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PBSSACE. 

■T -0I1IXKAL S. BBIKEKBHOBT, OV lUManXLD, OHIO 

TT'^HE cddeet institution among mmi, of which we have any 
-JL knowledge, is the family. Qod created Adam and Ere, 
and planted them EaAward in a garden, and from that 
■iaj to this the fundamental condition of aU human sodefy 
centers in the fainify.' When that &ils ererything fails. 
Under these circumstances it is deaiiy evident that the first 
dnfy, and highest duty, <ft all wise statesmanship, is to protect, 
•encoozage and pudfy the family. The Bible, as a whol^ is 
made up almost ent&rely of inddents in the history of a single 
^rnily. A nation is simply an aggregation of fandlies. When 
"the funily is weak the nation is weak. If this be true, then 
it 'cannot be unwise for a family to consider its conditions and 
history. ' In fact, it would seem to be itshighest duty to do so, 
and to put away everything that weakens ft, and encouragie 
■ererything that strengthens it. ' ' 

In this ftee and independent country c^ ours, where the 
fundamental law c^ the nation declares that aU men were 
■created &ee and equal, it has been the habit pf our people to 
misapply this declatation to the conditions <a nature, instead 
•of the conditions of legislation, where it belongs. The result 
liaa been that to many people it is almost a sin to have had a 
^grandfather. This certainly is a grave miatnirft Evoyone 
who considers the subject seriously must know, and every 
student of Biolf^y does know,' that the governing forces of 
•very human life ate 4e a very large extent the forces of 
heredity. v . 

** For m u* Uw luna our tmOttam haw bMn ; 
W«Ma Am hum rffhti our 2kthati Iwn ■nn— 

W* drink th« nm« strMin and rlew Um HnM mil, 
. . And nin tha mou coqim oar fUbert h>T* ran.* 

. Lk short, we are borne upon the currents of a stream 'whose' 
iountam head lies iar back tn. the infimte past. We may 
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deflect that stream somewhat ; we maj purify it somewhat p 
we may, h j sldll and courage evade ite rocks and whirlpools- 
somewhat ; but nevertheless down that current we must go, . 
and what we get we must grt within its ever-flowing waters. 
- The questions of heredify, therefor^ are serious questions- 

- — serious to us and seiioub to those who shall come after us. 
If the stream is a bad one, let us endeavor to make it better 

- for our children: -It we find'an uglj rock in its channel, we 
can at least mark its location as a warning to those who shall 
come after us. In this l^ht,- therefore. Genealogy is not fixd- 
ishness, but wisdom, la this h^t^ Qeneak^QT is ** philosophy' 
teaching by extuntrle." 'In this spirit, we should consider the * 
facts of our family history. 

Our famfly stream in America has but one fountain beed^ 
and that dates back to 1638, when Joiis -Dericksen Brinker- 
hoff, with his fiunily, lathed in the little city of New Am- 
sterdam. IVom Joris Dericksen (Joris, son ct Derick), so far 
as known, without exception, have cfnne all who bear the 
name, or lineage, of BrinkeAofE upon the American conti> 
nent Some spell the name B-r-i-n-c-kand someB-r-i-n-k, and' 
the orUiography of either is fully authenticated in ancient 
documents. In a few manuscripts it is written *' Blinker- 
hoff," and in one instance Van Blynckei^ff. The Flushing. ' 
branch of the family (descendants of Abraham, son of Joris. 
Dericksen), for the most part, use the " c." The Bergen branch 
(descendants of Hendricl^ son of Joris DeiicksenX have almost. 
entirely omitted it. Among the fomilies of the name remain- 
ing in Holland the "c" has never been known, .and probably 
it is an American innovation. It is, however, a matter of but 
little importance, for "c" <vno **c''we are all descendants- 
of Joris Dericksen as our common ancestor. 

In "TheEntymological Dictionary of fWnily and Christian 
Names," by Wm. Arthur, U. A., the name Brinkeriioff is 
derived from Srengerhof, the Dutch for "Messenger of the- 
court, or head messenger or carrier ; from Brenger, a messen^ 
gsr, hof, a court, or hoofd, dii^ a leader." 

Among European nations, outside of the Romans, fomily, 

or surnames, are of compatstively recent origin. The meat- 

' ancienf names which have come down to us,*as,. for instance,. 

those of ihe earij Hebrews^ ara distinguished' for their sim-' 

jdicity, a sing^ word only constituting the. namSr ais. Adam,. 












Voohy Abraham, Hoses, David^ Sbiomon. In.oriler to jwrtic- 
nlariz^ the name of. the father was sometimes added, as 
David, son of Jesse ; or the place from whence he came, as 
Jesus, of Nazareth. ' ;, ■ . ' 

The Egyptians, Assyiianf^ Babylonians, Feisiana,. and 
QxedkBt bad no samames. : - • 

Suinames have ori£;inated in various ways. . Some aie 
derived from the names of places ; others frcnn offices and 
professions ; from personal peculiarities ; from the ' Christian 
or proper name of thefatherjfrom the performance of certain 
actions; from objects in the animal,, minoal -and vegetable 
world, and 'from accidental circumstances of every varied 
character. 

It is impossible to state at what precise period names became 
stationary, or b^gah. to desoend hereditarily. According to 
Camden, surnames began to be taken up in France about the 
Tear 1000, and in England about the time of the Conquest 
{1066), or a very little before, under Edward, the Confessor. 
in Irdand surnames w^re not common unt3 1465, when, under 
the reign of Edward the Fourth, it was' enacted by statute that 
every Irishman, dwelling within English jurisdictibn, should 
iake a suroama In Wales surnames were still later. In fact, 
outside of the Latin races, in Europe, surnames did not become 
common until after the discovery of America, and in Holland 
'they were not universal until within the last two hundred years. 
- In the adoption of surnames, it became vmy common to 
adopt the Christian name of the father, as, for example, in 
England, Johnson, meaning son of John; in Scotland, Mac 
meant son ; and hence McGowan, son of Gowan ; in Ireland, 
O'Neil, was son ot Neil ; in Welsh,- Ap Howel, was son of 
Howel ; among the Normans Fitz William was son of Wil- 
liam ; and so in Dutch, Dircksen, son of Dirck. 

Among the Dutch, however, surnames were more largely - 
derived from places. For example. Tan meant of, or from, 
and hence, Tan Buren meant from the town of Buren ; Van 
Antwerp, from Antwerp, etc. 

' So, in the same way,' occupation, pOTsonal pecnli^ties, or 
mental characteristic, became a surname ; and, therefore, y 
through this form of evolution, at some tim^ not very distant^ ' 
and in some way, we do not know how, the nam'e Brink- , . 
•erhofC becam^e a surname, and thispublicatitmisfbeflistfruii- 




age of an enterpnse wincb haa> m view the preeervatron of 
the geneali^cal records of the &mOies which have home this: 
name upon the American Cbntinent. 

On tite erening of FehruarT-Sd, 188^ upon the mvitation ^ 
(tf Gen. R BrinkerhofC, of Ifan^eld, Ohio, a consaltatioa * 
was held at Boom 32, Fifth Avenue Hofd, UTew Totfc, b^ a 

. nnmberof Uioae who hear the &nul^ name, and an organiza- 
tion was formed ''forfhe purpose <^ preserring the records, 
histozy and traditions of aSt families who wrote their names 
Brin ^'c^keihofiFtur Brinteihoff." ■' 

Of this oiganizatioq, T. Van WTck Brinkeihoff, of Clove 
Branch, Dutchess County, N. T., waa elected present, and 
B. Prink«4ioff, <^ Mansfield, Ohio, was elected secretary. 

Under the direction of this (oganization, blanks and curcu- 
lars were sent to all those of the name, as rapidly aS' they cou^ 

' .be iucc^tuned." ~86mo responded promptly, but many, as yet,. 

~ have made no reply. In soma localities special interest was 
manifested, and especially among the descendants of the Con- 
ewago colony, in Pennsylvania, and so mucbso that a reunion 

. washeldontiietwenty-fitst of August, 1884, on the old home- 

. stead of Joris Brinkeihoff, the founder of that colony, a<^ 
which over eighty of the name, or blood, were present, some- 
of whom were from other States. Upon invitation,. John H. 
Brinkerhoff, and his nephew, of Bergen Cbunty, New Jersey, 
also attended, and upon their return they brought such a 
favorable report of the enjoyments of the occasion, that tba- 
kindred in New Jersey determined to have a reimion, which 
should also be a bi-centenm'al celebration of the settl^fnent 
upon the Hackensack, by Hendtick Joersen Brinkerhoff, the- 
father of the entire Betgen branch of the family, and also to- 
extend an invitation to the members of the Hushing branch. 
This celebration took place August 27, 1885, and the results> 
were so grati^ing to those who attended that a general desire- 
was expressed that a full account of the proceedings should 
be printed in permanent form f(x preservation. 

As first it was proposed to make this account the chief 
feature of the publication, and to supplement it with a brief 
sketch or two of Brinkerhoff biography. Later, liowever, a 
change of plan was suggested and adopted, making the bio^ 
graphical part mora extended, and the chief featiire, with the 
bi-C8nta£maI account, asan ai^endix. This^ while it enlargedl 






Hbe vroAy aod made it more ^nabl^ uiTdTed mote time in 
iweparatbn, and has, conaequentlr* delayed the publication 
' nntil.the present time. It has, also, in this arrangement, been 
' denned desirable to Ki^e some of the results of the investiga- 
tions BO far made b;^ the Jons Dericksen Society above 
rrferred to. By doing this, it is hoped that the many who 
hare not yet responded to inquiries made, win be induced to 
do so proD^;>tIy, as they can now detemune Tory easily, by 
reference to Uie genealogical outUnee fumi^ed, just where 
they belong, and will understand distinctly just what is 
desired. 

Of course, und» the ctrcumstancea, many errors will be 
fotind, and all Uieee should be pointed out to the officers of the 
association, so that they can be corrected in the more comj^iete 
xecord to he published hereafto-. ~ 

Vnm this publication it will be seen that the Brinkerhoff 
family is oneof the oldest in America, and that the record* it 
has made is not unworthy of preservation and remembrance. 
In fact, we doubt if any family, as an entirety, can show a 
n^re honorable record. . , 

The history of our family is in' ev^y respect worthy of 
preserration. AQ tiie way down in every generation are men 
and women of character and influence in the communities in 
which they lived. We- have furnished legislators for States 
and Nation ; clergymen for many pulpits ; soldiers for every 
war of the Republic ; judges for the hdgh^ Courts, and mag- 
istrates without number . as Justices of the Peace. ■ Even . 
to-day, in a score of cities, are lawyers, physicians,, merchants, 
manuCocturars, editors, bankers, coU^ (Hofessors, railroad 
officials, and artisans of the highest skill, who bear the name 
oi Brinkeiiioff, and in the country, in a dozen different States, 
are farmers of that name who are affluent in broad acres, and 
honored citizens of the communities in whidi they live. 
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IT is not proposed'that we enter deepi j into the scienoe of ^ 
Heraldiy, but a few fads relating: to the subject maj . 
proTe interesting^ and help to a better understanding of 
our family coat-of-arms. - * 

The origin of armorial bearings seems lost in the obscurity 
of past ages, but that they were used at a most remote period 
is proven by the BiblQ (see Numbers ii, 9); and do we not also ] 

read^of the ''Lion of the tribe of Judahr . j 

It has been thought that the Egyptian hieroglyphics* have 
some analogy to the modem coat-of-afms, while it is well 
knbwn that, among the Indians^ the various tribes and fami- ^ J 

lies were distinguished by devices called ''totems." Among 
the ancient Mexicans, Greeks, Romans, Gtemians, Frencn, and 
English, indeed, among all nations, can be traced the armorial j 

bearings, both of the indiiidual and the Stata 

Heraldry, as such, seems to have had no positive existence 
until about the middle of the twelfth century, nor was it 
deemed of importance until the time of the wars of the Cm- 
sades, as' so many of the coats-of-arms of ancient families i 

denote, frcyn their variety of crosses and escdUqp shdls, that 
they were adopted in commemoration of a pflgrimage to the 
Holy Land. 

The mottoes, as seen on the coats-of-amis are not a neces- 1 

sity. It is optional with the recipient whether he assumes one ! 

or more, or none. In early times they were often the war ' i 

cry with which a leader called his followers to battle. The * } 

Scotch, in many instances, use two mottoes — one above the 
crest, the other under the arms. 

Crests and arms are often spoken of indiscriminately. 
They are, however, two distinct branches of heraldry. The 
first approach to a crest is seen in the barrel-shaped helmet of 
King Richard I of England, and it was not until the shield 
was so burdened and overloaded with figures as to render it 
difficult to decipher, that the crest was adopted as a relief, iemd 
a more ready way to distinguish families. 
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Mr. James Riker, a well-known antiquarian, and an author- 
ity in matters appertaining to heraldry, furnishes the follow- 
ing description of the Brinckerhoff coatK>f-arms : 

''The armorial bearings, the original escutcheon of the 
family, denotes in the color, Uiie, fidelity ; in the whiit of the 
4BhieId, the honors of SInighthood; the wings signifying 
promptness in State a£Fairs; and the '/flower hills' in the 
knight's shield express fiaithfiilness and honesty; ?, 

*' Such is the statement (translated) furnished me in 1848l>y 
ThtdKdd Robert^ Heratdiher^ copied from book, letter B, pu 
•129, of a voluminous Gtomian work entitled 'European 
Heraldry,' published at Vienna.'' 

In yerification of the foregoing, Mr. Riker adds: '-You 
will like to know how far I can vouch for this statement 
This far : That I saw and examined the several printed folio 
-volumes from which Robert copied for me an account of a 
number of families, and among them the Brinckerhoff fomily ; 
and that the Brinckerhoff coat-of -arms, which I give in my 
Annals of Newtown, formed a heading to that account of the 
-family. The books bore the marks of age and use. 

'' Robert, a G(erman, had every appearance of a truthful 
and honest person, and, after sifting him, I was satisfied he 
could be trusted. Rev. G. C. Schanck also employed him and 
formed the same opinion of him. I therefore send you the 
•above in the firm belief, that it is a correct transcript from the 
'German work, entitled ' Europaischen Wappensamlung.'" 

It may be stated-further that the shield is partially encir- 
cled by a mantling of foliage or feathers, often added merely 
for ornament; and that the open-barred visor denotes that the 
family was of patrician rank. iUso the year in which the 
coat-of -arms was given, as obtained from authentic sources^ 
is 1307. 
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THE 0U> FIBSr DUTCH CHUBCH OF BBOOBXYN. 



THE later jeaia of Joiis Derick8«i.Brinckerfaofl*8 life were- 
ao thoroaghir id^itified with fiiis Old Fiiet Church of 
Brookljn, that a view of this honored and venerable- 
building is presented as our frontispiece^ to renoiind his descend- 
ants of the work in which he was engaged. It gives a trtie- 
ezpression to his life, and is an honor to his memory. 

'Our honored father was the fiiatand only eli^ of this- 
chhrch at the time of its organization, and continued its only . 
elder until the time of his death. B» had been appointed to- 
tal:e chai^ of the building of the diurch, and up to the time 
of his death had been actively engaged in collecting money 
for that purpose. The church was to have been built the same 
winter when he died ; but for some cause its progress was> 
delayed. He never, therefore, saw this church; but it was 
nevertheless his church, and it was his untiring zeal which 
aided as much, if not more, than any other man's, in found- 
ing it , 

He was buried in ' the open space which can be seen to the- 
right in the engraving. It afterwards became the country 
burial ground, where the old first settlers of Brooklyn were- 
largdy buried. The church itself stood in the center of the- 
conntry highway, on the Elatbush road, two or three Mocks, 
from the City HalL 

ByT.V.W.B. 
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JOKIS DEKICESEN BRINCEEBHOFF. 1 

-'■' ■ i 

JSt T TAH WTCK BBINXKRHOFP, BAai nSHZILL., it. T. I 

ri'lHE a&cestur uf the eutin) Amwican &inilj who spdl their 
'_L : names Brinckeiiioff, or Brinkeihoff, was bom, asDearly 

^ can now be determined, in the county of Drenthe, in ' 
BoUand, in 1609. This was on ereniftil period in the history 
of Holland. The discorerf was 'tfa«i being made, in the far • 
distant parts of the earth, by bold and intrepid seamen who 
- had been fearless oorsaiis against thn Spanish squadrons, of , 

—one of the most^ beautiful river ways of the worid^ every- >' 

whfflre acknowledged now to be the Bhine of America, the 
then weird, wild, unexplored, and hithvto onknown Hudson^ 
!nie old lords of the soil, Uie Mohicans, called it the Mohi- 
canitucli, ''the continuously flowing waters." The people who- 
Ured liearits mouth caDed it the Mantiattes; by oUiers Rio de 
Hontai^e, or river of the mountains. These bold discoverers- 
called it, in honor of their fotherland, in honor of the Prince- 
of Orange and Maurice, his distinguished soft, Mauritius. 

Upon the banks of this river, in this distant ai^ unexplored 
part of the new world, this child wae-to sgiend msuiy of the- 
later years of his eventful life. Upon its banks ten sqccessive- 
generations of his descendimts have already lived and made 
their home. There are believed to be to-day not Jess than one- 
thousand persons who bear the name of Brinckeiiioff in 
America, and at least ten thousand more not of the name, but- 
who are, nevertheless, descendants of Joris Draicksen. Ten 
thousand living people on the earth to-day can trace their- 
descent from this child who was b<»n when tiie Hudson river 
was first discovered. The Brinckraihoff family may, therefore, 
daim to be one of the oldest and most numoous of all the- ' 

Knickerbocker families in America. ^ v- . . - 

/ Of tiie history of the fomily prior to 1609, Mr. Bflcer, in his. } 

'*Annals of Newtown," has given the foliowing statement^, 
which is believed to be essentially coneet: 




19 

"This respectable aild extensive fiunQy is of Flemish ex- 
'traction, and was originany located in the city of Qhent, in the 
Nethttlands, where its members are mentioned as free-bom 
-citizens, or patricians of, tiiat citj, and among whom Andiies 
-Brinckerhoff, senator and syndic in 1807, is particularly men- 
tioned in the annals' of those times. fVom Qhent, the family 
-extended itself to Holland, Friesland, and Lower Sfcxony, 
probably compelled to make this remove by the galling 
^evaity of the Spanish government, which, during that 
'Centixry, drove into exile thousands ol the inhabitants (tf 
Qhent and other places in Flanders. In the above-mentioned 
provinces the S^ckerhofEs became established, and their 
- -descendants enjoy much distinction at the present day." 

The year that Joris' Dericksen Bnnckeihoff was bom was - 
mfimorable also for another event in the history of Holland. 
The thirteen years' truce, the treaty of Antwerp, was-then 
■ -agreed upon. 

When Joiis Dericksen was thirteen years old the war 
broke out again, to continue on for thirty years. It was led 
■<m the one side by Frincd Maurice, who, though lacking the* 
^statesmanship of his father, was, nevertheless, far superitv to 
liim as a soldier, and was, without doubt, the greatest general 
:of his time; on the other side by Parma, and by tha famous 
. Italian, Spinola. Under such great generals, the operations of 
-the hostile armies in the Netherlands riveted the attention of 
"the world. The camp of Maurice, as well as that of Parma 
and Spinola, was throi^;ed with volunteeis of distinction from 
«very quarter of Europe; .and became the great school of 
military' instruction for that and succeeding ages. 

Among scenes like these the Holland life of Joris Dericksen 
Brinckerhoff was spent for the next seventeen years. 

When twenty-two years old he married Susanna, whose 
maiden ilame was Dubbels. In the Brinckerhoff manuscripts 
.already alluded to, there is this singular Jtem: "According to 
information (under dato of May 36, 1883), in the year 1631, . 
Deiick Brinckerhoff married Johanna Harmsen, at Yarden, in 
Guilderland.'' This is believed to refer to some other person 
hearing the same name, and apparently of the same age, and 
not to the Joris Dericksen 'who afterwards came to America. 
Susanna Dubbels is just as thoroughly identified as Joris' ' 
Dericksen. She was unquestionably our grandmother^ Th^ 



lived about that period an arast l^ tha name of Dabbels, dis- 
tinguished by his sea paintings. 3a was lindoubtedlj a near 

' ielatiTe of Susanna Pubbels. - 

.:- In his thirtieth year, gathering together whoever of 
earthly goods he may have possessed, he bid adieu forever to 
his fatheiland, to friends and nei^iibOTS, and with his wif e- 
and young children, sailed for what was then known as th& 
New Worid. We have no means of knowing how long the 
Tcqrage lasted, la those times it often took three months to- 

' sail to the New Netherlands. ' .'.'.. 

HisNewWoridlifeb^ianat New Amsterdam. Eieft was 
then Gh>Temor, and the little town contained possibly three- 
hundied inhaMiants, not including slaves and Indians. It 
occupied tiie southern pqint of the island, below Wall Street, 
and near the Battery. A few fields of com and wheat were 
then cultivated as &r up as CanAl.Street. An Indian trait 
which had been frequented for ages, ran nearly as Broadway 
now runs, to the .ncHrthwestem part of the island, and con- 
tinued on-to the Highlands of the Hu^n. 

There is riaason to believe that Joris Dericksen proposed to- 
settle on Staten Mandl, and had negotiatedfor lands there from 
Cornelius Helyn, who had obtained a patent from Qov. Eieft 
for the whole island. There is a circumstance here which 
surrounds the life of Joris Dericksen with new interest. Just ~ 
about this time his son Derick was killed by the Indiana This- 
must have taken place during Kieft's Indian war, which hap- 
pened in 1648, There is a mine of information to be gained 
from "the old hair trunk manuscripts at Hackensack, N. J.*^ 
In one of these allusion is made to the first Brinckerhoff 
who settled npon the banks of the Hackensack River. U 
speaks of his going there with his sons to sdect and locate his 
lands. They had rowed to the land, had made their choice 
and were cutting trees to build a house, when an arrow from 
a hostile IJidian,- concealed in the bush, killed one of his sons. 
^The old man, when he saw the great loss he had sustained, 
picked up his son, and carried him iq>on his shoulders to the' 
boat, and rowed home with' a heavy heart. These papers 
evidently refer to the Staten Island difficulty. . When Joris- 
, Dericksen and his sons went over to pcospect on Stateu Island, 
it was during Eieff s Indian war. Thd circumstances above 
-related' then took. place, .and one of his sons was killed. The- 










4eath of this son so gneved the heaii of his mother Uuit noUi 
iog could induce her afterwards to go and hre where hw 
darling boy had been slain. One other drcumstance will 
-thoroughly confirm this vetsioa of the old hair trunk papers. 
.. When Hendrick, tiie ancestor of the Kew Jetsef brandi of 
the family, bought his lands, it was in 1685. There irere no 
Indian wars then, and| tmless in times of open and declared 
war, the Indians never molested the whites. We mig^t also 
'^d that the three sons of Hendrick grew up to manhood and 
liad femilies,' and could not. therefore have been connected 
with thd Indian tragedy. Having thus abandoned hispros- 
pectire lands on Staten Island, Joris ^Dericksen Brinckeriioff 
'turned his attention to Long' Island, and obtained foom Got. 
Keift a grant to land within the pity of Brooklyn. This 
jpcant was dated March S6, 1646, and the land was located 
. jiear the City Hall, and is still capable of being identified. He 
. was a magistrate in Brooklyn from 1654 to 1661. The Brook- 
lyn church lecords show that in the settlement of Rer. Henry 
Selyns as pastor there, Kev. Theodorus Johannes Polhnnus 
furnished him, September IS, 1660, with a list of the church 
members, husbands and wires arranged tc^ther, and the first 
-tw:o uamee on the list are Joris Dericksen and Susanna 
Dubbels. He was also tiie first elder elected at the organiza- 
~tion of the church in 1656. He died January 16, 1661, and 
left three children, Abraham, Hendrick, and Aeltie. There is 
a memorandum of his death on the church minutes as follows: 
*'Anno 1661, den 9 Febniar, nade mall mel't overlyden, ron 
Joris Dericksen, onderling, die verleiden Idth Januar, 
.gestrosen, etc.,** that is to say "Anno 1661, the 9th February, 
Whereas hy the decease of Joris Dericksen, who died the 16th' 
January last, etc., anew elder was chosen." Thenfollowson 
the same date the choice of two deacons. In choosing the second 
deacon, he is again referred to as follows: "Ende tot een tweede 
'deacon't lot te broctun over WiUem Gerretson Van Cowen- 
hoven, schoon soon van de voom Joris Dericksen sail, "eta, 
that is, "And for a second deacon a ballot was taken for 
Willem Gerretsen Tan Cowenhoven, son-in-law of the before- 
named Joris Dericksen, deceased." 

He was only fifty-one years old at the time he died, and 
had lived a little more than.twenty-three years after he amved 
ia. JHew Amsterdam. Twenty-six years later, in 1687-% 
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'Claesie'Booiiigaert,. Abraham Joriseiijand Witlem GkrHtsen 
~ Van CowenhoTen, heira of Susanna Dabbels, sold to Heniy 
*Slecht, a certain piece of land in Brooklyn, granted to Joris 
Bericksen, the said Susanna Dubbels* husband, ^3J Governor 
Ceftj March 33, 1646. It appears, therefore, most concliisiTely, 
=from these >recoids, that ^la property had remained mid^ 
-torbed in the famOy up to that time. Susanna Duhhels had 
outliTed her husband, and after her death, the property was 
«oId to be distributed to her children. Much of this informa- 
tion I have received in private correspondence withmydis-- 
-tii^oished friend, Jamea Riker, who can be safely said to be 
'one of the most reliable of the local historians on Long Island. 
iSi. mker says: "No doubt he was buried very near where he 
had lived, Uut is, in the old Kxxiklyn village burial groimd, 
DOW removed, which was up Fulton Street, about a mile frohi 
~the ferry, and which I once visited in search of insGriptions, 
but of course found none to Joris Dericksen. I have never 
'found any inscription as old anywhere. Susanna Dubbels is 
omitted &om the list of church members made up in 1677, and 
- Js not named again as living. I think it indicates the time of 
. her death, and it is to be presimied she was buried by her 
husband. Tou must not be surprised," he remarks further, 
■<<that the surname Brinckerhoff does not appear very eariy 
upon the t«cord& The use of ' the pabvnymic, (as Dericksen, 
4on of Dirck), was general among the Dutch colonists for two 
■or three generations, almost to the exclusion of the surname." 
Thid is very easily accounted for by the comparatively few 
inhabitants of the country, as it then existed, and also from 
the fact that all the inhabitants were well known to each 
•othfflr. 

From this sketch it can be safely said that Joris Dericksen 
.Rinckerhoff was a very worthy representative for the Holland 
,'family to plant in America, and very deserving to be remem- 
bered by an who bear his family name, or who have descended 
from him. All of these have reason to feel assm^ that the 
first BrinckerhofiF in America was evidently an honest, upright 
man. The family motto, "Constans fides et integritas," seems 
"therefore most fitting to him. He held positions -of trust 
requiring probity and integrity of character, and held th^m for 
jeais. And more than this, Joris Dericksen, our ctAnmon 
Ancestor, was eminently a religious man. He Uwd in times . 
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of grfeat religious ezdiement; nothing before it, nothing aAer 
it, in all the world's history, can compare withitforamoment. 
Hie BeformatiOn had reached out and downuntilit hadhiid its- 
hand upon the masses of the conlmon people. Free, mitram> 
meled thought, was battling then and there against the fixed. 
customs and usages of centuries, and the victory was thffli 
being won. It was as the voice of many tbimders sounding: 
through the earth, and it conld not be stilled. If the aoul of 
our common ancestor had been stirred within him on account- 
of the death stru^le then going' tm— ^ he came here on 
account of religious freedom — then indeed it was most fitting: 
that be ^ould close hislife, though not yet grown old or gray,.* 
in serving as aruling eldorinone of thecMestof the Beftnmed. 
Churches in America. 
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OOL. JOHN BRINGEERHOFF. 
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BT T. YAK WTGC. BBINSZRHOFF, SAflT FDSHKILL^ K. Y. 



COL. JOHN BRINCKEBHOFF, more than any other man 
, of the name, was the intimate and personal fiiend of 
' General Washington. Great personal friendships often 
spring np between people of Yery dissimiTar ages. The yonng 
man will reach out and haYe most friendly relations with 
some patriarch in years, affording inexpressible joy to his aged 
friend, who seems at times almost a boy again. 

There was something answering to this same kind of eym* 
pathy between Qeru Washing^n and XklL, Brinckerhoff. 
Washington was then jEbrty-fiYe years old, in the full powers 
of his manhood, and CoL Brinckerhoff must have been 
seventy-eight years old, and yet they were constantly walking 
and talking with each other. The old mansion house of the 
Colonel was noYor so open and gay as when Washington occu- 
pied the nice dean spare bedroom behind the parlor. Wash- 
ington, too, greatly enjoyed the hospitalities of this old home, 
and, wheneYer he copld, would spend days together with the 
Odonel and his bmuly. The home itself, with all of its sur- 
roundings, must haYe reminded him of many an old planta- 
tion in Fairfax County. The waving outlines of the Fishkill 
mountains sweeping away in the distance, with their soft dusky 
8hadings,.must have reminded him of his own beloYed Vir- 
ginia. So like the Blue Bange, as if they had been lifted 
from their grand old foundations and planted around him, 
certain it is that he greatly enjoyed the quiet and comfort of 
the old ColoneFs home, affording him, as it undoubtedly did, a 
temporary ' r^ef from the great predsure which, rested upon 

The Colonel was bom at Flushing, Long Idand, iii 170S.; 
He was the son of Dirck Brinckerhoff, whose four sons went 
to Fidikill, and brother to Abraham. There is little or nothing 
known of his Flushing life. He came to Eishkin a young unr 
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marriiBd man, and soon after secured the hand of Jannetje 
Van Voorhees, daughter of Johannes Coerten Van Voorfaees^ 
of Ilshkill, and was married Mardti 12, 1725. His first house 
is supposed to have been built not far from the present brick 
and stone edifice. The first buildings in new countries were 
made oftentimes 6f logs, and rudely formed. These houses,, 
after serving their purpose, yece replaced, by more substantial 
buildings. Such was the case when this old homestead was > 
built. The bricks came from Holland. It was a country 
homestead of the olden time, built finhly and well, and after 
the style of Holland architecture^ with dormer windows and 
sloping roof, and piazza across ttie entire front! Laige -iron 
figures 1738 were firmly imbedded in the gable end of the 
building ; the ' style and general appearance of being occupied 
by a gentleman of means, as well as of good manners and 
address. C!oL John Brinckerhoff was a man of wealth, and 
every inch a gentleman for those times, or any other. 

. The Ciolonel had spent his long life among scenes that con- 
tinually delighted his eye. He had so beautified the old home- 
stead and its approaches,- so dothed his fields with richest 
verdure, that all seemed a part of himself. He had so moulded 
and formed everything that his hand writing was upon them alL 
He had two sons and three daughters. His eldest daugh- 
ter, whom he calls my loving daughter Aeltje, deceased, 
married Doctor Theodoras Van Wyck, and had eight chQdreki. 
His other two daughters, Baibaretie and. Diena, both died 
when just blooming into womanhood. One of these was six- 
teen years old, and the other eighteen. His son, Dirck, was 
only twenty-five years old when .he died, April 16, 1764. 
He outlived all his* children, and spent the later years of his * 
life in ministering to and supplying the wants of his grand- 
children, and provided for them all in his will. 
' He was eminently a religious man. He succeeded his 
brother Abraham as deacon in the Dutch Church at Fishkill, 
and also in serving as an elder. He gave by his will and tes- 
tament, ** To the elders and their successors (in trust) for the 
Reformed Dutch Church at Ushkill toym, one hundred pounds 
New York currency, the interest money arising therefrom 
annuAlly to be disposed of by said elders and their successors 
for the benefit of said church, and that no part of the principal 
thereof be taken for any use whatsoever." 
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;. Hatrais an M: man when the Berolutioti brolce out ; bat 
QgjrQr halted nor 'sworred for a- ipoment fipm giving his hand 
«ad heart to the wori:. Too <^ to fight in the field, be did 
irhateviar he oonld -with- hia monej^ and influence to aid the 
canaa. He tived heaiiy two years aft^r the war was OTer, 
and grsatlj rejoioed thab the independence of the Colonies had 
be^-secnred. -..-!^-.-. ..-. / .... , . 

He died May ^6, 1785, ia the eighty-third year of his age, 
and his wife, Jannetje,- died Novembo' It, 1793, aged ei^ty- 
<eight years. It had been afaready observed that Washington 
■and CoL Brinckerhoff were upon terms of great friendship. . 
Dpon one of the visits of Washington the Colonel was very 

. anxious to know of some movement then going on in the 
anny, and was pushing hia point very zealously. Washing- 
"ton interrupted by saying : " C6L Brinckerhofl^ can you keep 
asecret-r " Oh yes," replied the Colonel, expecting, no doubt, 

'-. Ihe ready answer. " So can I," replied Washington. 

- - - On another occasion^ and probably upon one of the first 

' .visiGsel Washington, when it grew time to retire for the 
night, "General," said the Colonel, " you are Commander-in- 
■chief of the forces of the United Stat^."- " Yes sir," replied 
Washington, " I believe th&t I am.*" *' Genera]," said theold 
■Ool6neI, "lam commander-in-chief, too, of my own house- ' 
iiold, and you are my guest. I. am always in the habit of 
idoshig the duties of liie day bj calling my servants and family 
together, reading the scriptures, and offering family wor^p. 
The reading of the scriptures and tho prayer wUl be in the 
- Low Dutch language ; but I would be glad to have you join 
in ^orit in the wor^p." To which Washington readily 
■aaaented, and they aH bowed together in prayer. 

. Tbexe is still one other item which throws another light 
«ipon the closing scenes of the Colonel's life, and this cannot 
be omitted. 

Aiid, furthermore, he says, adding these words to his last 
win and testament : " It is my will and pleasure that in case 
my old and faithful servant, Culloman, should survive my 
loving wif^' Jannetje, that then I will and direct my executors 
ito give him his choitx where io livs during lift^ and the 
ex^pense of feeding him and dothing him shall be paid l^ my 
«]fficutors:" 

The Otdonel lived to a good old age, and died a litUe more 
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than one hundred yean ago, greaUy honored and feq[)6eied by 
fhe entire community in whidi he had lived. His memory 
has not yet passed away, but lingers around the present. 

Upon his tombstone there is an epitaph wiftten in Terse by 
some friend who knew him wdL Three of fbese lines present 
him Tery dosdy to our yiew, and gtv^ as it were, the keyr 
note to that respect and influence which surrounded hialife^ 

'^Here Bm a friend of Ood and tikine — ^ 

In publio and in priTata lif a 
A friand to pcaea^ a foa to airif^"* 
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OOL. DESIGK BSmCEERHOFF 

BT T YAS TryCE BBDfKEBHQrr 

^OL. DERICE BRmCKEBHOFF was ewe of the first of 
the name who was bom in Dutdiess Oounfy. 

Eb was tlie son of *timti*iw Bkinckerho^ and 

• nephew, of Cd. J<dinBrmckeriioff of the first generation in the 

county, and was more tiian any othw tmm ol the Flushing 

hrancli ai the family a repreaentatiTe man, who hiad spent 

years in pubHc posttiona. He waa b(uii shortly after 17S0. 

'His father had died compuatiTdT' young leaTing a large 

- family to be cared for and looked after by his widowed mothw. ' 

Being the (ddest son, he Bocm shared with hh mothw in the 

management of the family. He married August 37, 1747, 

Geertie WyckofF, of Elatlands. The young men of that day 

were mostly obliged to go back to Long Inland to get their 

wiTes. Such, at bH events, was the case with the yonng 

ooIoneL He afterwards inhw^tw^ the farm where his father 

. Abraham had lived before him. 

' ' Being natutaOy of an witerprising turn of- mind, he built, 
first a store, and then a gciat mill, and.txHnmenced doing a 
' general business with the pommuni^ at large: This was the 
first grist mill then built, with the exception of Madam Bretts, . 
at the mouth of the stream. She had erected the first mill 
iqtoD tiw Ihttent The first aetUeis scarcely needed anything 

■ more than a mill and a blacksmith shop^ as they manufactured 
fteir own wearing iapparel, and received thdr groceries by 
8lo(^ ihun Kew Toric 

The whole community, as it was ttiai, became more or less 
bis patrons, after his mill and store were foiily in tiperation. 
Young men who fill sudi portions are widely known, and 
. aoon abqoire much personal influence. Such was tiie case with 
the -young coIoneL . He carried on a' thrifty buainesa^ which ' 

■ added both to his mfeans and influence. 

. '/There have been hut yerj few men of the flushing family 
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who halve given their time to paUic life. The most of thenn 
have acquired farms, and plantations, etc, though prominent 
influential men in their communities^ havd, nevertheless, not 
been politicians, or oflice seekers. 

In some familiea this passion seems to be inherent in the 
Uood and must be gratified. 

The Hackensack branch of the family, %nd especially those 
that have gone West, have more lajrgely acquired it The 
Colonel was a large, strong man,,with dark hair and features, 
and florid ccMnplexion. As he grew older he was thought by 
some to be austere, reserved and foifaidding. ^. 

.- He kept fine horses, iemd rode in a phaeton, a carriage with 
room for two persons, and a cdored driver, a style not mueh 
in demand in that early period of the eountryi It-was, nevet- 
theless, the OoloneFs everyday ^ostouL It attracted just aboui \ 

the same attention then as a tally-ho does now. . - - 

The Colonel was, moreiover^a'Very decided man ; a firm , i 

believer in what he considered to be right, and a'solid, devout . 1 

Beformed Dutch Churchman. The Sabbath, when Whitfield 
preached in the open air within half a stone's throw of hia 
own door, and Tv-hen the people were gathering together, a& . 
soon as &e old Dutch church bell ra&g, his colored groom . 
knew exactly, without being told, what that meant, and | 

halted his prancing horses at the- front of the porch until the 
Colonel and his wife were comfortably seated, and then drove 
him just exactly where he had 'driven him hundreds of timea 

• before. The Ccdonel never left his own church to hear sensa* 

. .tional preachers. If the Dutch Beformed Church and its 
preachers were good enough for any occasion,, they were good 
enough for all. • Before the Bevolution, and while the State of 

..Kew York was a province of Oreat Britam, he. had been a 
member of the Colonial> Legislature for nine successive years,, 
commencing with 1768 and continuing to 1777. 

He wasamember, also, of thefirst Provincial Congress, which 

; assembled May 33, 1775; in New York City, and was presided - 

oyer by Peter Livingston, Esqs, which adjourned November ^ 

; 1775. He was much in public life aian eventful period in the . 
history of the countiy. He wasunchangingly and uncompro* ; 

misingly devoted to the cause of the colonists. He was also a ! 

member of the first Assembljr of the State of New York,' which ' ' I 
Qiet at Kingston in 1777, and for nine yean more was almost 
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a oontmuous member ot that bodj, which h^ for man^ yeoES 
. afterwards its seaaionB in the Cify of Poug^eepeie. He wt(8 
also Ohainnaa of tber 'Vigilance Cfxnmittee of the town, and 
acted in that capacity as long as its organization was needed. 
^s-house was located during the Revolution about two miles 
distant frcan the hospitals and wotfcshops and barracks of the 
ContinQntal Armji-located at the gateway d the mountains, 
directly south of FishkiU Village, <aud was often visited by 
oflBcers of the army. XAfayette was sick for six weeks at the 
colours house, and was attraided constantly by Dr. McKm'ght, 
of the army. Washington <tften came to his house. A 
daughtw of Colonel Brinckerhoff tcdd me that when her first 
child was bom, Lafayette was then sick at her other's, 
house^ and when he came to congratulate her he took her baby 
in his arms, and hugged it and kissed it and rejoiced over it 
as much as he could have, done if it had been his own. 

The Wappinger lodianfs' or^ detachments of their tribe, 
'were in the countiy. ' Kimham, their last chief, was still Uv- ' 
Ing. He was a friend of the Colonel's, and came frequently to 
see him. They had been bom almost in the same neighbor* 
hgod, were nearly of the same age, and were both of them the 
chosoi and natural lesders of men. One of them influenced 
in.directing sentiment in the conncfls of white men, the other 
in guarding what still remained c^ the once powerful Wap- 
longer nation. 

When the Revolution broke out, Nimham held his warriors 
fane to the cause his white friend had espoused, and remained 
steadfast and nnciianging throughout that great contest. I 
have heard the Coloners daughter say that she had often seen- 
the hillside around her father's house covered with Indians, 
who were sleeping there through the night, wrapped in their 
Uankets.- 

He lost iaa Ufe fighting for the American cause. There' 
was a detachment of Taulton's Bangers located at King's 
Bridge, and Nimham went down with his warriors to capture 
them. CaL Emerick was out upon a scouting expedition the 
day [xevious, and discovered them, and was compelled to 
zetreat. - WeqnotefromSimcoe*s Jfif/tfary JtntrTia/.- 
. The following morning the whole of the British force. At 
Kog^s Bridge was ordered out An engagrment waabrought 
onbyEmmck's. Corps on Cortland Ridge. The Indians made 
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the 'attack' from behind the fmcefl> and in their fiist ' firo . 

• wounded five .of jour'men. Hie engagement was renewed. . - [ 

Emerick charged the ridge with caraliy in. OTerwhefaning- 

*'J' , ; - tarce. All hope of successful resistance gone, Nimham com- .j 

^ ' ' • mandedhisfoUowers to fly, but forhimself exclaimed: "lam j 

^^ . ■ ' an aged tree, and will die here I r 

.■ Bidden down by Simcoe, he wounded that ofiBcer, and was - 1 

on the point of dragging him from his horse, when he was 
shot by his orderly. The Indiana tou^i piost gallantly. The ' > 

Indian doctor who was with yimham was captured, and said 
that when Itimham saw the grenadiers close in his rear, he 
'called out to his people to fly, that he himseif was old, and 
would die there. 

His son lost his life in the same engagement. Hie Tnfiifttm - i 

afterward returned and placed a mound over his grave. Traces 
^ of this mound are said to be left to this day. ' It is called Nim- ' 

^ bain's mound. There lies buried the last chief of the Wappin- 

a ger nation, whose tribe once owned almost the oitire soil ] 

between New York and Albany. Whenever a monument is 
planted at Elshkill, in the gateway al tbe Highlands, to the ; 

memory of the unnumbered dead whp gave their lives for the. 
cause' of American Independence^ and who lie buried there, • 

somewhere let the name of Nimham be carved upon the ! 

marble. Somewhere let it be said that the last chief (tf the 
once great Wappinger nation gave his life, and the life of his 
'""' son, fighting for American Independence. . ^ 

Ck^eral' Washington, after mentioning the services which 
had been rendered by them, says : *' They are anxious to return 
home, and I have thought best to gratify them. Captain 
Solomon, with part of these people, were with us in the year 
1778. The tribe suffered sever^ during that campaign in a 
skirmish with the enemy, in which they lost their chief and 

I . several of their warriors." 

When the Dutch Church was first built at Hope well, the 

• . Colonel presented the Consistory with a new heU, whose Bil- 

Tety and ringing tones were said to be owing to the large 
amount of copper and alver which entered into its construe- 
tion. ' His name was cast into the metaL Shortly afterwards 

'^■\. . he purchased a large tract of land immediately surrounding 

\ '• the church, from the heirs of Cornelius Van Wyck'and Joshua . 

* ,■ Carman. AH of this property was afterwards given, by will, to - 



■ his daughter. ■ During the^^volutioii, and while • the Kntish 
forces held possession of Long Island,- New Yotk City, and. 
parts of Westchester County, the roadway leading through 
Hopewell, Beekman and Pawlings, w;asthe r^^ular anny road 
to Boston. During this period the elder John Adams, who 
afterwards succeeded Washington to the I^residency, in writing 
to his wife from iFishkill, where he had just airired across the 
country from Boston^ says: '* After a march like Hannibal 
across tiie Alps, we arrived, last nif^t, at this place, where we 
found the utmost difficulty to get forage tot our hoises orlodg- 
ii^ for ourselves, and at last were indebted to the hospitality ' 
nt a private gentleman, CoL KinckerhofF, who veiy kindly 
cared for na." 

Rev. Mr. Seabury, afterwards Bishop Seatmry, was, during 
part of this period, on account of' disloyalty, confined at Colonel 
Brinckerhofifs. The Colonel died in 1T89, and was buried ia 
the fomily vault upon his own propwty. - Uuch of his private 
and family history has Been lost. The family Bible, containii^ 
much valuable material, was burned. 






A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE SUmtOTINDINQS OF THE 
PAMILT IN NEW JEBSET. 

BT OKEfBRAI. B. BBIlIXKEtffi>FF. 

THE exact date ot the lemoval of Hendrick to New Jersey: 
. is not known; but in 1677 the official records show that 
he purchased a bact of land <m Beigen Hill, within the 
present limits of Jersey CStTi . Whether he resided there we do 
not know; hut. eig^t yeais afterwards, in 168fi, he purchased 
the &na upon the H ft'fl''4*n Bft c fc : which he made his permanenb 
Home. 

lliQ estate wfis a lai^ one at the beginning,, and extended 
from the Hackensack to the Oveipeck, a distance ci two nules, 
and therefore fronted upon two narigable streams. . 

, ^Edition says that he expected this purchase to become 
the site of a future dty; but in this he was disappointed, as 
the natural tendencies of the Dutch to the lowlands of rivers 
carried them to the less eligible locatiCHi where Hackensack 
now stands. . 

Twenty years prior to ttiis homestead purchase by Hen- 
drick, the colony ot New Jersey had passed under the domin- 
ion of Qreat Britain. The surrender of the New Netherlands 
had been made in 1664, and was followed by a grant or charter 
by Charles H to his brother, the Duke of York, which induded 
all lands from the Connecticnt river to the Delaware. 

In the same year James, Duke of York, granted and sold' 
to John, Lord Beikley, and Sir George Carteret, the territory 
of New Jersey, and dyH goTenunents were instituted under 
En^ish law. 

In 1685, George Scott, who was granted five hundred aaes 
in Honmouth County, published a book in Edinburgh, in 
which a number of plantations are described, and among them 
the following: "Near the mouth of the bay, upon the side of 
Overpeck Creek, adjacent to the ^u^nsack river, several of 
the rich valleys were settled by the Dutch; and near Snake ]ffill ' 
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is .a fine {dantation owned by.-Pinhoine Eu^le^ forhalfof 
which Pinhome is said (o have paid- £!S00.. A part of .;thi& 
plantaticm was the purchase niade by Hend ride Jonsen Blinker- 
hoffinl68& 

. ThB Dutch settlers were geneiallj' persons of deep religious 
oonvictiona, honest and conscientious; and adding , to ihea» 
qoalities tlu)se of industry and frugafity^ ihey general^ bit- 
came prD^>erous. The sfyle of their buildings they, doubtlesSr 
loought with them from Holland, their fotherland. ' lliey 
were built with one stoiy, with low ceiling^ with nothing 
more than the heavy and thick boards' that constituted the- 
upper floor laid on. broad and heavy, beams, on which ihey 
8(Hzietimes stored their grain, or-used for the spimiing of wool 
or flax, andsometimespartaof it would be divided into steep- 
ing apartments. ' , ., - ..;,.. . 

Their fireplaces were usually Tray laigt^ .without jams, 
and suiBcient to accommodate a whole i&unily with a oomfori- 
able seat around the fire. The chimneys were so, large as to- 
admit of harihg their meat hung up and smoked within them^ 
which was their usual practice. . These houses were fronted to 
Ihe south whenever the lay of the land would permit ,itf andj 
if possible, were located near a running spring of water. 
. This early sfyle of buUding corresponded with their .lu^itsy 
which were simple, unaffected^ .and economical, contributing- 
to their independence, and solkl comfort. - . They brought up- 
thrar children to habits o{ industry, and almost every son waa 
iac^t some mechanical ,iui, and every daughter was required 
to become w^ acquainted wiUi all knowledge necessary to 
-housekeeping. J>utch housekeeping in Holland to-day is> 
proverbial for its excellence,. and the Dutch housewives aro' 
fte best in the worid. . - , .-.^.-. 

Die floors <tf the houses, were scrubbed and scoured, and 
kept as clean as their tables^ whidi were used without cloths. 
The floors were scoured with sand bronght &om the beach f<»r 
. that purpose. Frugality, .industry and economy characterized 
an their actiona They lived chiefly within themselves,, and 
knew but little of the danger^'and desires incident to luxury 
and idleness. 

' As to religion wid education,, therf pud eariy attention to 
the public worship, of God and the instruction ..of- their .pbii- 
dren, and as soon as their nundiera warranted^ theyjorganized. ' 



.fe wid established chiii<cihes modeled after tbnse of ha Cafclisr 
. land. The (MTinistic leligioiit as mamfested in the Bafbraied 
Dutch Church, inis thus tran^razted to the 17ew Krtherianda. 
Their coturse on thu behalf was farthered by tlie reverend 
■dexg; of the Clasmsof Amsterdam, and mihiBtera were amt 
•oat bj that Judicature under advice from the Synod of North 
H(^Iand. This mode of obtaining ministers continued in foil 
'operatioa until 1864, when the Britidk became poasesBed of the 
-colony. In fact, this cust(Hn cmitinued for neariy a centoiy 
afterwards, and down to the rerolntionary war, a minister, 
by eom» of the churches, would not be recognized' unless he 
had been ordained in Holland. Those who favored this cos- 
"tom were called "conferenti^" and those wiio opposed were 
called "coetus." When the war tooke out, the "ctHiferaitie'* 
•quite' laiigely favored the Tories, whilst the "coetus" were 
' '^universally ardent Whigs. -^ 

The ministers sent out'from Holland werealeamed body iH ■ 
men, and mining largely with the people, wha had' reverence 
tar their leamii^ piely and example, they ezraied a vny 
powei^ influence in moulding and shaping the eaiiy society. 
' One peculiarity with the eariy Dutch settlers makes it 
difficult to trace back geneal<^;iia8 into Holland, and which also 
made confusion m this country, was the custom of using as a 
signature the given name of the father, and omitting the 
-fiimily name. To illustrate : if a child was baptized Hendrick, 
and Uie baptismal name of his father was Jan, the child would 
be called Hendrick Jansen, and when he grew up he would so 
write his name. For' this reason his commissiqn as a magia- 
"trate was issued by the Qovemor to '"Hendrick Jorisen"' 
instead of to ]%ndrick BiinkeriiofF. The tennioation, sen, or 
■se, or zoon, meant son, and therafdro Hendrick Jansm meant 
Hendrick tiie son of Jan, and so, in deeds of successive genraa- 
-tions, we might find .Hendrick Jansen, TenniB Hendricksen, 
Joris Teunissen, etc. . ' '' 

The first two names on the church records of the Dutch 
. 'Church at Hackensack were Hendrick Jmise' and Clanssie 
Comelise, 'which really meant Hendrick^ son of Oecnge 
Brinkeriioff, and danasi^ daughter of Cornelius Bocmgaert, 
"his wif& The inconvenience of thupracticey the oonftiBion to 
."which it gave rise, and the difRcolties in tracing families, uUi- 
"-aoatdy led to its abandonm^Cbotii in Holland and AmeriosL 
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Donng the B8Tolutioiiar7 war the BnnkerfaoCFs of Bergen 
Coanty, with only two or three exceptions, were sohdly Whigs^ 
and manj of them were in the Continental Aimj 
. ^ the first r^;iment ot r^^nlar militia organized, in Bergen. 
' Ooanty the navies of seVen \ Brinkofaofib wwe enrolled, 
deozge was a first lieutenant^ and Cwndius^ Gairett^ Heniy^ 
Jacobus, James and Nacanse were [ffivates. 

Bei^en Counfy in 1683anbr&ced ontythe territory between 
the Hackensack and Hudson riTers, from Constables, Hook: ' 
np to the'FlOTence line, being a narrow strip of land on the- 
west aide, and at no place over five or six miles wide, and. 
fmn twenty-fire to thirty miles in length. The earliest - 
authentic record of a deed of lands in this cotmty dates back 
to 1677, when lands were purchased ot the Indians by Casper- 
and Alattys Jansen. .The creek referred to in ,the grant, on 
" the nortii " of which lay the lands in dispute, was probably 
that of BingTiHti Neighboriiood, whne Hendrick BrinkerhoflT ' 
subsequently purchased in 1685. 

In December, M683, the Assembly of Sast New. Jersey 
passed an act dividing the province into four counties, Bei^n, . 
Essex, Middlesex^ :and Uonmouth. Bergen included all the- 
aettlementfl between the Hudson and Hackensack' rivers. 
Bergen at this time contained less than one hundred families.. 

Hendrick Jorisen BrinkerhofF, tiierefore, and his feunily,: 
were among the earliest settlers, and the &mily name appears- 
iqion the public records ever since. 

Bi the first published records of Justices, commencing in. . 
1715, tiie name of Cornelius Blinckeriioff, son <^ Hendrick,. 
appears. So, also, in 1717 the name of Jacobus BUnk^hofiF,. 
another son of Hendrick, appears as a Justice of the peace. - 

The name of Cornelius appears aslate as 1731, and Jacobus- 
inl748. 

In 1761 the name of Hartman BUnkeifaoff, son of Corne- 
lius, spears as a Justice. In 1765 the names of Hendrick. 
and Qeorge Blinkerhoff appear as freeholders. " ' 

Duiing the present century the names of Brinkeifao^ 
who have been Justices of the peace and other township' offi- 
- cei% are innumerable, and it appears Among the county ' 
officers. In 1816 James H. Brinkeriibfl waft S9ieri£F. In 1839* 
Oeoige H.*Brihkerboff wasSheri^ and in 1859 James J. 
Brinkerfaoff. EVom 1868 to 18TI James J. was also State- - 



^nator. Before thaV in' 1815 and'lSM, Jacob J. Brinker- 
holF was a member <^' the Assemblj, and sabsequentiy, in 
185^ he was a Jndge <^ Uie Court of Common Fleas. 

At'the present time the najne in Kew Jersey is honorably 
Tbpresented by William Brinkeriiofl in the State Senate, and 
by .fames D. KinkedioftaaSbetriff of Bcii^n County. 

In. passing np the TiiBsads^ upon the Hudson riTor, the 
^ist township in Bergen County in which the trareler enters 
is Edgefield. His first impresdons aie madi like those of old 
Hendrick Hudson in speaking of a wider extent of country: 
*"A Tery good land to fall in with, and apleasantplacefoaee." 
The TaDey of the tiackensack invited early settlers, aiyl the 
Talley of the Orerpeck creek, a navigable arm of the Hacken- 
sack, also attracted settlers quite as early in this direction. 
Sloope and Schooners can pass up this creek nearly to the north- 
em boundary of the' township, Bidgefield is bounded on the 
north by Englewood'; on the east by the Hudson river ; on 
'ttie south by Hudson County; and on the west by the Hack- 
ensack river. The southern boundaiy is less than two miles 
in extent, and the northern less than tour, and the length Of 
the township from north to south does not exceed four miles. 
£Vom the western border of the Palisades the land descends to 
the Overpeck, forming a most beautiful valley, vrith the land 
tsgain rising to a high ridge midway between the Overpeck 
Ani the Hackensack. IVom this long ridge, extending tax to 
the north beyond. the township, it took the name of 
Bidgefield. 

Li this township Hendrick Joerisen Brinkerhofl settled, the 
deed of p^rchase being dated July 17, 1685. The site is de- 
scribedinaletterof theBev. ComeliusT. Demarest, underdate 
<if December 26, 1841, as follows : "Just where the Eng^h 
Neighborhood creek fiows into the Hackensack, about nine 
miles from ^oboken, and two miles below the present village of ' 
Hackensack, the road from Hoboken to Hackensack, having 
crossed the English Neighborhood creek one mile back, here 
crosses the Hackensack immediately above the junction of the 
two streams. Standing on the toll bridge, and looking up the 
Hackensack, you ^iffsee about one-fourth of a mile distant a 
point of labd putting out bom the eastern shore, a spot-large 
wiough for a dwelling house,, garden, etc, a veiy^ beautiful ■_ 
water location. On 'that point the first Brinkerfaoff landed 
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«id setiled. His lands extended firom the Hackensack lirer 
to the TCnglish Neighborhood creek, a distance of about two 
miles, and were intersected bythe Queen's road (Queen Anne) 
running over the ridge S. W. andN. E.'' 

The relentlei^ raihroad corporations, in the interest of our 
modem dvilizationy have desecrated thesis fair lands, and have 
burned up the old homestead, and driven its Brinkerhoff 
owners elsewhere ; but yet the descendants of Hendrick, in 
increasing thousands, will Tenerate fbe place with undying 
zegaid, and whilst time lasts, and a Brinkerhoff lives, it will 
never be forgotten. 
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- THE PENNSYLVANIA eOLONT. 

' BT ass. K. BRnnEKRHOFF. 

J ORIS BRINKERHOFF, the common ancestor of tiie Penn- 
S7lTama BrinkerhofFs, and of the most of those in Cen- 
tral New York, and la the Western States, was the son 
of Jacobus, the youngest son of EeDdiick, the eldest son of 
Joris Dircksen, and was bom October 9, 1719, and probably 
in the old homestead on the Hackmsack. At any rate, we 
know that his grandfather, Hendridt, died about the year 
1710 ; and that his father, Jacobus, and his imcle, Dirc^ by 
inheritance and piuchase, became &B owners of the home- 
stead. 

Of the early history of Joris we know nothing, except that 
in November, 1745, he married Martina Bogart, and settled 
upon a farm nearSchraalenburgh, Bergen County, New Jersey. 

Here he remained an honored monber of the community, 
and of the Dutch Church, at Schraalenburgh, until tiie spring' 
of 1770. 

Here his seven children — all boys — were horn, viz.: 
James, November 27, 1746 ; Boelif, November 10, 1748 ^ 
Henry, July 4, 1751 ; Gilbert, February 22, 1753 ; Jacob, Feb- 
ruary 22, 1756 ; John, April 6, 1759 ; and Geot^e, February 
as, 1761. 

In the spring of 1770, he removed, with his family, to- 
York County (now AdamsX Pennsylvania, and settled upoa 
lands located about four miles northeaist of the present city of 
Gettysburg. Why be removed we do not know. He was at 
an age (fifty-one) when men, as a rule, do not care to take 
upon themselves the hardships of pioneer life. He was in 
comfortable dicumstances where he was. He owned a good 
farm, was a magistrate of the county, and a ruling elder in 
bis church, and it would seem to have required some^strong- 
impeUing motive to induce him to exchange the comforts of.' 
civilization for the hardships of the wilderness. 
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Very Ukdj ka fdt that his seven stalwart sons wouM 
have a better chance in a* new oonntty than in an .old, bat 
tradition says, that he was a wise man, and that he discerned 
the storm of war, which, even then, was gathering npon the 
Jiorizon, and foresaw Uiat when it broke upon tibe country it 
would be the most senrere in the neighborhood cl New^ York 
. C&ty^ and that, consequently, he deemed it best to seek shelter 
in time. At any- rate^ in the spring of 1770, we find him with 
bis family among the pioneers of the Dutdi colony of Cone- 
wago, and located upon a &rm of five hundred and twenty 
acresin the township of Strabone, York Oouniy (now Adams), 
in the State of Pennsylvania. 

Adams County was fonned from the western part of York. 
Its western *line is the* top of the Blue Bidge •range of the 
Alleghany Mountains, and hence the western part i>f the 
4)ounty is ragged and romantic, and the mountains— beautiful 
and blue — are in full view trom, nearfyall parts of the county. 
The southern line forms, also, tibe line between Pennsylvania 
and Maryland. Theeastern line is stiU the boundary of York 
and Adams, and the northern part extends to Cumberland 
County. 

About eight miles, or nearly that, east of the foot of the 
mountains, and parallel therewith, runs a rough, stony, gran- 
ite ri€^, neither lofty cr wide, with an average elevation of 
about fifty feet, and a width of about one-half mile. Along this 
ridge, at distances from each other of about eight miles, like 
iientinels on duty in the days of war, rise up to the height of 
from three to four hundred feet, beautiful, blue, round hiDs, 
about one mile in diameter at their base, and their sides, or 
surfaces, covered with monster granite rocks. Ibrom one 
pointy near Hunterstown, at one view; four of those great 
Jandmarks, viz.: ^'Harper's Hill,^ near the Maryland line; 
''Bound Top," of battle fame ; ''Granite Hill f and "Bound 

For miles along each side of this ridge^ apd southward to 
the Maryland line, the countty is rollings the slopes being 
long and gradual, and the soil generally is .what is there 
«lled"Bedlands.'* 

-The Conewago settlement extended from a point about twd 
miles west of the present village of Hunterstown aloi^ a joad 
running in a southwesterly direction, to a point a mile or lees 
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- across what is now tha^BaUunore TSta^ sod down tlie pike to 
what is now ,two tavems. Tbe road is> still known as thfr 
" IjOW Dutch road." 

The colonists were, fiucmea^ and, tiierefor^ no TiDage was 
located. ..r- -.= 

The colony, ultimately, consiBted of about one hundred and 
' fifty familiee, mainly from Bergen County, New Jets^, and - 
was established duiins the decade preceding the Bevolntionary 
war. ■ 

Some were tm the ground as eariy as 17<5, but the larger 
number came later. 

Why they selected this particalar locality is not known, but 
probably the similarity of the soil to that of northern New 
Jersey was one reason, being the red aandrtone f onna^n w> 
frtniTiftr to Jeisey men. 

In CTery Dutch settlement the flist thing to do after tanor 
Vaa were located was to orgganxf a church, and this was done 
at Conewago, but the exact year ia not known. Of thia 
diurch Joris Briukerboff was. a luUng elder. 

It was called "The BeformedDutchChurchof Conewngo,*' 
and by this name it appeaia on the roll of the Classis of New 
Brunswick, New Jersey. 

Hie records of the Dutch church at Conewago, for th» 
most part, .are lost, but the baptismal i^;ister and some de- 
tached papers are still in the poasession .of the tier. J. K. 
Dematest, pastor of the Presbyterian church at Qettysburig. 
Item the baptismal record the following names of Brinker- 
hoffs are extracted, with the orthography as there given : 
Jacobus (James) Blinkeriwf . Catrintie Yoortiees. 

Mariyiitee^ baptized January 9, 1774; Annatie (Hannah)^ 
baptized September 8, 1776; Joris (Geo^e),_ baptized Jome 1^ 
1778; Albert, baptized January 19, 1781; Isaack, baptized 
June 90, 1790. 

Boelef BUnkeriM^ Beelitie Demareeu 

David, b^jfized March 17, 1776; Jacobus- (James) baptized 
June 14^ 1778; Margaieta, baptized June 4, 1780; Annatie 
(Hannah), baptized November 8, 1789; Joiis (George), baptized 
March IS. 1785; Hendrick (HenryX baptized October 14, 1787; 

Maria, baptized , 1790. -' 

■ Jacobus Blinkerhof. Annatie Donaree. ' 
. Joris, Januuy 16, 1780; Margarita, April 14, 1789; David, 
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June 18, 1784; Hendiick, January 29, 1786; Beelitie (Isabd), 

Match 21, 1790; Jacobus, -> 1792. 

Lukas Blinkerhof. Maria Cole.. 
Jacobus, January 4c, 1785; Autie, July 16, 1786; Annatie,^ 
May, 1792. 

- Jan Blinkerhof. Sara Yanardalen. . 
Jons, November 18, 1785; Garret, October 14, 1787; Hen- 
diick, August 28, 1790; Maityna, April, 1798. 

Joris Blinkerhof. Maria Van Harlinger. 
Joris Hendrick, July 10, 1791; Johanes Martines, Aprils; 

li98. '{'f 

Hendiick Blinkerhof. Naltie Hoogtaling. 
Hezikiah; April, 1792. 

Ghiilbert Blinkerhof . Elizabeth Ackerman. 
Martyntie, baptized June 80, 1776: Lena, baptized October 
a; 1779i Joris (George), baptized December 21^ 1781; Cornelius, 
baptized August 31, .i^;84; Annatie (Hann ih), baptized March; 
25, 1787; Margarets^ baptized November 8, 1789; Gertie, bap- 
tized ^,1792. 

The first pastor of the Conewago chiux^h was the Rev. 






Cornelius Casine^ who served . in that capacity from the 
autumn of 1772 until his death in 1788. 

He was succeeded by the Bev. GteoiKe G. Brinkerhoff, 
the youngest son of Joris, who entered upon his pastorate in 
November, 1789. He was qirdained in the city of New York, 
at the General Synod held in October of that year, as appears 
by the following minute from Jts records: '^The licentiate, 
Georgius Brinkerhoff, presented a call made upon him by the 
oongr^ation of Conewago, and, at the request of the congre- 
gation, and on account of the distance (it was a sue weeks', 
journey there), this reverend body ^lemnly ordained Mr. 
Brinkerhoff in the Reformed Dutch Church." 

One of the deeds of lands purchased by Joris Brinkeihoff 
to dated ICarch 21, 1771, and id in the i)ossession' of John G. - 
Brinkerhoff, of Hunterstown, Pa., by whom the land is still 
owned. 

Here Joris Brinkerhoff settled, and remained until his 
death, January 8, 1810, at the advanced age of ninety-one year& 

He was a leading man in the Conewago colony; a magis- 
trate for many years, a ruling elder in the church, and always 
respected and honored by the entire cpmmuni^. . ' . 
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He was bnried in the Oonewago btHTing ground^ and at 
his gxavo a ndw monument has recenlij been erected (1S85) 
. by the contributions of a number of fa^ daacmidante, irbo 
were present at the family reunion held upon the old home- 
stead, August 31, 1884. 

The following biographical sketch of him was lead at the 
reunion bj John G. ' BrinkerhofF : 

" E^-om what I have often heard related by my grandfathw 
(^ohn, sou of Joris), from my father, and othss, of the appear^ 
ance, life, times, and anecdotes of our ancestor (he died twelve 
years before I was bom), he was described as a large, power- 
ful man, over six feet tall, broad across the shoulders, and 
strongly built. He was a man of great perseverance and 
strong determination, and would have his own way, over- 
sight and control of all his property, .until about throe years 
before his death. He lived in the times that tried men'a,'souIs. 
He was a firm friend of the lather of his Country, andagreat 
advocate of the cause of Independence. His sons all served in 
the Bevolutionary War except the youngest (the Bev. (Jeorge 
Q.), and I often heard my grandfather relate that after he had 
served six months in the army, and returned home on a fur-* 
lough, the old gentleman would have him off again, sayingbe 
could get along with the staves, of which he had quite a 
'niunber. 

" He was represented to me as a great man in prayer, would 
■have his slaves and domestics present at worship, and in times 
of drouth, threatened calamify, or sickness, would have special 
prayers, and all hands from ^ops, fields, and farm (tiiey did 
their own blacksmithing, spinning, weaving, shoemakinft 
etc , etc,) would have to drop their work and be present 

" ^ was a man of kindly disposition, and the peacemaker 
of his neighborhood. He would not quarrel himself, and would - 
not allow others to quarrel or fight in his presence. In short, 
he was a true man and a good citizen in all the relations of - 
life, and was so recognized by his contemporaries. 

" In his religious faith he remained steadfast in the doc- 
trines of the Beformed Dutch Church, and in the last letter 
written hy him, which has been preserved, he dwells in sor- 
low upon a certain heresy, as be deemed it, then being taught 
hy a new pastor, and says, in conclusiott : ' I and my childrai, 
and some others, do not like to have anything to do with it. 



I 



.] 



^. V ^ ^^-^ " ;^"^'^^' ^ ^^ l !^f^X-^ 







We frequent the chorch and kasp sileiit> but the ythcAa thing 
ii 80 entanf^ed that it must soon be finished. I hope with 
great omfidence tiiat the good Lord will I^ us Stand b^ the 
teaching which our ancestors have sealed with tiieir blood, 
and that is the pnyer of your father.' 

"Like most men of property in those days he was the . 
owner of slaves, but before his death he provided for the free- 
d<xn of all of tiiem. i ' . 

"By a document dufy executed and recorded, under date . 
of August 3S, 1807, he provides : * Whereas, my mulatto man, 
Jone, aged twenfy-foor years two months and nine days, and 
my mulatto man Jim, aged twenty-three years and seven 
days, and my mulatto girl Lean, aged ei^teen years and 
deren days, were all bom as servants to me, the subscriber, 
and all recorded according to law in the S^pstei's Office of 
the County of York; now 1, QeoigeBiinkerhoff, St., of Stra- 
bone Township, County of Adams, and State of Penn^tvania, 
do, for value received, assign all my right and title of the 
forgoing servants xmtil they come to the age of twenty-ei^t 
jrears, and no longer, to Gilbert Brinkerhoff and Heniy Brink- 
etfaoff, both of Mount Pleasant Township, County and State 
aforesaid.' 

"By Ms win, dated two months eaidier, he providedfor the 
freedom of his other slaves. The will entire is as follows : 

"1. 'In the name of Qod, Amenj I, Qeoige Brinketfaoff, 
of Strabone Township, being weak of body, but sound of 
mind, memory and understanding, thanks to Almighty God 
for the some, do make and publish -this, m/ last will and tes- 
tament, as follows : 

"S. 'Igive and bequeath to my eldest son one bond which 
I obtiuned from him. 

"8. *I give and bequeath to my sons Boelif and Jacob the 
bonds I obtained from tiiem. 

"4. *I give and bequeath to my son Gitbect the sum of 
twenty-five pounds,' to be paid him by son John, for cotaan * 
[ffivileges obtained. 

"S. 'To my sons Boelif and Jacob, the sum of twenty 
pounds, to be paid by my son George, for certain privil^^ - 
obtained by him. ' ., 

"6. 'Theremainderofmyestatetobedividedequalfyamong' 
my seven sons, vis.: James, Boelif, Guilb^, Beniy, Jacob, 
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; John, and Geoigei to ahaxop and share aUka, except my thxee 
old dayesi ▼!£: Sam,* Nick, and Poll; \ gi^e them their liberty 
and freedom from 8laTer7,;and allow them their beds and bed- 
.din& their dothes, and their household fumiture. 

^'7. * Lastly, I do nominate and conatitate my sons Guilbert^ 
John, and Henry Brinkerhbfl^ to be the ezecutors of this my 
last Win and testament, hereby levoking all other wills, lega- 
cies^ and bequests by me heretofore made, anddeclaie th^ and 
na other, to be my last win and testament. . 
. . >***Li witness whereunto I tot my hand and seal this twenty* 
second day of Jone, 1807. 

. ' GSOBGS BsiNXXRHOVr.* 

* * Witnesses present, 
^'^JohnSghbitde^ 
'• * DAvm HkBMOK.'' ' 

* NOTB.^11 wffl b« ootiotd Uia* Ib tiia liiter doeamMite th« nanM U 
G«oii«iiisto«dof JoriiiaiidtlM lis d^pp6d» and tha final fit doabied in tiia 



So wtth the sons : Jaeobas is written Jamee; OniIbert» Gilbert; Hendrid^ 
Henrjp ete. It was tbe transition period with all Dutoh namee. 

JsoL hie win his son Henry is named as one of the ezecntor% and also as one 
of the le gat ee s , and yet the settlement papers seem to ehow that Henry, the 
eldest son of Jamesp acted as ezeculor, and the traditioni of the family are' 
that Henry, the eon of Joris, died diortly after the doee of the Rerolation- 
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NEW YOBK COLONT. 



TO manj of the emigrants from New Jersey to Gonewago 
the change evidently was not satisfactory, for, in a few 
yeaxsy one part of tbem removed to Eentucky (none of 
them Brinkerfaofib), and a few years later, in 179^ another 
part moved north waird to Central New Yoric, and the^ result 
was that the colony was so depleted that the Dutch families 
remaining Were not suflSdently numerous to keep up their 
4Shurch organization. 

Bev. George G. Brinkerfaoff was the last pastor, and after 
bis resignation, the few Dutch families still on the ground 
became affiliated with the Ftesbyterian Cburch at Hunters- 
town, which, in its faith and organization, was substantialy 
the same as that of the Dutch Beformed CSiurch. 

The drcumstances under whidi the emigration to ^^ntral 
New York (Cayuga County) was noade are worthy of notice. 

The aborigines of the north, as is well known, possessed 
more vigor than those of the south. . EVom 1776 to 17M the 
most powerful confederacy of Indians in America was that of 
the Six Nations, who occupied what is now Ohio, together 
with large portions of Northern Penni^lvania and Western 
New York. The districts indicated continued, inaccessihle to 
white settiers even after Eentucjcy had become a Stat^w 

The massacre of Wyoming, of latter memory, waa by the 
Sx Nations, at the instigation of the tones in 1778. 

Successes against this *conf ederaqr were few and of small 
consequence until after the massacre just mentioned; but that 
awakened a widespread and fierce indignation, which could 
tfniy be satisfied with sudi just retribution as was infiicted on 
the Vidians by (General Sullivan. He fou^^t the bloody battle 
of the Chemung, about where the dty of Elmira.now stands. 
In 1779, and at the same time burned nearly fiffcy of thcilr 
villages in the Genesee valley; but not until the famous 
crushiqg victory •of ^' Had .Aiitliony Wayne,'' as the people 






/ « 



.V !»• JM. • .«p «.>^.k.*Mi 






called bim, m 1784^ was the red oan^ftfewer^ eroi so far east 
as the Susquehatma, finallj and foreTeT deatroyed. 

These two Tictoriea made the countiy abuut the lakes ot 
Kew York safe, and hardlj waa the way to it open befon 
some advent>JT>^ spirita of the Conewaji^ colony hastened to 
. make use of it. They were among the Teiy first to -seek, 
homes in that dhnction, and the erentful' century which haa. 
now abnost intervened betweoi ns- and them has. justified 
their wisdom and f oresifi^ 

This pioneer colony consisted of tea families, and their 
joonuj "through the- wildemesa to the piomiaed land" ia 
graphicaUy described in a lecrait letter from the venerable and 
honcned John L Brinkeriiofl, the son of one of the leaders of 
this colony^ and who- stiU reaidea (1886) upon lands there 
located. He says: **Your gcandfather, Boeliff BrinkerhoS, 
and my &ther, his brother, Jacob Bridkerhoff, left Gettys- 
burg, Pa., April 30, 1798, with their families, in company with 
c^fat other families, for (aa it waa called) the Qeneeee, or lake 
country, in New York." 

Among these wi ght &miliea there waa a Luke Brinkeihoff 
and his &mily. He waa a cousin of Bodiff and Jacob, and 
came with them from Beigen County, N. J.. His father waa 
Jacob, a younger brotherof Jod& 

He settled in Wayne County, N. Y.^ and left a daughter, 
but no male descendants. . 

Hy father and mother had with them seven chfidren, and 
my uncle Boeliff and my aunt ^bel Oiis wife) had eight 
diildiien. Altc^ther there must have been a pretty laige 
company. They caine in tented wagons, and' brought with 
tiiem as much as they could of provisions and hous^old Btu£F, 
such as th^ would need 'by the way and on their arrival 
here. 

They got to this county (Cayuga) the fourth of July, hav- 
ii^ been two montiis and fbur daya on the way. I wUl give 
a short narrative oi their l<mg journey, as I have (^ten heard' 
it related by my parents and others. 

The State of Pennsylvania had been for some time eiigag^d 
in opening a road through the wildemeaato the Gfenesee or lake 
country. Gangs of men were employed on different sectional 
and this was their road to travel. Of course it was a rou£^ 
load,- the trees cut down, and logs got out. of the way, with 






oordxvoy bridges orerswampj ^aces, bo that wagons could 
pass. Swnetimes the;- would come to Vbe end of thezoady. 
that is» thejr would come upto a company of men who had. 
not finished their section, and they would send a few men 
with ax^ and help them thiou^ to the next opoi sectaon. 
- There were no ctmmiodious hotels on this hi^waj, bnt erery 
settler who had got up a log house would take in all his little- ' 
house would hold, so, when nearni^t, if they came to one- 
pf these bouses they would cany in bedding enouj^ out of the- 
wagons to cotct the floor, and the women and chfldren would 
sleep ill the house, and the men in the >wagons. If, when 
ni^t overtook Uiem, which often happened, and there was na 
house in d^t, the women and children would sleep in the- 
wagons, and the men on ttie ground under the wagons. 

So t^ey came on untHthey reached the Susquehanna imr, 
near its junction with the Cihemung river. Here they were- 
held about two weeks, on account of higb water, until the 
water yraa low enou^^ to ford the riTer. From there they 
came to the head d Cayuga lake, where the village of tthaca 
now stands, and so down the east side of the Cayuga lake to- 
the south end of the county of Cayuga (in the town of Qenoa, 
I thinkX and here they f omid some cleared land (or Indian fields, 
as they were called), and here they concluded t<D stop and tako 
time to look aronnd'and decide where to'make a permanent- 
■etUonent. They- put up some cabins .for shelter, and 
alQiough it was late, they put in some seed to raise some grain 
for the next year. 

Th^ ronained here neaiiy two yeara^ and in that time 
ttiey colored ttie country, and finally purchased l^ds, and 
made their settlement near the foot <^ the Owasco lak^ and 
most of them on the east side. 

Hy father and uncle Roeliff purchased and settled 6a what- 
has ever since been called BiinkeiiiofiF'B Point, on the east 
nde of the lake, and about two and a half miles from the foot 
They took poesessiou in the siting of 1795. 
- As soon as they yreace tairlj located they orgEmized a relig- 
ious society in connection with the Dutch Beformed Church, 
with my £atheranduncle two of its officers. The society toqk 
its corporate form and title at a meeting held in Hie house of 
GoL John L. Hardenbeighj at Hardenbett^'s Comets (now tbe- 
dty of Auburn). '" 
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Itlilnk there were four settlers within the limits of the 
present town of Owasco when our people came here. 

When the Getty^burK colony came here in 1798 there was 
hutone house (that of 06L John L. Hardenbergh) where the 
•city of Auburn now stands. 

From 1795 and onwards emigrants came in rapidly, and 
in 1797 they erected a log meeting house^ the first church 
•edifice in Gayuga county. It stood about fifteen rods south 
<Kf the bridge on our farm, on the east side of the road, and was 
in use until 1815, when the new church, erected in Owasco 
Tillage, was occupied. • 

Fkovisions were somewhat scarce the first two or three 
years, especially grain, as hardly enough was raised to supply 
Hbe incoming emigrants, so they had to economise pretty dose. 

They did not suffer for want of meat, as the game in the 
woods, and fish in the lake and creeks, supplied that. So 
ihey were never in a starving condition. 

Two years after their settlement on the Owasco^ (l7M)f 
they were joined by James Brinkerhpff, and still later (1808) 
by the Rev. Gteorge G. Brinkerhoff and his family. 

The three pioneer Brinkerhofis, James, Boeliff , and Jacob, 
were all l^eir lives aknong the leading men of the county, in 
the church, and in business, and none were more respected or 
worthy. 

The Brinkerhoff lands extended, perhaps half a mile 
north and south of Brinkerhoff point on the lake, and is one 
of the most beautiful, as wdl as one of the most fertile loca- 
tions in Central New York, and the farms carved out of these 
lands are still .aogiong the most valuable in that region. The 
Hon. John i, Brinkerhoff (son of JacobX and David Brinker- 
hoff (grandson of Boelef), still reside here with several of their 
children. Brinkerhoff Point is about five miles south of the 
•city of Auburn. 

The Owasco Lake, which is about twelve miles long, with 
an average width of one mile, is one of the most beautiful 
sheets of water in America, and its sh6res are now largely 
occupied by summer villas of wealthy city owners. 

• Here, along the eastern shore of the Owasco, the Brinker- 
hofPs took root, and here many of their descendants still 
vemadn^ good. men and women, and worthy citizens of the 
State. 
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GENEALOGIOAL BEOOBD. 



niUT, SBOOIID, THIBD AUD WOXJKSB OKHBHATIOMS. 



AT the death of Joris Brinkeriioff, in 1810, there were 
Uving of his descendants six sons and forty-nine 
grandchildren. Of these grandchildren twenty-seven 
were males and twenty-two females. Only two of them are 
now living: John L Brinkerhoff of Owasco, N. Y.,* an4 La- 
cretiay widow of David Schreiver, of Hunterstown, ^iPa. 

The following genealogical record will show their distribu- 
tion, and their line of descent from Joris Dircksen, the founder 
of the family in America. It wiUaKsogive an outline of subse- 
quent additions to these families, as an aid to those of the 
present generation in preserving and furnishing the necessary 
family records for the compilation of the larger history of the 
family to be published hereafter. 

Brief biographical sketches of a few heads of families aie 
also given, and it is hoped that every family whidi has been 
omitted will at once makeup a complete record on the plan 
we have adopted, in a direct line from Joris Brinkerhoff who 
settled in Pennsylvania in 1770, tc^ther with biographical 
sketches, and forward to address of General B. Brinkerhoff, 
Mansfield, Ohio, and preserve a copy for themselves. 

Aa soon as idl the descendants are thus presented, a coni- 
plete history can be published. Eirors in the present publica- 
tion (and doubtless there are some) should also be noted for 
ooirection. ...>,' • . 

I-L — Joris Dircksen Brinkerhoff, the jEounder of the 
American branch of the ^inkerhoff family* came from the 
Ptovince of Drenthe, in the Netheriands, and having lived for 
some time at Hushing, in the Ftovince of Zealand, emigrated 
to the New Netherlands (now. IXeyr York) in 1688, and settled 
upon a feum within the present limits of the dty of Brooklyn, 
where he resided until his death, Januaiy 16, 166L For par- 



•jobnL BBliikftfflioff died Jim« IMsffiM 
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ticulars of his career in the New Woild see anUf pages 18 to* 

16. : 

He married Susannah Dubbels, and all his children were- 
bom in Holland. 

In a book entitled ''The Early Settlers of Kings Ooonfy'^ 
it is stated that '' Joris Dircksen Brinckerfaoef arriTed in 1638. 
He settled on Staten Island, and entered into a contract with 
Gomelius Melyn, the owner of the island, to reside there; but 
owing to the murder of some of the neighboring planters by 
the Indians, in 1641, he obtained a reltese from the contract 
August lli, 1641. He went to Long Island, and settled in 
Brooklyn. He died January 16, 1661.'' 

From other sources it would seem that the Comelius- 
Melyn mentioned aboTO was the son-in-law of Joiis, and the* 
first husband of Altie. After his death she married William 
Corenhoven. 

- — CHILDREN. 

S-9.— Dirck*: kiQed by Indians on Staten Island. 
S-8.— Hendrick : bom about 1630 ; died about 1710. 
8-4. — ^Abraham : bom 1639 ; died about 1714. 
. S-5. — ^Altie : married William GovenhoTen. 

« 

n-HL — Hendrick Joerisen Brinkerhoff married daasie,. 
daughter of Cornelius Boomgaert, and settled in Hempstead, 
Long Island, where he remained until his removal to New* 
Jersey during, the Revolutionary War. 

In 1677 he purchased a tract of land in Bergen, now a part 
of Jersey City, which,, after his death, became, the residence 
of his widow and his son Cornelius, and on this tract some of 
his descendants still reside. 

In 1679 he joined with a few other Dutchmen from Bergen 
and purchased the Indian title to the site of what is now Pas- 
saic City, but soon afterwards disposed of his interest there, 
and subsequently purchased of Hendrick Epske Banta, by 
deed bearing date June 17, 1685, the farm upon the Hacken- 
sack, just below the present Bidgefield Park Station, on the 
West Shore Bailroad, and formerly known as old Hackensack, 
upon which he residied until his death, and which remained in 
the family Until 1878. 

In '^The Early Settlers of Kings County,'? page 49, -it ia . 
stated as follows: ''Hendrick Jorne married Gaasie Gorneliset 
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3oQmgaeri or B6ugoert, of Middle wont (Slushing). Name on 
Indian deed of Hushing of 1670, and on Assembly roll of 1875. 
Member of the Hempstead Assembly of 1665, from Flushings 
«nd a magistrate of said town in 1662-68 and '78. Bemoved 
-from Hushing to the eastern branch of the Hackensack Biver, 
N. J.f where he bought land June 17, 1685. His descendants 
±1 New Jersey sometimes write their names *Blinckerfaoff. 
Issue: Susanna; baptized Januaiy, 1661; married Boelof Yon 
Ber Lind0| of Hackensack. Cornelius manied Algie Yree- 
land, and resided at Hackensack. Dirck, of Hackensack, 
Tnarried Margaret Siba Banta; and Jacobus, of Hackensack, 
baptized March 99, 1685, married Angenietye Banta.'' 

In a book entitled ''Hudson Ck>unty (N. J.) Land Titles," 
page 136, it is stated '^TheDutchWest India Company deeded 
'(Lot No. 18 on map) to Jan Evertse Bout^ and he to Michael 
Jansen. Jansen's widow, ilt jie Hartmans, sold to Class Jan- 
•sen De Bocker, December 20, 1667. De Bocker conveyed the 
.same. May 80, 1667, to Hendrick Jorise Van Blinkerhoef ;.he 
conveyed it to his son Cornelius, February 24, 1708." 

This seems to have been his first purchase in New Jersey, 
.and to this property his widow and his son Cornelius removed 
after his death. He had five chOdren, of whom we have his- 
toric record, but some accounts name a sixth child, a daughter 
named Gertie, bom February 20, 1670, whidi is probably cor- 
rrect, and that the child died in infancy. 

CHILDREN. • 

3-6. — ^Margrietje: bom June 13, 1671. 

8-7. — Cornelius: bom 1678; died September 1, 1770. 

8-8.^oris: bom 1678; died February 5, 1692. 

8-9. — ^Dirck. 

8-10.-nJacobus: baptized March 29, 1685; died 1770. 



IH-VL — ^Margrietje Brinkerhoff married Mattys De Mott^ 
*of Kingston, May 6, 1705; united with the Hackensack 
Church October 5, 1701. 

ICL-Vn. — Cornelius Brinkerhoff: born in Middlewout, L. 
L; manied A^e Yreeland May 24, 1708: died September 1, 
1T70, aged 97 years. He was sometimes called Cornelius Hen- 
drif^VBAi^ Van Blinkerhoff. He united with the Hackensadc 
•Church AiuJl 8, 1699. 
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m-IZ.— Diick Brinkeilioff united with the 
Church April 8, 1699; mairied^ Oak, Maigriflije Sibese Bahta^ 
October 81, 1703; second, Abigal Ackerman, October, 1783. 

ni-X — Jacobus Brinkerhof^ like his father, Hendrid^ 
and his grandfather, Joris, was a man of hi^ character and 
standing in the communi^ in which he liyed. At Iftie death 
of his father he and his brother Dirck took the paternal home^ 
stead upon the Hackensack, where he resided until his death. 
He was a count7 magistrate, an elder of the church (of which 
an his fainilj were members), and a man of mark in all the 
rdationiB . of life. In a stone, in the comer of the church at 
Fackpnsacfc, his name is cut in bold letters' as one of its eailj 
founders.' 

He married Agnitie Banta» daughter of Hendrick Banta^ 
April 17, 1708, bj whom he had fiye • 



•' - QHILDRBN. 

4-11. — Hartnian; bom May 1, 1709. ^ 

, 4-12.^-Hendrick: bom November 1, 1710; died 1760. 
4-18.-nJoris: bom October 9, 1719; died January 8, 1810. 
4-14.— >Jacob: bom NoTomber 19, 1791. 

4-15.— Martje (Maria): bom October 22, 1724. . 

• 

IV-Xn. — ^Hendrick Brinkeifaoff had five children, viz.: (1) 
Cobus, who had two sons and a daughter (Hendri<d: and Qar- 
ret), and a son of one of them (Garret) was the Rev. James G. 
Brinkerhoff ; (2) Nicoussie, who had one son, who died a 
youth, and three daughters; (8) George, who had four 90ns 
(Hendrick, Jacob, CSqbus, and Cbmelius), and a son of one of 
them (Hendrick) was sheriff; George Brinkeriioff ; (4) Hendrick; 
(6) Ann. 

TV-xiM. — Joris Brinkerhoff, the common ancestor of . the 
Pennsylvania, Central New Ydftk^ and Western Brinkerhoff's, 
married Baeltie Demaies^ daughter of David Demares^ in 
November, 1745, and settled upon a taxm about a mile south 
of the present raihroad station aft DemaresL Here he resided 
until his removal to Pennsylvania in 1770, and here all his 
children were bom. 

In 1770 he emigrated to York County (now Adams), Pa., 
ajid settled upon a farm of five hundred 'and twenty acrea^ 
about four miles northeast of the present 'city of Qettysbiug; 
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and between what are now known as the Haiiisbuig State* 
Road and the York Pike. • 

The house he buSt and Irred in all his Uf e remained untQ* 
a few years ago, when it was taken down to give place for a 
modem stmcture. It was built of concrete^ and the walls were* 
two feet thick. The work was done bj h&i daveSy and two or 
three summers were taken for its completion. 

CHILDREN. 

m 

5-16. — James : bom November 28, 1746 ; died Maj, 1818. 
5-17. — ^Boelef ; bom November 10, 1748; died S^bruarj S8,. 

1880.. 
5-18. — ^Heniy; bom July ^ 1751; died umoarried. ' 

5-19.-^-Oilbert; bom February 22, 1758: 
5-20-^acob; bom February 22, 1756; died November 1^ 



1829. 
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5-21.— John; bom April 6, 1759; died May 18, 1888. 
5-22.— George; bom February 28, 1761; died May 29, 1813L 

IV-XIV. — Jacob Brinkerhoff, son of Jacobus, had six. 
children, viz.: (1) Agniti^ married to David Haring; (2) Liicas^ 
who emigrated with his unde Joris to Pennsylvania,- and 
thence to Cayuga County, N. Y. ; (8) Nantie (Hannah), who 
married John Christie; (4) Cobus; (5) Hendrid^ who .died, 
unmarried; (6) Albert, who left two sons (Jacob and Albert) 
and a daughter (Ann), who married David Christie. 

Y-XVL — James (Ck>bu^ or Jacobus in Dutch) Brinkerhoff 
was bom in Bexgen County, New Jersey, November 28,. 1746. 
He married Catrintie (Catharine) Yoorfaees, and remained in 
Bergen County until his removal to Pennsylvania. ^ • 

' When his father (JoiJs) removed to Pennsylvania in 1770, he- 
purchased farms for all his married sons. . The land assigned 
to James consisted of two hundred and thiify-siz acres, near 
his father's (now owned by David SunrignerJ, andh^are ho 
settled, and remained until his removal to New York. 

In 1796 he followed his brothers to New York with all his. 
feunily, except his eldest son, Henry. 

He settled upon a farm about two miles south of Brinker- 
hoflPs Point, in the town of Niles,. near the Owasco Lake, 
where he remained until his death, in 1818, and where his 
grandson James still resides.^ . %. • . 

Like his brothers, he wias a man (^sterling int^;rity, an 
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«ctiTe member of the Dutch Ghoich, and a worthy citizen in 
an the relations of life. 
He had six ' 

CHILDREN. 

6-23. — ^Heniy, bom August 9, ITTO; died October 1, 1847. 

6-24.— Luke. 

6-26.->Jacob V. 

6-28. — GeoiKe. ^^ 

e-21.— Albert 

6-28.— James. n 

y-XVn— Boelif (Ralph in English), the second son of 
Joris^ was bom in Bergen County, N. J., November 10, 1748, 
and remained with his father until the family emigrated to 
Pennsylvania in 1770. 

In the autumn of that year he returned to New Jersey, and 
married Baeltie (Isabella) Demaiest, a daughter of David 
Demarest, of Bergen Cbunty. - 

The Demarest family was of Huguenot extraction, and 

dates back to David Demarest, who landed in New York 

April 16, 1668, in company with tlie other EVench refugees 

who came over from Amsterdam in the ship '^Brindled Ck>w,^ 

. fleeing from religious persecution in their native land. 

It would seem that Boelif and his wife remained in Beigen 
County for a year or two, for their first child, Martyntie 
(Martina),. is recorded in the records of the . Schraalenburg 
chimsh as baptized* September 18, 1772. 

However, in 1778 we find him upon a farm of two hun- 
dred and forty-four acres in his father^s neighborhood in 
Adams County, Pa., which is now owned by Rufus A. Eichel- 
berger. ' \ . 

Here he resided until his removal to New York in 1798, 
when, he located upon a foirm on the north side of Brinker- 
hoflPs Point, on the Owasco Lake^ on what is known as Lot 
84, and where he rmoained until his death, February 28, 1830. 

His wife survived him several years. 

Boelif Brinkerfaoff was the master spirit of the colony fix)m 
Conewago, and was a man every way entitled to leadership; 
and his wife was in every respect a helpmeet for him. 

The following description of this worthy couple, by his old- 
est, grandson now living, Peter SL Brinkerfaoff (a worthy rep- 
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' naentatiTe of his j^randfather, and of the same commaiidiiig 
bught), who resides at C(nnptoa, California, presents a graphic 
|Bctar^ which is fullj confirmed l^ all other acooonts we have 
d him. He says t ' . 

"When grandfather died, at tiie age of ed^trtwo years 
one montii and eighteen days, I was but a mece boy, yet I 
remember him Tory welL In appearance he was of coomiand- 
ing figure, tan, about mx feet fonr inches, straight of compact 
fonn, possessing much physical strength and mndi endurance, 
thouji^ in later years age and much physical labcv inclined his 
form somewhat forward. 

** In character he was a positiTe man. For many continu- 
ous years be was an elder, or deacon, in the Dutch Beformed 
Church in Owasco, a prominent man in all chorchand religions 
moTeinents, and, what is ci more importance an honest 
Chiistian at home. His daily life was permeated with the 
lainciples of his religion, and he practised at hcnne what he ; 
professed abroad. In manner he was a plain, blunt man, but - 
Tray affable, pleasant, agreeable and generous. ' - 

"As to his habits, in an eminent d^ree he was tpmpeiate, 
industrious, and economical, and possessing much raieigy of 
diaracter. 

"An anecdote, one of many I could relate, win illustrate 
his character for decision and promptness, from which people 
had learned that what he said he meant to perform. 

"On account <rf the doctrines preached by Dtmiine Ten 
Eyck, minister in the old Dutch Beformed Cbiuch at Owasco, 
a very respectable part of the membership withdrew, because, 
as ttiey claimed, Ten Eyck did not preach in thor puri^ the 
doctrines of the church. Thereupon, Ten Elyck was called to 
an account by the Church Consistoiy, and promised to preach 
no more Hopkinsian tenets, but in a* short time he preached 
again the same offensive doctrines. After conmdaahle remon- 
sbance he perdsted in his Course. lading ihey were not 
aooompliahing anything, grandfather exclaimed: "To your 
tents, O Israeli" and left. The seceders went and held their 
services in the schoolhouse near the old churdi building. 

" The seceders, having oontzibuted la^dy to the endion of 
the old church edifice, claimed the right to occupy it a pari of 
'the time. The other party claimed the xig^t of occupying it 
an the time and^ having the key in their possession, kept the 
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doozs of the church locked, BO that the aeooders could not gain 
' oitnuice. . • Qrandfather thoujj^t this state of things 
unendurable that his rights— in commun. with the rights ctf 
other secedeis— were trammed upon. So, accordinglj, he gave 
iba of^msing partr to understand ' that if tho church doois 
wrae locked on the next Sabbath monung Ae would open thno. 
Acoordinglj, on the next Saturday erening he went to the 
saw-min and got the heavy iron bar with which logs wen 
moved, brought it up to thehous^ put it in the wagon, and on 
Sunday morning went to church, and, whilst my .faUier was 
^^ing the horses, grandfather shouldered the iron bar, and. 
went direct to the church doors, but found them unlocked, and 
hepassedio.- 

"U the doors had been locked he would have battered tiinn 
down instantly. Hie opposing parfy, knowing him to be 
egual to the emergency, and that he was always as good as 
his word, nnIo(^ed the dorars. 

. "Our grandmother was also of marked decision and eneigy 
ot diaracter. It required much mental heroism to leave the 
reBned society of friends and home to meet the vidssitudee, 
trials and privations incident to early pioneer life in the then 
unbroken wildemess. 

"Grandmother was a woman of strong convictions and (^ 
decidedly religious characteristics, rearing her chQdren to the 

' practice of int^rity, virtue, and the nobler qualities of the 
human soiil, and she met all the trials of the wildemess with 
cheerfulness, contentment and courage. 

"Such was the early life of our pioneer sires,' all honor to 
their names.** 
'Another account of Roelif describes him as " a man over six 
feet tan, of stroi^ inuscular form, lig^t complexion, lig^t hair, 
nose large and inclined to Roman, not much of a talker, grave 
and sedate. He was a very pious man, and his oonveraatiraL 

. was largely confined to rdigious subjects; was an office in 
the Dutch Church, and a leading man in alllocal affairs." 

The religious temper of his mind is fully indicated by the 
following letter to his brother, written in Dutch, with fault- 
less* chirography. 

. Owjhsco, June 17. 
VntT Dkar Brothsb : 
. I let you know on this occadon that we are still; enjc^ring 






K^ 



r:A- ■^-: 



^ , ^ 



•■ • X 



51 

9)od heolih. So I wish you the same. I was f^sA to hear 
froia jott that you were again restored^ in part» through the 
l^oodness of the Lord. 

I would desire very much to see you once. Ihave desired 
to see you now mora for a time than ever before. I thouf^tif 
the Lord will, and we Irve, we may possibly come nert fall, 
but it is but a perhaps. 

We have had a letter from Gonewago lecentlf, that thioy 
were still wdL Further, I let you know with gladness witti 
i^;ard to the state of the church. It looks still, thus far, very 
wdL The new converts ace yet very zealous. Oh, what are 
we, or what is our Father's house, that the Lord has thought 
<»f us. I wish not to glory but in the Lord. We had celebra- 
tion of the Lord's Supper of late, and there were ninety per- 
sons who participated. Oh, that the Lord mig^ grant us to 
<x>ntinue unto the end, to make us walk in the fear of God, 
and also I wish myself for you the Messing of the Lord. 

The greeting to you all of* 

BosuF Bbinkebhoft, 

Thus he lived and thus he died, an earnest Christian, a 
kind husband and father, a good citizen, and a true man in 
iiQ the relations of life. 

CHILDREN. 

6-38.— Kartyntie : bom August 30, 1773 ; died May, 1843. 
4-39. — ^DavidB.: baptized March 17, 1776; died September 

16, 1838. 
*6-80. — James : baptized June 14^ 1778 ; died unmarried. 
6-81. — ^ICargreta : baptized June ^ 1780 ; died 1867. 
•6-83.-r-Annatie ; baptized November 8,.1783. 
4-33. — Joris B.: born February 19, 1765 ; died November 

7,1849. 
6-34. — ^Hendrick B. : bom September 33, 1787 ; died April 

30, 1844. 
6-35. — ^Maria : baptized June, 1770 ; died unmarried. 

V-XvilL — ^Hendrick Brinkerhoff, third son of J oris, was 
lM>m in Bergen Gounty, New Jersey, July ^ 1751. He went with 
his father to Adams Ck>\mty, Pennsylvania, and lived there 
until his death. He was a soldier in the Bevolution during 
the entire war, and died soon after its dose fnmi diseases con- 
tracted in the army. He was named in his father's will as 
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- one of the executors, but this evidently meant Heniy, the 
ddest son of James, vho actiuill/ served in that capaci^. 
Hendzick died unmanied. 

V-XIX.— Guylbert (OilbertX fourth son of Joria, was 
horn in Bergen County, New Jersey, Februazy 29, 1753. ■ 

He married EUzabeQi Ackennan, and settled upon a tana 
of two hundred acres in Adams .County, Pa., adjoining 
that of his brother James, with the stream known as White 
Bun, ttie boundary hne between them. He lived and died iq)on 
this form, and his descendants are still numerous in Adams 
Ooonty. He had nine chfldren, -riz.: Geoi:ge (who died un- 
mSxried)^ Comeliua, Magdalena, Mai^aret, Kartina, Ha n na h, 
Charity, Marift, and Elizabeth. 

The only male descendants of Gilbert now Hving are two 
giandchildren, vis., Isaac H., who resides at Hunterstown^ 
I^, and Cornelius, who resides in Marshall County, Iowa. 

Of the daughters of Gilbert, Hannah and Chaii^ died un- 
married. Magdalena married George Betlow; Margaret mar- 
ried Peter Beriow;. Martini^ married John Bodent; Maria 
married John Berlow, and Elizabeth married Peter Monfcnt. 
A large number of their descendants still reside in Adama 
County. 

John G. BrinkerhofE, of Hunterstown, Pa., says of him : 
**My father always spoke highly of his undo Gilbert, and in 
my younger days I heard several of bis old neig^boiB speak 
respectfully of him; and I have observed from hia papers in 
my possession that he did considerable business hf powers of 
attorney, and as ezecutw and administrator, and he must 
have had the .confidence and esteem of his relatives and 
neighbors. ** 

V-XY. — Jacob Biinkm-hoff, fifth son of Joris, was bom in 
Bergen County, New Jersey, February 35, 1756. "Bo removed 
with his fathw to Pennsylvania, but returned to Bergen 
County and married Annatie (Hannah) Demarest on February 
35, 1779. Bis wife was a sister of Isabel, hia brother Boelifs 
wife. 

He returned to Pennsylvania and settled upon a farm of 
two hundred and seventy acres, near bis brother's, and 
remained there until he emigrated to Cayuga Counfy, New 
Tork, in 1793, where he located on the south side of Kinker- 
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IwCTs Point, on the Owasco Lake, adjoininf; his brother 
Boelif. 

S6 "wsa a leading man in the community, a magistrate of 
tho oounfy, an ofiBcet in the churdi, and an active man in all 
the public affairs of his countT'. When a joung man he was 
a soldier, under Washington, in the IteTolutionary War, and 
held a captain's commission during the latter part of his 
aerrice. 

He had eleven chUdien, seven sons and four daughters : 

e-S7.— George R: bom Decsnber ST. 1779; died March 4, 
1851. 

6-S8.— Margaret : bom March 34, 1781; died July 18, 1813. 

0-39.— David : bom May 25, 1784; died May 39, 1808. 

6-40.— ^nry L: bom January 5, 1786; ^ied October S, . 
1847. . - , 

e-41. — ^Martha : bom November 11, 1787; died Angnst S^ 
1837. 

6-43.— Isabel : bom February 35, 1790; died September 16, 
1898. 

6-43.— James : bom June 31, 1793; died August 81, 18S7. 

A-44. — Jacob : bom August 17, 1796; died August 35, 1833. 

e-15. — Peter: bom December 17, 1797; died August 7, 
1869. 

6-46. — ^Maria : bom June 17, 1800; died F^imary 1^ 1881. 

6-47.— John : bom Februaiy 17, 1808. 

V-XXL — JohnBrinkerhofiF, tiie sixth son of Joris, was bom 
in Borgen County, New Jers^, and when eleven years old 
came vrith his father to Adazos County, Fla. He married 
Sarah Van -Andel January 35, 1785, and settled upoa his 
father's farm, and remained there until his death. May 1^ 
1838. 

His grandson, John O. Brinkerhoff, of Hunterstown, Pa., 
writes of him as follows: "He was a justice of the peace tor 
many years (as early as 1807), and was such at the time of 
his death, and by papers in my possesuon I ftad he settled up 
several estates. He was a prominent citizen, and possessed a 
good share of influence, and had the respect and confidence of 
the entire community. 

"He was a member and eldw of Uie Low DutdiChurdi, and 
after the abandonment ct that organization he connected him- 
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self with tlia Kesbyterian Chtirch <tf Oreat Conewago, at 
Hunterstown, and was a mling elder in it until he died. 

** He Itred and died on the same tract npon which hlft 
father lived and died. Qe was buzied in ttie Low Dutdi 
graTejaid, where his wifis and Either were buried." 

An reports unite in pronouncing him a wise and good 
man, and in ererj' reqiect worthj 'of his name and lineage, 
and at hon<»able remembrance bj his numerous decendants. 

"He had e^t children, fire sons and three daughters: 

8-48.— Oeorge J: born October 36, 1T85 : died July 38, 
1839. 

6-49.— Garret : bom Hay 11, 1787 ; died September 19^ 
1863. 

9-00.— Henry : bom August 8, 1790 ; died August 15, 1865. 

6-Sl.— Marihia: b<Hn March 7, 1793; died April 6, 1849; 
died unmarried. 

6-53.— Isaac: bom June SO, 1796 ; died D(3cember34, 1863. 

6-53. — James : bom October 11, 1799 ; died Januaiy 13^ 
1888. 
. .6-54.-^Lucretia : b(»tt February 13, 1804. 

6-55.->rane : bom Nbrember 11, 1806 ; died Aprfl 11, 1883. 

V— XXn. — Ber. Qeoige Q. Brinkerhoff, tiie youngest son of 
Joris, was honi in Closter, Bei^n County, New Jersey, in 
1761, and at the age of ten years removed with his &tfaer to 
Adams CSounty, Penns;^vania. 

After the Bevolutionary War he returned to Bergen County 
to study for the ministry, and remained there until he was 
authorized to preach. 

He must have been ooe of the first admitted to the ministry 
of the Reformed Dutch Church in America without credentials 
from beyond the sea. He was prepared for his calling, in 
part, at Hampton Flain^ N. J., by Bev. Hennajius Meyer, a 
G«rzDan graduate of Gioeningen Univerd^, and in part at 
Hackensaci^ N. J., by Ber. Solomon Froeligh and Bev. 
Theo. Bomeyn. 

Bis first work was in the Home li^issionary fidd in the 
northern counties of Kew York State. 

hi 1789 he accepted a call to the Beformed Dutdi Church 
-at Conewagf^ Adams County, Kl, and entered upon his work 
there in Kovember of that year. 
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Four yean later he retomed to New Jersey and accepted 
the pastorate of two chuichea^ Kakeat (now New Hempstead), 
and Bcxnpo. To thesehe ministered from 1793 to 1806. 

In 1808 he became the pastor of the Dutch Befonhed Church 
on the Owaaco Lake, in Cayuga County, K Y., where he 
remained untQ his death. 

IhCorwins Manuel of the Reformed Dutch Church, it is 
said of him that ^'he was a Godly man, and a faithful Chris- 
tion minister, mild and gentle in temper; he was firm and 
resolute in his opinions and purposes. He experienced a 
change of heart so early in life that he could not remember 
the time ; and his quritual exercises, as revealed in his relig- 
ious conveisatiQn, were deep and earnest, whDe his. daily con- 
duct was markedly simplicity and Godly sincerity. His death 
was remarkably cahn, and even triumphant His last words 
were: 'Now I have done with this world, why tarry thj 
chariot wheels so long; O Lord f " 

He w^s married, September 19, 1789, to Maria Van Harling. 

* CHILD BEN. 

6-56.— George H.: bom June 20, 1791 ; died July 8, 1867. 

6-S7.— Johannus M.: bom February 23, 1798; died May, 
1798. 

6-68.— Sarah S.: bom April 6, 1794; died November 28, 
1849; unmarried. 

6-69.— Martina : bom February 1, 1796; died October 26,^ 
1827. 

6-^.— Johannus M. : bom June 30, 1798 ; died September 
90, 1827; unmarried. 

6-61.— Peter v.: bom February 4, 1800; died March 10,' 
1820; unmarried. 

6-62.— Annatie : bom April 4^ 1808; died June 7, 1851; 
unmarried. 

6-63.— Maria : bom August 18,1805 ; died April 28, 1860; 
unmarried. 

Vl-XXni.— Henry Brinkerhofl^ son of James, was the 
only member of the fiunily who remained in Pennsylyania 
after his father settled in New York. He married Elanor 
Hougfatalin, and settled upon a farm in Adams County, and 
remained there until 1888|^ when he followed his sons to Ohio; 
and remained there until his death. He was bom in Bergen .^^t^W^ 
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County, New Jersej, October IT, 1T68, and died in Seneca 
County^, Ohio, March 13, 1848. His wife was bom in New 
Jersey, August 9, 17T0, and died in Seneca Connt7„Ohio, Sep- 
tember 14, 1850. They were manied Ajwil 38, 1789. 

His grandson. Dr. A. W. Brinkerfaoff, wiio rmumben 
him wen, says of him : "Ha was a man about fire feet ten 
inches h^h, and weired about one hundred and fifty pounds; 
erect, with sandy brown hair, rosy complexion, a good oim- 
yersationalist, was a safe counselor, and a Christian gaiUe- 
man, who was loved by all who knew him.** 

He was an active member of the Congre^tional Chnidi, 
a magistrate for many yeats, and an active and useful man in 
all the relations of life. . 

He had eight children, vis.: Catharine, James, BfegAiah, 
Margaret, BJmnah, Bliza, Julia Ann^ and TVUliam H.; of 
these (1) Catharine married William Durborow, and left two 
diildren; (3) James, .fdio married Eliza Oasatt, moved to 
Seneca County, Ohio, "vdiere he died in 1886, I^tving three 
children^ (3) Hezekiah, who was bom in Penhsyli^nia in 
1792, manied Jane Kerr in 1816, and moved to Seneca County, 
Ohio, in 1834, where he died October 1, 1847, leaving four 
sons, one of whom. Dr. Alexander W. (whose grandchildren 
are of the tenth generation), who, with his two sons (SiOford 
H. and Dr. W. C.),re^des at Upper Sendusky, Ohio,and who 
has a national reputation as a physician and invoitor; 
Dr. Alex. W. Brinkerhoff died M^ch^S, 1887; and 
another, John E., who resides at Waupun, Wis., a printer, 
and who has been postmaster of the village since the election 
of President liincoln, and has one son and two daughters; (4) 
Uaifiaret, who died unnuuried; (S) Hannah, who married 
Samuel Durborow, and died in 1833, leaving one diild; (8) 
Eliza, married Alex. McDvaine, and died in Seneca County 
without issue; (7) Julia Ann, married Anderson Ewing; (8) 
William H-, the youngest son of Hemy, was a clei^syman of 
:tiie Congr^ational Churdi, /md of b^i standing in his de- 
nomination, and died at Weymouth, Medina Counfy, Ohio^ 
December 11, 1871, after an active and useful ministerial 
career of over for^ years. . ^- ' 

. One ot the sons of the Bev. William H is Ca^itain Henry 
B. Brinkerhoff, of the fifteenth Infantry, U. B. Azmy (now 
on duty at Fort Randall, Dakota,) who was a oc^crad of 
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Tolimteeis during the war, and who m every respect is an 
accomplished officer and gentleman. He is the author of a 
miUtaij book for the use of officers of infantry, entitled, ''In 
the Oa;mp and on the March^" which is largely used in the 
aimy. BEe is also the aathiNr of a recent work of fiction (pub- 
lished by X H. Soule & Co., of Washington, D. OL), entitled, 
*'Nah-nee-ta^ a tale of the -NaTajoe,'' in which he has em- 
bodied his many years of experience among the Indian tribes. 
The other son of Benr. William H. is William Brittcm, who is 
engaged in farming and coal mining near Clinton, Missouri. 
He was a soldier in the army as a volunteer in.the Ninth Ohio 
Volunteer Infeuitry, and th^i as a second lieutenant in the 
nfty-second U. S. Colored Infantry. He is married, and has 
three children. 

YE-XXIV.— Luke Bcinkerhofif, second son of James, mar- 
ried and settled upon a tarm in the town of Wolcott, Wayne 
County, N. T., where he died many years ago, leaving a 
family of six children. 

YI-XXV.— Jacob Y.- Brinkerhoff married and settled in 
liYingston County, N. Y., and left seyeral children. One of 
his sons^ Hezekiah H. Brinkerhoff, recently deceased, resides 
in Ypsilanti, Michigan, in the real estate and insurance busi- 
ness. He has sons and daughters. 

YI-XXVL — Georgje married and remained in Cayuga 
County. He had^six children, and a number of his descend- 
ants stOl reside in ttiat county. 

• 

Yl-XXVn. — ^Albert married and r^nained in Cayuga 
County. He had eight children,' two of whom are stiU livings 
Tiz., Luke^ who resides in Clinton County, Michigan, and has 
a family ; Aaron, who for many years was a prominent mer- 
chant ihNew Ycik City, and who now resides in Brooklyn, 
and for some years has been Comptroller of that city. He has 
a fGunily of sons and daughters. 

VI-ZXVnL— James married and settled upon his other's 
homestead, upon which his son James now resides. 

VL-XXVni— Martyntie (Martina) Brinkerhoff, the eldest 
daughter of Boelif, was bom inBergen County, N. J., August 
SO, 1T79, and was baptized at the Dutch Church in Schralen- 
hargf 8q>tember 18, 1778. She went with her father to Adams 
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Countjr, Pa.^ and tfaenoe in 1798 to Gaynga Oounty^ N. T. 
At that time tha lands now opnatitating the site of the Gitjr of 
Auburn was owned by CoL John 8. Haidenbsrg^ wl|o had 
been a government sunrejor, and from his knowledgeof the 
eountrjr had selected these lands on the water power upon the 
stroam nmning through them, and which is now used so 
largely for manufacturing purposes. His house was the only 
one in tiiat region when the Gonewago Golony anived, and 
there the first church was organised* Ckdonel Hardenbergh 
Tery soon became acquainted with the fiunilies of the cokmy, 
and, on the nineteenth of January, 1796, married Martina 
Brinkeiiioff. 

They resided all their lives in Auburn, and as the hamlefe 
grew into a dty. Colonel Haidenbergh's lands became very; 
valuable, and his family became wealthy. . 

Martina survived her husband many years^ and died May^ 
1848. 

Their son, John H. Hardenbei^h, with his mother, inh^ited 
the property, and resided at Auburn until his death, June 11, 
1863. He left daughters only, one of whom (Maria) nuurried 
Rev. Milton Waldo, and resides at Amherst, Mass. Another 
(Catharine) married Rev. Heirick Johnson, and resides at 

• 

VI-XZIX.— David Brinkerhoff, eldest son of Rodi^ 
married and settled upon a farm upon the Owasco Lake, bui 
upon the death of his brotiier-in-law« CoL Hardenbergh, he 
became his executor, and removed to Auburn, where . he 
resided until his death. 

He was one of the leading men in Auburn, and hdd many 
responsible positions in church and state. He was a pay- 
master in the army dtirLlg the war of 1812, and a member of 
the constitutional convention of the State of New York. 

He married Catharine Van Middlesworth December 18^ 
1804. They had three children, Sarah B., Roeliff, and IsabeL 
Roeliff died in infaincy. Isabial died unmarried. Sarah B. 
married Henry Ivison, who for many years was the head of the 
great publishing house of Ivison, Fhinney & Co., now Ivipon^ 
Blakeman, Taylor & Co., of which his son David is the head. 

VT -xxxi — ^Margarela Brinkerhoff married Ridhaid Fto- 
sell, of Owasco, and t^ided all her life upon a farm about a 
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mile sonfheast of the old homestead of her father, and died at 
theadTanced age of eighty-seven yeazs. She was a most 
ezceOent Christian woman, and was belored by all who knew 
her. She left sereral childreni and many grandchildren. One 
of her daughters married . Ber. E. Hampiond, who resides 
with her fGuooily at doster, Bergen Ck>., N. J« 

VI-XXXIL— Annatie (Hannah) IMnkerhoff married Dn 
Joeiah Bevier, who was one of the most eoodnent physicians of 
his day* She left three sons, one of whom. Dr. Boelif Bevisr, 
died recedtly at Plymouth, Ohio, and was the leading physi- 
cian there. 

YI-XXXIIL — Qeorge R Brinkeriioff, youngest son of 
Boelifl^ was bom in Adams County, Pa., February 19, 1786, 
and came to Owasoo, N. Y. with his parents. Be receiyed a 
good academic education. He learned surveying and practiced 
it largely. Jn the war of 1812 he was a quartermaster in the 
army, and for a time was stationed at Fort George. < 

In 1814^ at the qIoso of the war, he married Jacomyntie 
Bevier, who was bom in Ulster Co., N. Y., in 179^ and com- 
menced farming on lot deren in the town of Sempronius, now 
Mies. He removed thence, after about seven years^ to the 
town of Owasco, to the farm now owned by his son David, 
situated oa lot eighty-four, on the lake road, where he con- 
tinued to reside tillhis death, which oocurced on the street in 
the dty of .Auburn, from heart disease^ November 7, 1849* 
His wife died July 4^ 1880* 

George R Brinkerhoff was a prominent man in hisiown. 
He was a Democrat in politics, and was honored by his party 
with many offices of trust and responsibility, among them 
that of Sapervisbr several terms^ Justice of the Peace a long 
time^ and Assessor. He was a member of the Dutch Beforined 
Church of Owasco, in which, for a long time, he held the 
office of elder. 

Wb nephew, the Hon. John L Brinkerhoff, who knew him 
aU his active life, says of him: ^'Oebrge B. Brinkerhoff I 
always regarded as one of our best men, a kind and obliging 
neighbor, and faithful friend. He was unassuming in his 
habits^ a leading member and elder of his church, and always 
consulted in matters . pertaining to it; and his counsel and 
advice was often sought upon othw matters by liis neig^l 
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He had eig^t children, five of whom Burrivod him, and 
four are jet Uvii^ 

T-7L— David: bom September 19, 1815.' 

7-73.— Elizabeth : bom April 17, 1817. 

7-78.— James : bom Februazj 19, 1818; died Septembers^ 
18a7. 

7-74.— Haria: bom August U, 1830; died Uaj U, 1837. 

7-75.— ^mnah : bom January 31, 1883. 

7-76.— A son : bom July 3, 1835 ; died August 4, 1835. 

7-77.— Samuel Berierf bom September 4^ 183S; diedHazdi 
36, 1880. 

7-78.— Boeliff : bom June 38, 1838. 

Vl-JUUaV.— Heniy BoeUfsoi firinkohofl^ at the age of 
tax years, came with his father tnxn Adams County, Fenn^* 
Tania, to the wilderness ot Cayuga County, New Yorik, and 
grew up on his father's &nn oa the east shore of the Owasoo . 
lake. Without the advantages of schocds, he acquired a good 
education for the time, and was a man of graieral intell^^enoe 
and sterling integrity. "He was a man (tf fine {sesence and of 
popular manners, and possessed all the qualities essential for 
leadership among men. 

In the war of 1819, at the age of twenty-five years, he was 
elected captain of a company, and was attached to the Van. 
Bensaeler expedition into Canada, and subeequently served 
under Generals Brown, Bipley and Scott He participated in 
' several engagements, and was taken prisoner at Queenstown. 
He was taken sick, and was then paroled, and returned hom^ 
. but never fully recovered from the hardships incident to his 
soldier life. 

In 1814 he married Sarah Swartwout, of Deer Fai^ Orange 
County, New York, and settled down upon his father's form, 
which he afterwards inherited, and remained there until his 
removal to Ohio In 1838. 

He was one of the foremost men in his county, and a 
leader in all public affairs. He was elected to the House d 
Bepresentatives in the Legislature of the State of New Toil^ 
in 18S8, and served two terms with credit to himsdf and his 
constituents. 

Ek}dally, he was a justice of the peace for many years, an 
jpfficer in the church, and eepedalty active in militaiymatten. 
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In 1824 he was the Benior Major^General in the militia of the 
Skate^ and commanded the militaiy escort which accompanied 
Genwal Lnfityettein his progress throng^ the State. 

He was an intimate friend of Martin Van Buren^ Got* 
emors Clinton and Troop, and they often yisited him at his 
home in Owasco. In fitct, all of the leaders of the Democratic 
party knew him weD, and yalued his counsels h^dily. 

At the death of GkyvemorDe Witt CSinton he was one of 
thepall-hearers. 

In 1887, his house hayingbeen destroyed by fire, he sold his 

&rm, and in the following year remoyed lo Huron County, 

Ohio, and settled upon a'farm in New Hayen Township^ adjoin 

ing the yiUage of Plymouth, where he resided untQ his death. 

In 1848, although liying in a strong Whig district, he was 
elected to Congress as a Democrat, by an oyerwhefanii^ 
majority. He, howeyer, did not liye to take his seat, but was 
taken sick just as he was preparing to go to Washington, and 
died April 30, 1844^ respected and lamented by alL 

CHILDREN. 

7-T9.— Peter S.: bom March 25, 1817. 
7-80.— Maria : bom March 25, 1818. 
7-81.— Jane : bom February 26, 1819. 
7-82.— Cornelia : bom October 17, 1820 ; died June 28, 1880. 
7-83.— Dayid H. : bom December 5, 1829. 
7-84. — ^Abraham C: bom July 11, 1825; died August 6, 
1870. 

7-86.— Boelif : bom April 18, 1827 ; died August 11, 1846. 
7-86.— Martha : bom April 23, 1829 ; died July 8, 1843. 
7-87.— Sarah : bom October 8, 1886. 
7-88.— Isabella : born Apifl 5, 1887 ; died February 8, 1860. 
7-89.— Simion S.: bom April 15, 1888; died October 6, 1888. 

VI-juuL viL— George B. Brinkerhoff, bom December 27, 
1779, in Adams County, Pa., remoyed with his father, Jacob, 
to Cayuga County, -N. T., in 1798. " He was for many years a 
Justice of the Peace, and also a leading member and elder in 
the church:^ He married Jane Cartri^t^ andhad six chfldren, 
yiz., Ann, bom December 28, 1801; Leyi, bom September 17, 
1808; Hannah, bom March 16, 1809; Dayid, bom September ' 
18, 1812; Maria, bom September 28, 1815; and Moses, bom 
Jvlj 14, 1824. Of these, Ann, Maria, and Moses are stOl hy- 
ing. Ann resides at IVdr Hkyen, Gayuga County, N. Y., 
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<ig^fy-six jsara oMj and has <4>iWrB nj gnmJ4fhfl'Ji<ffl, and 
flcreat grandchfldrsii. 

Leri married ArdiHa EQced, and left children, one of whom, 
Hemy Sandfordj ia in Uie Adjoiaot Gteneral's oiBce at Wash- 
jngton, D. C, a poaitiQii he has hdd for tvoity yeaiB, and 
has three sons. ' j_ - 

Moses resides at EVgo, Dak., and is one ol the (ddest and 
-most famous railioad conductors in the United States> ha▼iI^c 
-occupied that position for thirty-two years, first on the Hnd- 
■BOD. Biver Bailroad, then upon the' Panama Bailroad, when 
first opened in 1868, and subsequently upon Tarious Western 
loads, npon all of whidi he secured special recognition for 
distiDguished service. 

He maizied Josephine A. Babbeson Noranbear 31, 1869, ' 
■and has'two diildren, one of wbcxn, Qeoxgo H. T., is a dvil 
-engineer, and the other, Charles B., a railroad conductor. 

YI-XXXVnL — Hargaxet BkinkeihofF married George 
Poet; their diildren were 'William, Hannah, David, Tunis, and 
Jane. 

Vl-ZIi.— Henry L Brinkerfa<^ was bom in Adams County, 
Pa., January 5, 1786^ and removed with his father to Cayuga 
-County, New York, in 1T9Q. He married Bachel Bevio- Oc- 
-tober 19, 1809, and redded many years in New York State. 
About fifty years ago he removed to a&nn in Plymouth 
Township, Ohio, where he died October 5, 1817. He had seven 
^^hfldren, viz.: 

7-«4.— Jacob : btan August 18, 1810; died July 30, 1880. 

7-t46.— Sarah : bom October 13, 1813. 

7-68.— JoBtah : bom December 6, 1816. 

7-67. — Hannah : bom June 1, 1818; died February 86, 1876. 

7-68.— Margaret : bom Deconber 16, 1880; died Sept^nbw 
16, 1865. 

7-68.— nJames : bom May 83, 1883. 

7-70.— Lewis : bom June 1^ 1836; died July 18, 1833. 

YI-XU.— IforthaBrinkeihoffmarriedP^erSeloTer. Their 
-<duldren were M? ^ Tifl-j Abram, TTannnh^ and David. 

YI-XTiTT. — ^leabel Brinkeriioff married John Decker. Th^ 
■children were ]baac and BrinkeihofF. ' ' 

Yl-XUn.— James^ Brinkeifaoff married Bachel Bevier. 
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Their children were Hoiatio,^ Martha, Hdepi, Abiam, Jacob 
0*9 and Annatie. Horatio i8*a succeasfol fiinnar at Enreka, 
Kansaa Ahram for many years has been a caihoad man, and 
is Superintendent of the dty freight department of the Chicago 
A N. W. R R/and resides at Cihicagp, IIL 

Jacob 6. for twenty years past has been connected with 
the Union Pacific R R, and is General Superintendent of the 
Kansas Division^ with orer one thousand miles Cf . the road 
under his controL He resides at Kansas CSty, Mo. 
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VI-XLIV.--nJacob Brinkerfaoff married Harriet Johnson. 
Th^ had one child, Clarissa. 

yi-XLy. — ^Peter Brinkeihoff married Anna Yanetten« 
Their children were Mary Ann, babel, Hannah, Leri, Qeorge, 
Henry, and darissa. Of the sons, George k the only one liv* 
ing. He enlisted as a priTate in a New York regiment in the 
War of the Rebellion, and was mustered out as a captain, and 
is now a prominent fkrmer at Bed Creek, N« Y. 

VI-XLVn.— John I Brinkerfaoff isihe last of the grand- 
sons of Joris, the founder of the family in Pennsylvania, and 



resides on the old homestead of his father, six miles south of 
the City of Auburn, on the south side of Brinkerfaoff's Pointy 
upon the Owasco Lake, where he was bom February 17, 1808. 
B^ is still hale and hearty, and retains all his faculties almost 
as fully as a man of sixty. Two years ago he attended the re- 
union of the Pennsylvania Brinkerhoff's, at the old homestead 
in Adams County, and was chainnan of the meeting; deceased, 
June 16^ 1886. 

IVom his early manhood to the present, he has been a 
leading man in the rdigious and dvil affairs of his county* 
He has served many times as Supervisor of his town, and has 
served two terms in the Legislature of New York. 

No one in his community is more greatly respected, and no 
one would be more greatly missed. 

March 6, 1830, he married Mary Ann Shepard, and has had 
seven children, five of whom are stiU living^ viz.: ' 

7-91.— Maria : bom February 30, 1881. 

7-93.— Truman : bom September.lO, 1888. ^' 

7-93.— njacob : bom August 16, 1884. 

7-94.-nJohn L : born July 11, 1888. 
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7H>5.-nJosiah : bom May 81, 1840. 
7-96.— Alfred r bom July 28, 1848. 
T-97.— Wanen : bom April 1, 1858. 

VL-XLVIIL— Oeorge J. Brinkeifaoff, iheddestsoiioC John, 
manJedlda Caasatt They had fire sona, yis.: DaTidO., John, 
Henry J., Jacob, and Isaac ; of theae^ (1) David, who ia a 
merchant at Gettyabuig, mamedCatharineStiger8,andha8two 
children, a son and a daoghten (8) John, the second aon, mar- 
ried Saiah Ann Walter, and baa seyen aona Ihring, viz. : 
GtoorgeM.,who graduated at the Gettysburg Oon^e,and ianow 
a leiading law^ner and manufacturer at Springfield, IIL; Darid 
O., who reddes at ^ringfield, HL;. James W., who isa farmer 
at Ottawa, Kansas; Jacob F., who la an insurance and real 
estate agent, at ^ringfield, HL ; John Jones, who is ^af cleric 
in office of Auditorof State and Oommissioner of Insurance, at 
Springfield, HL; Henry M., who is a merchant in Wyoming 
Ter.; and Joseph G., who is a famer at Stephen, Minn*. 
The most of them are married and have sons and daughters; 
(8) Henry J., the third son, is a fanner and merchant, and 
resides at Gettysbuig, Pa., and has three children, Mary Jane, 
Henry J. Jr., and Dayid 0.; (4) Jacob married Margaret 
McClellon, and left one child, a son, Frank C, who resides at 
(Gettysburg; (6) Isaac, who died in (duldhood. 

VI-XLIX. — Garret Brinkerhoflf, second son of John, waa a 
farmer, and resided upon a part of the old homestead of his 
grandfather, and was a good man and a good citizen in all 
the relations of life. At the breaking out of the War of 181S 
he was a lieutenant of militia, and at the call of 1ms country 
volunteered and went to the defense of the city of Baltimore, 
and after the retreat of the British was honorably discharged. 

By the records of the county, it BfipeBiB that he was elected 
by the votera of Adams County Director of the Poor for three 
terms of three years each. He also serred in various township 
offices. He wasift man of excellent judgment^ and his advice 
and counsel were often sought. 

He was twice married, fint to Magdalena Beriow, and 
then to Margaret Cassett. He'had five children, all dau^tera 
except the youngest, John Ganett, who resides at Hunters- 
town, Pa., and to whom we are indebted for nearly all the 
information we have in regard to the genealogy of the Adams 
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Oountj BrinkeiboifiEL Hehas the papers of his great grand* 
father, JoriSi' and Taiidus heirlooms, and is an encyclopaedia 
of information in regard to the eaiij fsthensL He has four 
chfldren, and all reside with him at Hmiterstown. The whole 
family are members of the Fkesbytaian C!faiirch at Hunters- 
town, of which John G. has been a trustee and ruling elder 
for 'nearly thirty years^ He is also Superintendent of the 
Sabhath-schooL He has also^ hj appointment by the Govemor 
and by election by the people,' been Deputy Surreyer and 
Oountj Surveyer since 1848, and which office he still retains. 
He has also been Justice of the Peace for several years^ and 
has held Tarious other local oflces. He says he has never 
been sued at law, and has never sued anybody for a debt due 
himseH 

YI-L. — ^Henry Brinkerfaoff, third son of John, married 
Hiebe Monfort, and had three children: Sarah, John M., and 
Hannah, Sarah married Jefferson Baldwin; Jonn M. married 
Margaret Cairiswen. and has three chfldwn. • . 

YI-LIL — ^Isaac Brinkerhoff lived and died on the old home- 
stead. He married Bachel McCSr^ary, and had five children, 
all daughters; one of them (Mrs. J<^m*W. Staley) lives with 
her husband and family upon the old homesteady which ihay 
own. ' lluee others of the daughters are married, and have 
large fomilies. "^ 

Yl-Un. — James Brinkeifaoff, youngest son of John,, mar- 
ried Susan Range and had five chfldren, viz.: Mary M., isaac 
F., Margaret R, Jehiel J., and Lucy Ann; of these, Isaac F. 
married Margaret R Maritz, and has had nine diildren, ot 
whom five are Hvii^ and flie oldest, J. IVank, has been an 
active budness man at Gettysbrnf^ and is now occupying a 
responsible position in the United Stated Mint at Philadelphia, 
To him we are very largety indebted for the success of the 
Brinkerhoff reunion on the old homestead of Joris. H^ mar- 
ried A. Laura Miller, and has two sons and a daughter. 

The other son of James, Jehiel J., manied Sophia Salta- 
gaber, and left two children, daraF. and Henry J., the latter 
of whom is a merchant in Cumberland, Fa. 

YI-llV.— Lucretia Brinkerfaoff married David SchriVer, 
and remdes in Hunt^stown, Fa., and is. the only grand- 
daughter of Joris now Hving. 
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YI-LV.— Jane Brinkeiboff married Archibald Love, and 
one of her sons, the Bev. John W. Lovet, a prominent minister 
of the Beformed Church, who for fifteen years past has been 
pastor o( a church of that d^iomination, resides at Greens- 
borgi Fa. Heisa graduate of Franklin and Marshall College, 
Lancaster, P^, and of the theological sftminarjof the Beformed 
Church. Before going to Greensbuig he was pastor for eight 
years* of the Beformed Church in Alexandria^ Pa. He has 
done his foil share of general diarch work, being for 
nine years past a membar of the Board of Publication 
of the Beformed Church; also Ptasident of Trostees of 
Literary Institutions of fbe Pittsburg Synod; a member 
of the Board of Beneficiary Education; a member of the 
Board of Home Missions of the Qeoeral Synod; Treasurer 
of Westmoreland QassiB; and annually serving on 
numerous conunittees of the dassis and. Synod to which he 
lielongs. He has also repeatedly been Ptesident of his dassis 
and Synod. He married So|>hora Catharine Howard, and they 
have four children living, all daughters. 

YE-LYL— George H. Brinkerhoff, ddest son of Bey. George, 
was bom at Conewago, Pa., and, at the age of two years, 
removed with his father to West New Hampstead, Orange 
County, N. Y., in 1798, and' remained there until 1808, when 
lie came with his father to Sempronius (now Niles), Cayuga 
County, N. T. 

He married Susan Selover, May 9, 1817, and settled upon a 
faxm in the townof Nile% where he resided until his death, and 
where his widow still resides. 

He was Justice of the .Peace for forty years, and was an' 
active member and officer of the Dutch Beformed Church at 
Owasco. 

In 1882 he was elected to the General Assembly of the State 
of New York, and was re-elected and served four years. 

He had eight children, viz. : Susan S., Peter S. (who resides 
at Elk'Bapids, Mich.), Sarah S., John M. (who resides at 
Moravia, N. Y.), Abram (deceased), (3eorge G. (a farmer, aiid 
resides in Niles), and Mary. 

YE-UX. — ^Martina Brinkeriiofif married Abram Selover. 
Her husband was a farmer, and they lived in Niles until they 
died. They had six children, all dead but one. 
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YQ-LXIV'.— Jacob Oinfceriiofl, eldest aonof Henry L, 
-was Ik»ii in the town of Niles, Oaytiga Ooonty, New Tock, 
August 81, 18ia Ss mother, nee Badial BeWer, wds of 
Soguflnot deecfflit, and came from Dbtiv County^, New Yotk. 
After a. ttioroufj^ Bin gligh edncatioii, obtuned at the public 
adiools, and at the acadanr at Ftattsbuxg^ Stenben Oomrty^ 
lS(«w T(^ he entered the law o£Boe of Howdl & Brother, hi 
Bath, Steuben County, in 1884. Hen he regularly pcoeecated 
liis studies two years, and in the spEing of 1886 leaiOTBd to 
ICansfldd, Ohio, where, in Hay, 1837, he was admitted to the 
bar of the Siiineme Court of the State^ and immediatdy 
Altered upon the practice of his [vofeesion. He sotm acquired 
fsputation as a lawyer ol more than avenge ability, and . in 
theoouzse.of iK7aar<»rtwo was elected Ftdsecuting Attorney 
forBidiland Oounfy, the,dnties of which he perfonned sao- 
oessfolly for four yeaia. At the expiration of his office, in 
the fall of 1848, he was elected to Congress on the Democratic 
ticket. WhQe serving qs a member (tf this body he became 
affiliated with the Free Soil Party, and drew up the famous 
-resolution introduced by David Wilmot, of Fenneylvania, and 
.since known as the "Wilmot Freviao^ tiw original draft of 
which is now onffie iiithe libraiy of Oragress in his hand- 
writing. Several coiaes of thn resohitian were made and 
distributed among the SVee Soil members of. Congress, with 
the understanding that whoever among yum should catch the 
Speaker's eye and get the floor, should Infaroduce it ; "WHmot 
was the fortunate man, and tha^>y his name was attac^tedto . 
the resohition, and it has gone into hisbxy as the "Wilmot 
Proviso,** instead of UieBrinkerhoCFFrDTiso^ as it should have 
been. At the cloae of his Congressional career he resumed the 
, practice of the law at MansfleJd, in which he successfully 
labfHed until he was elevated to theSoivemeBendi ot Ohio, his 
'first tenn commencing January 9, 1856. In this hi^^y 
honorable position he was retained for three successive tenns, 
■covering a period of fifteen years, and it u but justice to men- 
tion that a fourth tenn was offered him, but he declined a re^ 
nomination. The Ohio State Bcports """fa^'" many of his 
opinions, delivered during his service upon the Supreme Bench, 
andUKiy are everywhere very h^^y regarded by the prctfes^ 
«iqn. He ranks as one of the great lawyers al the State, and 
4U a poblicoratOThe had butfew equals. Hewaaajostjudge, 







.a good fiitiwwit and an iipri|^ CSuiBtian gentleman. For 
- many years ha Was a member of the Congregational Cburch 
ot ManfffteM^ and died-in its ocnnmanion. 

He was twice married,- first to Cardine Campbell, of Lodi, 
Seneca County, New Yoi^ November 1889, and next to 
Marion Htus of Detrmt, Mich., January 6, 1842. He had rune 
children, only three of whom are now IiTing:.Qeorga, whoia 
a lawyo- at Mansfidd, Ohio; Boeliff, who is a meotiiant at 
ntica, Ohio; and Malvina. Both sons are married and hava 
families. 

He died July 19, 1880, and his wife. May T, 1886. 

"Vn-LXVL — ^osiah Brinkerfaoff married Jane BniikeAaS, 
daughter of Henry R Brinkeriu^, and resides at Flymoath, 
Ohio, where he is the President of the ilrst Natifmal Bank, 
and is a man <rf high charactw and ample means. Hehasno 
children. . 

TH-LXDC— James Brinkeiho£f is a lawyer, and reesdes at 
Anbum, Ihd. He has one chUd, a daughter. 

Vn-LXXL— PaTid Brinterfao^ the eldest son of George 
R, inherited the homestead upon which his son-in-law, Joeiah 
BrinkeihofF, now resides, and he himself lives upon a new pur- 
chase adjoining the old place on the east. He has for many 
years been a ^et^^iTlg man in cavil and religious matters in his 
town, and has held many local offices. So has been twice 
married, and has nine chOdren, four sons and five daughters, 
and idl living. 

Vn-LXXH:— Shzabeth Brinkerfaoff married Dirck Hoom- 
be^ and leddes with her husband at ^ymouth, Ohio. No 
issue. • 

Vn-LXXV.— Hannah Biinkerhoff married WiDiam W. ' 
I^rennan, and resides with her family at Hymouth, Ohio. 
They have three children living, one son and two daughters. 

Vn-IiXXVn.— Samuel Bevier Biinkerhoff studied medi- 
cine with his cousin. Dr. Isaac PaiBeD, and graduated at the 
Ifedical Colle^ at Boflia^ N. Y. He practiced for a time at 
J^etson, Ohio, and Uwa at Mansfield. In 18S3 he ronoved 
to California, and settled at Santa Barbara, when he resided 
until his deatiL 

He was a man who stood very high in his prctfesaion, and 
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was a frequent oontributor to medical journals^ and was a 
leading thinV^ as well as pcacfeitioner. 

* Jannaiy 10, 1877, he was united in marriage to Lucy A. 
Noyesi of Georgetown, Mass., and died March 26, 1880. His 
widow still resides at Santa Bazbara.r . 

The foQowing extract from an obituary notice from the 
SouUa Barbara DaUy Ptess 6t March 80, 1880, indicates his 
standing among his fellow-citizens : 

**Dr« Brinkeifaoff was a natiTe of New York, and was in 
the fifty-sixth year <tf his age. He had been a resident of 
Santa Barbara for over twenty-eig^t years, and was one of the 
eariiest of those .who carried here the American idea of civili- 
sation and prosperity. He was a man of great public spirit- 
and energy, just the character needed in a young community. 
He was identified with almost every enterprise for the benefit 
and improvement cl the county and dty. Hardly a public 
work or institution can be pointed out of which he was not one of 
the promoters. Our community can little aflEord to part with 
auch an one. In lus private life he was one of Ood's own 
men. Those who have known him for a quartw of a century 
say that he never knowingly injured one of God's creatures ; 
on the contrary, lus life has been a ministry of good. We ex- 
pect iha physician Christian traits of character, but Dr. Brink- 
ecfaoff was more than a physician, he was the ^3od Samaritan, 
the nurse, the consoler of the needy. Be was found at the 
bedside of the poor at all hours and all stesons, and in the 
performance of what he considered his duty, remuneration for 
services wasoiever a feature; many poor creatures, whom the 
wcHld of Santa Barbara never sees, will Intterly mourn his 
loss. 

**Dr. Brinkerhoff came to Santa Barbara in 1859, and was 
one of the first physicians in this country. He saw the 
oountry Americanized, and as a man of large public spirit, and 
ambitious for the growth and prosperity of this home of his 
choice, he identified himself with eveiy project for improve- 
ment that tended to promote the growth and advancement 
of this section. It was his ambition to see Santa Barbara 
linked by railways with San Frandsoo and the great overland 
roads of the cohtinent. His heart was wholly in this work, 
and with his indomitable will he was determined to work until 
tliis Mid was accomplished. Had he lived, he had arranged to 
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leave for San .BVanciaco on Ifrntdaj next, and he had greai- 
hopeffof arraE^img Bomething definite in the direction of a. 
laflroad. . 

"Thelastrites wereheld Sunday over the remains of Dr. 
Btinkerhoff. ^ The beautiful burial service al Ihe^ SpiscopaL 
Church was read with great imfwessivmiess by the Bev. Dr. . 
Trew, after which the choir sang 'Nearer my Qod to Thee.** 
/Hie large andience then filed ont, and the ranains woe 
followed to the cemeteiy by the largest funeral prooesBion 
Santa Barbara has ever seen. The line of cairiagea was fully 
half a mfle long^ and the pn>oe8Bi<Hk ccmtEuned needy the 
srhole popuUition at the dty." 

Vn-LXXVnL— Soeliff Brinkeihoff was bcffn hi Owasco, 
Ckyuga County, N. Y., June 98, 1838. Bis ancestors on hia 
mother's side (the Bouviors), and on his grandmother's (the 
Demarests), were IVench Huguenots fle^ng. fixun religiona 
persecution, who found safety and a home amoi^ the tokrant 
Dutchmen of the New Netherlands. Ibi the history of "Ohio 
in the War," by Whitelaw Bdd,itis stated Chat " Boeliff, the 
subject of this sketch, at the age of sixteen 'was a school 
teacher in his native town; at eighteen he was in charge of a' 
school near Henderson ville, Tenn.; at nineteen, he was tntor 
in the family of Andrew Jackson, Jr., at the Hbrmit^^ and 
remained there untn.1850, when he came northand enteredaa 
a law stydent .in the office of h^ kinsman, the Hon. Jacob 
Brinkeriioff, at Mansfield, Ohio; in 185S he was admitted to- 
the bar, and entered upon the practice, and remained in the 
profession rnitO the HebelUon.* From June, 1855 to 1859, he waa 
also one of the editors and proprietors of the Mansfield Hertdd, 
and was recogriized as one of the. foremost politital writers in 
the State. In September, 1861, he entered the' military so^ce 
as S^rst Lieutenant and Quartennaster of ihe Sixty-fourth 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry. &i November of ttie same year he 
wa^ promoted by the Fresidoit to the position of Captain and 
Assistant Quartermastm-, and during the wintra* was on duty 
at Bardstown, Ey. After the Rapture of Nashville he waa 
placed in charge of transptfftatibn* land and river, in that 
city. After the batUe of Pittsburg Landing he was ordered 
to the front, and placed in chaigeof the field transportation 
oi the Army of Ohio. After the capture of Corinth, he went 
home on sick furlough, and was thrice ordered to Maine aa 
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CSiM QnartennaBter in that State; safaseqaentlj be iras tnuis- 
temd to Pittsburg, Fa,, in charge of transportation and arm;* 
Btoras, and thence to Waahington to relieve Oenetal Morris S. 
ICSlerasPastQnarteTmaster, and remained on that duty until 
June, 1866, when he was made a Colonel and Inqiector of the 
Qoartermasteis' Department; he was then retained on duty 
at iba war office with Secretary Stanton, until November, 
when he was ordered to CindDnati as Chief Qnartermaster ci 
that department; in September he was bieveted a Brigadier- 
General of Voltlnteeis. He was also tendered a commisdon 
in the regular army, but declined. On Uie first of October, at 
his own request, he was mustered out of service, having com- 
plied five yean of continuous service in the anny. Qen. 
Brinkedioff is the author of the book entitled " The Volunteer 
Qoarttemaster," which, is still the standard guide for the 
officeia and employees of the Quartermasteis' Department.'' 

After his retirement from the army he reiilmed to the 
practice of his profesdon in Mansfield. In 1873, upon the or^ 
gaoization of the Mansfield Savings Ban!:, be became its exec- 
utive ofBcer, which position he stiU retains. He has also 
been a membu: of the Board of State Charities for nine years 
past, and is an active member of the National Conference of 
Charities and Corrections, and Vice-President of the National 
Vaaon. Association. He is also a frequent contributor to vari- 
ous journals and periodicals upon charitable and correctional 
subjecta. 

F^ruazy 8, 1853, he mai-ried Maiy I^ke Bentley, daughto* 
of Baldwin Bentley, and granddaughter of General Robert 
Bentl^, 1^ whom he baa a family of four chOdren, viz.: 
JEtobeit B., whois D^ufy Commissioner of Ittsorance for the 
State, and resides at the Capitol ; Maiy, who married Colonel 
William McCrory, and resides at Minneapolis, Minn. • Addie 
Kirton, and Bo^iff, who reside with their parents. 

Vn-LXXUL— Peter SL Brinkerhoff, the oldest son of 
^niy, resides at Compton, California, about ten miles north 
of Los Angelos. Be is a prosperous farmer, and has resided 
in Califtnmia many years. He has been twice married, and 
faaa had thirteen children, a majority of whom are living, and 
the mo^ of them are married, and all are living in Southern 
Galifoniia. ^ . 
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Vn-LXXZ. — ^ICaria Brinkerlioff married Dayid H. Haiden- 
beig^ resides in Wisconsiii, and has several <^hililyftfi- 

Vn-LXXXL — Jane Brinkerlioff married Josiah Kinker* 
hoff , her second consiny and resides at Flymouth, Ohio. No 
issue. '^ . • 

Vn-LXXXn.— Gonielia Brinkeiboff manied Caleb Bevier, 
and resided in Plymouth^ Ohio, until her death. She left a 
family of sons and dau^ters. 

Vn-LXXXm.— David H. Brinkerhoff, was bom in the 
township of Owasco, Cayuga County, N. Y. During hiseariy 
years, whendd enough he worked on^his father's fiirm in 
sunmier and attended sdiod in winter. In 1838 he removed 
with the fiunily to Ohio. In 1889 he returned to New York, 
and attended school at Aurora and at Auburn. In 1848 he 
commenced the studj of medicine, and subsequently: attended 
and graduated at the WHIoughby University, of Lake County, 
Ohio, and also at the CSncinnati CoDege of Medicine and 
Surgery. He then commenced the practice of medicine, and 
continued in it untQ 1862, when he was appointed First Assist- 
ant Surgeon of the 108 Ohio Volunteer Infantry. During the 
first year of service he was with his regiment. . During the 
second year he was chief medical officer of the Second Brigade, 
Third Divison, Twenty-third Army Corjts. In 1864 he was 
appointed senior Surgeon, with rank of Major. After the 
capture of Atlanta he was appointed and served on the staff 
of Major-G^eral Scofleld, with the rank of Assistant Medical 
Director of the Twenty-third Army Corps. 

He was mustered out of service at Baleigh, N. C, in June, 
1865, with the highest testimonials of efficiency from the 
medical department of the army and from Qeneral Scofleld. 

After the war he 'entered the practice of medicine at 
Fremont, Ohio, where he has remained in a large andsuccess- 
ful practice. , ' 

Dr. Brixikerhoff is an active member of various medical 
associations, and in 1883 was elected President of the N. W. 
Ohio Mediod AssodatioiL He is also a worthy and active 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, apd a liberal con- 
tributor to all church enterprises. 

In 1846 he married Mary E. Brown, of WiDoughby, Ohio. 
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Th67. have six chfldren, two sons and four dau^tersi and 
aereral grandchfldren. * . * 

' Vn-LXXXiV.— Abraham C. Rrinkerfaoff married Eliza 
Swartwout^ of MarahaHi Miohigan, He died August 5, 1870, 
leaving thne chfldnftni two sons and a daughter. 

Vn-LXXXVlL^^Sarah Brinkeriioff married Dr. George E. 
Smithy and they reside at EVemonti Ohio. Dr. Smith was a 
surgeon in the army, and is a leading physician in the dty 
where, he resides. They have four children. 

Vn-LXXXIX.— Sabnion a Brinkeriioff senred through the 
war as a ipphmteer in an Ohio regiment, and there studied 
law, and resided at Fort Scott^ Kansas, and was. a prominent 
lawyer, and prosecuting attorney of his county at the time of 
his death. 

He married Mandana Gk>rdon, and left five children, two 
sons and three daughters. 

Vn-XCL— Maria Brinkeriioff, eldest child of John L, 
married William ConcMin, and died May 80, 1876, leaving 
seven chfldren, viz.: Clarence, Laura, Mary Ann, Ida, Balph, 
William, and Edwin. 

Vn-XdL— Truman Brinkerhoff, eldest son of John L, is 
a prominent physician in the dty of Auburn, where he has 
resided since he entered the practice of medicine. He has 
three children, viz.: Gtoorge EL, Minnie, and Julia. 

* • • 

Vn-XdlL— Jacob, bom August 16, 1834^ who has been a 
prolific and successful inventor, and resides upon the home- 
stead farm, although his business office is in the dty of 
Auburn. He has five children^ viz.: Fremont, CcfOL, Hattie, 
John L, Allice. 

Vn-XdV.— John L, bom July 16, 1888, who is a phym- 
dan, but on account of ill health ^as not been in practice for 
a number of years. He resides upon a farm adjoining his 
father. He has three children, viz.: John L Jr., Allice^ and 
Archibald. 

Vn-XCV.— Jodah Brinkerhoff, bom May 31, 1840, nuuv; 
ried LflliusrBrinkerhoff, daughter of David Brinkerhoff, and 
reddes upon the old homestead of his fatiier-in law. They 
have three children, viz.: Alfred, Alanson, and Walter. 
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Vn-ZOVI^AI^ bom July S8, 1848, died Februair 15, 
I860, at the age (tf tbiiteen years. 

Vn-XOVIL— Wairen Brinketboff, bom ApA 1, 18S8, Is a 
prosporons hardware merchant in the dty ol Auburn. He 
is married, bat has no ^'-h^Ttlion , 
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GENEALOGY OF THE FLUSHING BBANCH OF THE 

BRINCEERHOFF FAMILY. . 



•i 



BT T. TAir WTGX BBDCKERHOnr. 



THIS record is designed to cover oiHy the earliest bistory^ 
of the family, extending through a period of four or 
five generations, or onehundred and fiftyyears. This ia 
the most diflBcolt part, and every effort has been used to make 
it correct Any one who can trace his descent for one hun* 
dred years can have no difficulty m uniting his branch to thia 
genealogy. ^ . 

The Roman figures indicate the generation to which the 
individual bdonged; the ordinary numbers^ his parentage 
and line of descent. 

I-L — Joris Dircksen Brinckerhoff , the common ancestor of 
an Vho bear the Brinckerhoff name in America, came from 
the FtoTince of Drenthe to New Amsterdam (now New York) 
in 1638. For further particulars, see . bk)graphical sketchy 
previous pages. 

He married Susannah Dubbels^ and had four diildren, all 
of whom were bom in Holland. 

9-9. Dirck: killed by the Indians on Staten laiand in 1643. 

9-S. Hendrick; bom 1630;- died about 1710. 

9-i. Abraham: bom 1639; died about ITli. . 

9-5. Aeltie: who married, first, Mattys; second, Wm. Vaoi 
OowenhoYen. She signed her name Aeltie Jorisen Brincker- 
hoff. 

H-IV. — ^Abraham Jorisen Brinckeriioff mairied Aeltie^ 
dau^ter of Jan Stiyker, of Ilatbush. For further particu- 
lars, see historical address, subsequent . pagea He had nine 
children. 

8-6. Joris: bom March 1, 1664. 

8-7. John: who settied in Flushing, and died in 1707. 

8-8. Dfarck: bom March 16, 1677. 

8-9. Garret: bom 1681, and ctotUed on a farm in Flushing 
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in 1711. His descendants not dearlj traced, but believed to 
bave settled at Oyster Bay. 

8-10. Ida: who married John Monfoit. 

8-lL Sosannah: married Martin R. Schenck. 

8-12. Sarah: married sa cc e sai vdy Jacob Bapelje aiil 
mcholas Berrien. 

8-18. Margsuret: married Theodorus Van Wyck. ' 

8-14 Leunetia : married Johannes ComelL 

m-VL— Joris Brinckerfaoff, ddest son of Abraham Joris 
Briniikerfaoffy was born March 1, 16M^ and was a member of 
the Flatlands Church. He sacceeded to the paternal farm on 
Flashing Bay, and acquired soferal other farms, which, by 
deeds dated March 2, 1786, he distributed among his sons. 
Many of his descendants in after years went to FishkilL He 
married Annetie, dau^ter of Tennis Gysbert Bogaert Her 
mother^s maiden name was Saiah Bapelje. She was bom 
June 9, 1625, and was the first white child bom in the'State of 
New York. In honor of this eVent the Dutch authorities pre- 
sented to her a tract of land at the Wallabout. I have in my 
possession a deedT which he ga^ve to one of his sons, signed 
Joris Brinckerfaof . He died at Hushing Bay, March 27, 1729. 
His wife, Annetie, died June 11, 17B0, nearly eighty-five 
years old. He had ten children. 

4-15. Sarah: bom December 18, 1691; married Bern 
Adriaeose, from whom the Dutdiess Ooun^ Adriances are 
descended. 

4-16. Susannah: bom Mardi 4^ 1698. 

Abraham: bom December 10, 1694. 

Teuxus: born March 29, 1697. 

Isaac: bom April 26, 1699. 

Aeltie: bom April li; 1704; married Cornelius 



4-17. 
4-18: 
4-19. 
4-20. 
Bapelje. 
4-21. 
4-22. 
4-28. 



Joris: baptized May 29, 1705. 
Neeltie: bom July 22, 1706. 
Hendrick: bom January 2, 1709. 
24. Antie: bom October 4^ 1712; married Abraham 
Bapelje. 

ni-Vn.— John BriiEickerhofF, son of Abraham Joris, mar- 

lied Catrina , and settled at Blushing; died 1707. He 

had one child. 



■ ..I 






A 



77 . 

I 

4^35. John: bom Mazdi 15, 1703 ; resided near Newtown 
ySlagey and died Angnst 81, 1758. He married, flrrt, Marritie 
Bijdar, and had four ohfldTen, 

4-86. Joirn: bom Julj 15, 1798. 

4-87. Stephen: bem Mardi 6, 1781. 

4r8& Oatfaarine: bom Febroary 8, 1T84; manied Abra- 
ham Lcuit. 

4r%i. Elizabeth : botai Julj 28, 1741; manied John A. 
Brinckerfaoff; 

By his seoond wife, Anna, dau^ter of Abraham Lent: 

4-80. Mary : bom November 15, 1749; manied Baldwin 
• 

Ihis entire family are supposed to have removed to New 
Hackensaclr, I>atche88 County. 

m-VIIL— Derick Brinckeriiofr was bom at Hushing; 
March 16, 1687, and was the son of Abraham Joria When 
grown to manhood he married Aeltiei dau^ter of John 
Oowenhoven, in 1700. He was an extensive farmer, of 
liberal means, and lived in the town of Hashing. . IVmt many 
years he wasa dvil magistrate^ and an infloential member of 
the Newtown Church. He had a large fiimily of children, and 
atany early day purdiased from Madam Brett two thousand 
acres <tf land lying in the very heart of the Fishkill Valley. 
This purchase was made July 9, ,1718, consisting of two 
parcels, one of sixteen hundred acres and the other of four 
hundred acres. . 

flour of his sons, when grown to manhood, left their Hush- 
ing home and went to'FishkilL Three of them have left no 
male descendants now living there. His eldest son, Abra- 
ham's family, stiU remains to represent hisnama 

Sex hundred acres of this first purchase, lying adjoining 
Brindserfaoff Station, stiU remains in possession of his descend- 
ants. His :9vi£B, Aeltie^ was bom in 1678^ and died March 9, 
1740, after whicli he again married. His diUdren were all of 
them bom from his first marriage. He died April 88, 174& 
Bis children were: 

4-81. Abraham: born about 1701. 

4-83. J<^m: bom about 1708. 

4-88. Joris: bom 1705. 

4-84. Isaac: bom January IS, 1714. 






, t 



<•• 




- • • « - 



4-88. 



78 



Jacob: bom Januaiy IS, 1715. 



Diana: bom — 

Adtie: bom 

Susannah: bom 



-; maiiied Isaac Biinckeriioff. 
•; mairied William HboglaiidL 
1 married ConieiiiiB Luyster. 



IV-XVn.— Abraham Brinckafaoff, ddest son of Jons (6X 
hom December 10, 169^ and died Maj. 6, 1767, aged serentj- 
two ; his children were : 

Abraham: married Elizabeth dan^ter of Abraham Brinck* 
-erhoff, but died without issue in 1780, aged fifty-three. 

Aim: Inarried Theodorus Polhemus. 

Sarah: married Johannes Brinckeriioff. 

Elizabethr married John Rapelje. 

Mary: married TlVllliam Bloodgood. 

IV-JLVUJL— Tennis BrinckeEfao£^ second son cl Joris (6^ 
was an elder in the Newtown Chnrch, and for many years a 
Grril Magistrate; married Elizabeth Bider, November S4^ 1731, 
and occupied the Elnedand farm at Dutch EUla The house 
in w;hich he lived still stands, bat in a dilapidated condition. 
Near the old bam, years ago, was foundan earthrai jar which 
•contained gold and silver coin supposed to have been secreted 
there. His wife was bom about 1700, and died October 84^ 
1745^ in the forty-sixth year of her age. He died jieuiuary 16^ 
1784^ in his eighty-seventh year. His children were : - 

Elizabeth: bom May 10, 1734; married John Fish. 

George: bom October 17, 1798, and married December 18, 
1746, Catharine, dau^ter of EDbert Hetring, who owned a 
farm in the central part of New York CSty, from Broadway to 
ihe East Biver. 

He had three sons and one daqghter, and in the later years 
of his life moved to Ilshkill with his two sons, Tennis and 
George, about 1788. He owned several farms, and wrote in 
ahorthand, using signs and figures. Bb died December 5^ 
1797$ his wife July 11, 1807, aged seventy-nine. BSs 
•children were : 

Elizabeth: bom October 6, 1747; married Simon Bloom. 

Elbert: bom January 4, 1751; inarried Antie Storm. 

Tunis: bom December S7, 1757; married Jane ftsgawJ 

George: bom January 18, 1765; married Elizabeth Wiltsio. 

His descendants still reside in Dutchess Oounty and 
Brooklyn. 






IT-XIX. --Isaac Biuickeriiofl^ thiid nm of Jwis (6X ™a™e^ 
Ub ooosin Diana, datq^hter of Diick BrineketiioflE. He 
oocopied a £ann oonv^ed to him by his father March S, 1796, 
now or formeily owned by WQliam Bragaw, near the Narrow 
tusage. ^ He died June ^ 1745, aged forfy-seren yeara .Sb 
widow died September 18, 1749. Tbe papers iised in the 
jnrentoiy of his estate are now in the dd secretary of Joris 
Dircksoa. His duldren were : 

Anna: bom Hay 6, 1788; mazried 'VnUtain lAwrence. 

Adtie: bom June 16, 1788; married Oametias Van Wyck. 

Sarah: b<»ii Hay 11, 1788; married Uiainas Oannan. 

George: bom October 18, 1788. He sooceeded to the 
paternal eetatei and was thrice married. 
\ 

IV-XZHL— Heodrick Brinkcohof^ spdied his name Brink, 
was the fourth aim ctf Joris (6), and brother of .Tennis and 
Abraham and Isaac. 

B» sacceeded to the Hashing Bay fann, and married Ta* 
metia, daughter of Daniel Bapalje. He -was a prcHmnrait and 
influential man. He was an elder in the Newtown Church, and 
tot many years a magistrate. Ss childreo were : 

Geoi^: bom 1782. 

Daniel: bfficn October a^ 1784. 

Abraham. 

Tunis. 

Jacob: died munarried. 

Johannes. 

Isaac. ' 

Aeltie: married Richard Cooper. 

Of these c^^^'^^^" : 

GaoBOK, eldest son of Hendrick (S8), bom in 1T83> married 
in 17S^ ^a Monfoo^ and had issue : 

Hendrick. - 

lAmmetia: died unmarried. 

^ nyft nam ■ 

Dahiel, second son of Hendrick (98), bmi October 86, 178^ 
married April 3, 1786, Ann Monfoot, uid died Septonber 98, 
1781. His widow October 8, 1798. 

Their children were : f.- , 

^ndrick: bom June 19, 1757. 
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Abraham: bom March ST, 1760; married Gertrude Onder- 
donk. ' * 

Jacobus: bom June S, 1769; died in infian<7. 

Saiah: born March 17, 1764; married William Laton. 

Jacob: bom August 27, 1766» 

Lammetia: bom December 5, 1768. 

Daniel: bom August 26, 1770. 

Peter: bom January 21, I77i. 

Aletta: bom October 8, 1779; married Jacob Bapelje. 

AuRATTAif^ third son of Hendrick (28), married Sarah 
Qnderdonk, and had children : 

John. 



liBmmetia. 
. Cornelius: had no children. 

Ann: married John Ludlum. 

Tunis Brinkerfaoff, fourth son cl Hendrick (28), married 
Catharine, daughter of John Bapelje. His chfldren were : 

Hendrick. 

John. 

Elizabeth: buried at FishkOl Bidge. 

Ann. 

Aletta: buried at Fishkill Village. 
. Jacob. 

James. 

JoHANinss Brinckerhoff, fifth son of Hendrick (28), married 
Sarah, daughter of Abraham Brinckerhoff, and settled in New 
Hackensack, Dutchess County, and died November 28, 1764^ in 
his twenty-eighth year. He lett a son whose name was Hen- 
drick, who married Elizabeth, daughter of Bem Hageman, 
and had issue : 

Elbert A 

Sarah: married Abraham Sneideker. 

Ida: married Isaac T. Beeves. 

Eliza: married David H^ndrickson, and 

Aletta: who married Jason Bate. 

Elbert A Brinckerhoff, of New Yorlc City, is a descendant 
of Johannes. 

' ISAAO Brinckerhoff, sixth son of Hendrick (28), bom 1748, 
and married Annetie Bennet. He was an elder in the Dutch 
Church at Jamaica, and died December 6^ 1815, aged seventy- 
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two. His wife died December 11, 1830, aged seveiity-fiYe. 
Ws childieii were : 

Annetia: bom Fefaniary 7, 1772; married Jacob Brinck- 
erIioflL- 

Aletta: bogm January IS, 1776; and died unmarried. 

Hendrick: bom Septemb^' 15, 1780; who died Sq>tember 
39,1898. 

IV— XXXL — Abraham Brinckerhoff, eldest son of Derick 
{8), and grandson of Abraham Joris, was'bom shortly after 
1700. . The family bible, containing all of the records, has 
been unfortunately buined, and the dates can only be 
mached imperfectly in other ways. 

Hie was the first man of the name who came to Ilshkill to 
occupy the lands which had been purchased, by his father. 
They extended from a point near Fishkill Village, and were 
bounded by the creek on the south until a mile or more be- 
yond Swartwoutville. He bunt his house on tiie rising ground 
at BrinckerhoJOFviUe, near a spring which flowed down through 
jismall mattedravine, and emptied into the FIshkilL It wasa 
beautiful location then, in the mass of tangled wilderness, and 
js beautiful to-day surrounded with fields and meadows and 
ihe culture which one hundred and fifty years have thrown 
jffound it. He married Femmetia Bemsen, daughter of Jorise 
Bemami Yanderbeck. The Vanderbeck was afterwards dis- 
used. The country then was entirely new. ffis nearest 
neighbors were Peter Dnboys, living upon the Sprout Greek, 
■a mile and more north of SwartwoutriDe. Johannes Terboss, 
Hying at Bishkill 'Village, and Robert Hussqrin the low stone 
house east of Glenham. He had seven .children, and died in 
ihe prime of his life and preyious to the death of hi^ father. 
Fkoyisidn was made in his father's will for his son Abraham's 
^;hiMmnj audhis wHl was dated sixteenth of March, 1743. 

His <duldren were : 

Derick^ John* A., Abraham, who died leaving no issue. 

KKzabeth, married Abraham Brinckerhoff. 

Aalfcie: married Abm. Adrianne. 

Diana : married Budolphus Swartwout, and 

Antie: who married Abm. Lent. 

Derick, his eldest son, afterwards Colonel and prominent 
ia dril lif^ (see biographical sketch above refoned to) married 
August 97, 1747, Geertie Wyckoff, of IlaUands. Colonel 
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Derick had three chfldren, Abraham, Jacob, and Fhebe^ who 
married Colonel .Stockholm. 

Abraham, eldest am ctf Colonel Derid^ married Sarah BMtt. 
Ss children were Gertrude, who married General John Van 
Wyck; Catherine who married Jamea Bailey; and Dericl^ 
who married twice. 

Jacob, second son of Colonel Derick, bom June, - 1754^ 
mairied October SS, 177^ Dientie Van Wyck. His children 
were: Aletta, Gertrude^ Maiia, ISizabeth, Derick, Hannah, 
Fhebe, and Diana. 

John A. Btinckerho£^ brother to Ctdonel Derick and son 
of Abraham, married Elizabeth, daughter of John Brincker- 
hoff, and died in the Bevolution. His children won: Fhebs^ 
muaied James Hnmfrey; Abraham; Elizabeth, married Smith; 
Geoi^; Isaac, who died unmairied; and Derick. The latter 
left sons, John, Abraham, ^aac, George, and William. 

IV-XXXIL— Colond John Brinckaho£E, second son <tf 
Derick and brother oX. Abraham, was bom on Long Island 
(for fortiier particulars, see biographical sketch above referred 
to.) He married Jannetie, daughter of Johannes Van Voor- . 
hes, and had five children. 

Aeltie, who married Dr. Theodorus Van Wyck and had 
nine children, and was baptized July a, 1783. 

Barbaretj^ baptized NoTember 10, 1783, and died Hay ^ 
1759, in the nineteenth year Qt her age; Diena, baptized Jane 
98, 1736; and died August S4, 1T53, aged sixteen years; and 
Derick, baptized ICay 15, 1789; died April 16, 1764. J<^ianneB 
Kinckerhoft, eldest son of Colond John, married Antie 
Martens^ April 36, 1753,'and died June 5, 1767. He had two 
sons: John, bom December 8, 175S, died Koronber 16, 1764; 
and Adriana M. Brinckerhoff, bom September 13, 1764, mar* 
lied Adriana Van De Linda, Octobw 5, 1778, and had nine 
children. His daughter, Hester Van De linde Brinckerhofl^ 
b<nii January 80, 1789, mairied Peter Jackson Uay 16, 180^ 
and died March 20, 1883. She lived to a more advanced age 
than any other person in the entire BrinckeihofF &mily. 
There have been many of the name who have lived to be 
eighfy five and ninety, and a few have lived to be ninel^-three 
and ninety-five years old. When Urs. Jackson died she was 
in her one hundred and seccmd year. 
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IV-XXXm— Isaac Brinckerhoff, twin brother of Jacob 
and third son of Derick, .was bom at Slnshin^ Long .Idand, 
January 12, 1718. He came to Fishkin when a young maUi 
and occupied some part of the original purchase, which had 
been made by his father in 1618. He married February 98, 
1787, Sarah Rapel je, and had two children. 

Ddrick, bom May 91, 1789; and Aeltje, who married Gen- 
eral Jacobus Swartwout. He has left no one of the name to 
represent him in the town of Ushkill, but his descendants 
resided in after years at Troy and, Albany. 

He died at Fishkill, April 99, 1770, and lus wife died also in 
Fishkin in 1798. 

Dirck Brinckerhoff, only son <tf Isaac Brincdcerhofr, was 
bom May 91, 1789. He married Rachel Van Bapst May 90 
1761. She was bom October 8, 174L 

He had eig^t children: 

Isaac: bom in New York, March 14^ 1769; and died at Troy 
December 99, 1899. He married June 10, 1786, Sophie 
Quackenboss. This gentleman is deserving of particular 
notice on account of his interest in the Brinckerhoff name. 
He left Taluable records of the eariy family, and had access 
to sources of information which have been found very reliable. 

Sarah: bom November S, 1764; married Garret H. Van 
Wagener. 

Gertrey: bom March 9, 1768. 

Cornelius: bom March 5, 1770; married March 10, 1818, 
Mary Chapman. 

Jacobus: bom August 4 1779. 
. John: bom October 17, 1773; married September, 1796, 
Qertrey Schuyler. 

Catherine: bom February 91, 1776. 

Polly: bom xVugust 1, 1779. 

John Brinckerhoff, who married Gertrey Schuyler, left six 
sons and one daughter, viz., Bichard, Abraham, Isaacs John, 
Martin, Cornelius, and Eve Maria. 

In the genealogy* of John Brinckerhoff there are small items 
entered which will afford satisfaction to many of his 
descendants. 

''In the summer of 1776 we left New York with our 
mother and family, and went to the house of our grandmother 
at Fishkin on account of the approaching war. In the fall of 
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fhe same year my father, beiiigdmea out of New YcAhyVba 
Batiab^ joined our fandly at FishldlL In Vba year 1780, 
NoTember 17, oar father, Dirdc Brindradiofl^ died Hahkill 
in the house of his mother. In flia ^ring of 1781 our mother 
and family moved to the honae of our dear aunt, Maiy Oodby, 
at the Tillage of FiahkilL In the fall of 1788 our aunt, ^laiy 
Godby, and family, went to New Tod:, after being oat seven 
years and soffering an the troobles and tiials of an exiled state 
for the good of onr coontiy.'' 

IV-JULXiV.— Jacob Brinckeifaofl; twin brother of Isaac, 
and son of Derick, 8, was bom in FIsbkill, Jannaxy IS, 1718. 
He was an .elder in the Datdi Chmch, and was one of flia 
four brothers who settled in'HshkilL Bb maiiied Sliaabeth, 
daughter of Abraham Lent, and died <m his fann in ^Elshkill, 
May 6, 1758, age forty-fonr years, ffis wife^JEIiaabeth, died 
February 8, 1771, aged fifty-eig^tyeam and nine months. He 
had ei^t rfiil<lw»fi Six of them died in eady life, ffis third 
daughter, Anna Oatrina, bom December 10, 1744, maiiied 
Johannes DeWitt; Derick, bom inFtahkill, April 9, 1750, was 
an elder in the Datch CShnich, and a soldier of the Bevblution, 
and foo^it under General Washingbm. He mairied Catherine 
Van Vlack^ of Fishkill, and afterwards located on Lcmg Island 
at the Dutch EjUs. He died about the year 1823. He had 
quite a large &mily who wero bom in Fishkill, but none of 
his descendants are remaining there at this date. 

IV-XXXnL— <3eoige BrinckeriioflF, third son of Derick, 
8, was bom October 15, 1705, and grew up upon his father^s 
farm in Elatbush, and must have possessed qualities which 
fitted him for commeroial life. ESs eariy life and maturer 
manhood are seen now through the shading which one hundred 
and twenty years haye thrown around him. 

Geoige Brinckerhoff was a thrifty, prosperous merchanti and 
had a store at Coenties Slip. He baUt the store with bricks 
which came from Holland, and were imported by himself . The 
distribution of his property shows that he had accumulated 
much wealth in business. He was influential in the Dutch 
Church. For nine years he was a member of the Ck>mmon 
GoundL His handwriting is simpty beautiful, and looks like 
a copperplate engraving^ and the handwriting of hSa son 
Abraham, written when he was a jimng man in his father^s -. 
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akore, resembles his father^s so closely as hardly to be dis- 
tinguished from it Hemairied, March S4^ 1727, Elizabeth 
ByYBnck, and had fiTe children: Ae^je, who died in infancy; 
Derick mftrried CSathoine Van Wyck; Eliaiabeth mairied 
Peter Boosevelt; John and a second Aelt je both died in 
infancy. 

Elisabeth ^nranck died ninth of March, 1740« He mar- 
ned again October 38, 174S, Maria Van Deusen, by whom he 
had six childien: Locrstia and Maria, twins, bom September 
S» 1747; Abraham, bom July SS, 1745; Lucretia, married 
Jacobus Leffert^ April 91, 1779; Maria died in infancy; Garret 
who also died in in&ncy. 

Abraham Brinckeriioff, third diild of Maria Van Densen, 
married Dorothea Bemaen, December 17, 1773, daughter of 
Peter Bemaen of New York City. He had nine children: 
George, bom Norember 36, 1778; Peter, bom March 7, 1778^ 
married Elizabeth Bleecker, of Albany; CSatherine Maria, 
George and Edward; and Maria, bom November ^ 1776^ mar- 
ried John H. Bemsen; Abraham, bom June 11, 1778, mairied 
Mary Piatt, daughter of Zephema Flatt of Plattsbuig^ March 
ie,l7M. 

IV-XXL — ^Gteorge Brinckerfaoff, brother of Tunis and 
Hendrick, baptized May 39, 1705. 

This seems indeed but a TOiy small record. By eramining 
and comparing it with other circumstances, he fills a require- 
ment which cannot otherwise be satisfied. This is the copy of 
a record, and cannot well refer to any otherperson. Births to 
George and Elizabeth Brinckerfaoff. 

Mary,^ bom October 3, 1783; John, May 16, 1788; Daniel 
October 16, 1786; Elizabeth, April 10, 1789; Geoige, April 13, 
1748; Garret, Ju^ 7, 1745; Oomelius, May 6, 1749. 

This record is further continued, and so nearly harmonizes 
with the record of John G. Brinckeriioff, ^jrandfather of Daniel 
Brinckerhoff, of Sishkill Iiandinft formeriy ap extensiye 
nurseryman. 

John G. Brinckerhoff, bom May 18, 1788; his wife Septem- 
ber 17, 1783. Their chfldren: George, bom December &» 1755; 
Bachael, August 15, 1757; Heneiy, March 33, 1760; Danicd, May 
15, 1763; Jol^ March 11, 1769; Elizabeth, September, 1773; 
Garret^ March 7, 1780. In the wST of Daniel Brinckerhoff, 
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dated February 1^ Vn% there is mention made of Daniel 
Brinckerhofl^ son of his brother John, and his brothera GeQEge, 
and Gkuret, and Cornelius, and his sisters Catharine^ Maij, 
and Elizabeth. Tliese papers axe all connected with George 
and Elizabeth Brinkerfaoff, whorepiesent theElshkill Tianding 
BrinckerfaofEs. Many of this familyaie widely scattered, and 
this information may be of great serrice to thauL I present 
these foots without being able to obtain other needed records. 
Johnr Brinckerhof^ bom March 11, 1769, had six sons and <»ie 
dau^ter, possibly more: John, William, George Benjamin, 
Harry, Samuel, Ver Planck, and Brelin. Several of these sons 
hare located at Booneville, New York. Cornelius Brinckeriiof^ 
a son of Garret Brinckeriioff , Hved at Rochester. 
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THE FAMILY OF JOHN H. BRINCEERHOFF. 



JOHN H. Brinckerhoff, bom NoveinbOT 34, 18S9, married 
Laura Edwards, Januaiy 16, 1853. His father's name 
was Abraham, bom August 1, 1798, married Jane 
Elizabeth Wri^t, Septembw 11, 1828. His grandfather's 
name was John, bom August 15, 1765, married Bebecda Lot, 
November S4, 1791. His great-grandfather's name was 
Abraham Brinckerhoff, who married Sarah Onderdonk. Time 
of birth and marriage not given. 

The above Abraham Brinckerfaoff was the son of Hendricks 
and had children; John, Isaac, Lammetia, Cornelius. His 
father, Hendrick, married Lammetia, daughter of Daniel 
Bapalje, and succeeded to the patemalfarm on Flushing Baj. 
He was an elder in the Newtown Church, and a magistrate 
for a number of years. He had a large family of children. 
Hendrick'd father's name was (George. His grandfather's was 
Abraham Joris. 
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OLD BRINCEERHOFFS HOUSE, NEWTOWN. 



rriHE f onowing communication was received from John H. 
JL Bxinckeiiioff, of Jamaica. It came too late to be inserted 
in its proper connection, and therefore fonns this article 
by itself. We learn from Mr. Brinckerhoff that William 
(yOonnan, the Town Clerk, has furnished him with most of 
this information. 

The communication states that the old house of Daniel 
Bragjawy on the Dutch Kills, was the home of the Brinker- 
hoffsuntilthebeginningofthe present century. Theremains 
of the old camps are to be seen there^ and down the road is 
another BrinkerhoflF house, opposite BragaVs milk fanm 
The old house with the heavy stump of locust before it was 
the house of Tunis Biinkerhoff. 

Here was found all the money by Eneeland, and here was 
the garret foil of old Dutch books. The writer then gives a 
list of Brinkerfaoff tombstdnes in that locality. Mary Brink- 
eriioff Moore, who is buried in the Moore and Townsend grave- 
yard, also Catharine Brinkerhoff, wife of Thomas Alsop, 
intenred in the Alsop grounds, now enclosed in Calvary Ceme- 
tery. In the Presbyterian Church, Newtown, Elizabeth 
Brinkerhoff, died in 1847, aged ninety-six years, and also Bhoda 
Brinkerhoff died in 1847. In the cemeteiy in the ground of 
Ifr. Trowbridge is a stone to George Brinkerhoff, who died in 
1809. 



ANCIENT NEWTOWN. 



TBE BVACUATIOK OF THE OLD BBINCKERHOFP H0U8B, DUIGH 

KILLS* 

[Bf th* Town Cl«rk, William fyOorwMn, Biq.] * 



The evacuation by Daniel Bragaw of the Brinkerhoff House 
daring the past week, and the total disruption of its antiquated 
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heirlooms, under the aucttoneer's hammer, form a sad dedoi- 
sion for the old house erected in 1726, ** near the Narrow Pas> 
sage/' It seemed to be. also the decree of Fate that this same 
week should be selected for the cutting down to its trunk of the 
historic chestnut tree, that for centuries had shaded the same 
** Narrow Fassage,V while both the great old tree and its '* Nar^- 
row Passage'' had given name and reputation to what is now 
called Woodside. Is it possible to revert back to the years of 
solitude, which covered the growth of its primeval twig ? Csn we 
follow its development into a sapling, and watch its steady growtb 
into the great tree that the first Brinckerhoffs and the first Bra- 
gaws had saved from the axe, when building their homes now 
deserted ? In those days both the Brinckerhoff House and the 
Old Tree were within close and nightly sound of the wolves, 
which owned the contiguous swamp; neither had the Bed iCan 
gone to decay, although tho civilization of rum and gunpowder 
were about accomplishing their united mission. The Bevdntioii 
of 1776 found this section of Newtown to be rich in harvests and 
well suited to cantonments for British and Hessian soldiers. 
From the venerable Moore House into the present Thompson 
Avenue, the whole rosui became the main avenue of one large 
camp, with ofScers snugly quartered in the half dozen homesteads 
that Uned the roadway. But we have now to keep to the Brinck- 
erhoff House, for Boe H. Smith, the auctioneer, has given us a 
chance to hunt up old relics. They certainly are of interest. 
That Scotch officer, Finlay McKay, who cut his name and his 
year, 1776, on the glass window, could hardly have expected 
that pane of glass to have survived one hundred and seven years; 
but thanks to the Bragaws, the same sash with all its glass was 
well protected to the present time. The hand-iron, which of a 
morning used to bake cakes for General Kyperhausen, and imprint 
its year of 1764 on each, still remains. The stout Gteneral was wcmt 
to make two ''bites" of each cake square into the above figures, 
and that was all the interest he felt in the chronology of the cake 
iron, but it is not so of us we hope in 1883; we never ate one of 
its cak€», but Daniel Bragaw has presented it to "the HiHorical 
Society; and this donation becomes quite satisfactory, especially 
when presented in company with the window on which Finkty 
McKay has memorized his identity. And the evacuation of 1783 
leftfhe old homestead a militaiy name, and it still preserves a* 
martial aspect 6ven to 1883. 
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CANE OF HENDBICK JORISEN BRINCEERHOFF, 

TWO HUKDRED YSABS OLD. 



MB. Heniy H. Brinkerhoff, of Jeaey CSty, New Jersey, 
has in his possession a most interesting lelic of his 
ancestor, Hendrick Joiisen Brinckerhoff , son of Joris 
Dircksen Brinckerhoff our common ancestor, in the shape of 
a Malacca cane, that bears the marks of having beein a stick 
of a great deal of dignity in its day. The cane is a stout one, 
fhirty-six and a half inches in length, with a rather massive 
head and cap of solid silver extending about five inches from 
the top, and a silver ferrule. The head and cap are neatly en* 
graved, the top bearing a representation of St. George and the 
dragon, and the band near the base of tbe cap bearing the 
owner's name, ''H. Joerisen.'' The cane has evidently seen 
considerable service, but is stiQ in an excellent state of preserv* 
ation. It suggests at once that its owner was a. man at 
least six feet in.height, and of imppsing proportions, as well as 
a man of importance. It was given to its present owner 
when he was two years old by his great-grandfather, Hen- 
drick Brinkerhoff, to whom it was given by his (Hencbick's) 
great uncle Jacobus, the son of " H. Joerisen" BrinckerhofC 
aforesaid. It must be about two hundred years old. Our 
picture gives a fair representation of it. 
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A SKETCH OF THE OLD HOIOSTEAD OF HmDRIGK 
JOBESBN BRINOKBRHOFF, AND OF THE 

OWNERS THEREOF. 



BT ONE OF THB TBIBE. 



rriHE Old Homestead farm of our ancestor, Hendrick Jori- 
JL sen l^rinckerholBF, at what is now known as Ridgefield 
Park, in the Gountj of Bergen, and State of New Jersey, 
was purchased bj him by deed dated June 17, 1685, from 
Epke Jacobsen Bsmta, the first of the Banta family who came 
to this country. It was part of a large neck \>r tract of land 
for which one Mrs. Sarah I^irstead, of New York, had a patent 
given by an old Indian Sachem in recompense for interpreting 
the Indian language into Dutch as thwe was occasion, and 
which was conveyed by Mrs. Eirstead to Banta. 

It is known that the boundaries of the homestead tract 
were the Hackensack River on the west, and the Overpeck 
Greek on the east, but it is not known what were its northern 
and southern boundaries, or what was its area. When it 
finally passed out of the hands of the &mily in 1861, it con- 
tained only ninety-three acres, but after the death of Hendrick 
Jor&en Brinckerhoff there was probably a partition of the 
original tract between Ms sons Derick and Jacobus, :and giv- 
ing them each an equal' share, the whole area would have 
been about two hundred acres. 

The selection of the tract was a most natural and judicious 
one. Here was the first high land on the Hackensack River 
on either side^ sailing up the stream. The luxuriance of vege- 
table growth that has always characterized this locality must 
have well attested the superior fertility of the soil; and the 
general formation of the land was, very plainly, unusually 
well adapted for building or cultivation. These advantages, 
with its location on two navigable streams and its nearness to 
the seaboard, was quite sufficient to justify the choice. 

Local tradition says that when Hendrick first came to pre- 






c 
\ 



lOT 

• 

pare for setUement on his iiew purchase, he came, accompanied 
by hk two sons, in canoes^ by way of the Hackensack Biver. 
After landing he went a little distance from the Aon and 
b^;an to cat down some trees, intending to pat op a Uock 
house and then return to New York for his family and goods. 
But while engaged in felling trees a fatal arrow shot by an In- 
dian pierced and killed his son by his side. The old man took 
up his son on his back, and with his other son fled to his boat 
and hastened back to New York. The loss of his son. was so 
discouraging that he concluded to return to Holland. His 
friends, however, prevafled on him to remain, and, aocom* 
panied by a guard of friends and soldiers, he returned, eflEected 
a compromise with the natiyes^ and was afterwards 
unmolested. 

The killing of one of the sons is well attested in other 
ways^ but the scene is generally laid in Staten Island. It iS| 
howerer, somewhat difBcult to understand how the local tra- 
dition could be so wrong in so important a matter of fflumly 
history, with so little lapse of time f or f oigetfulness, and with 
men so peculiarly constituted as these early Dutchmen were^ 
to remember ill about just such facts^ and to recount it 
minutely and conscientiously. 

Undoubtedly Hendrick must have been the first white 
settler in that immediate locality, thereafter known as Old 
Hackensack, and the Paulisons were his earliest and nearest 
neighbors. 

The first public road laid out through this tract, now 
known as the Old Hackensack Road, was origimdly known as 
the Queen Anne Road, indicating that it was laid out some- 
time between the years 1703 and 1714^ when that sovereign 
re^ed. 

The first house built by Hendrick was, of course, the rude 
block or log house of all early settlers in such regions. What 
other house was next built, its shape, sixe^ or appearance, or 
through wliat architectural changes it passed, and when, we 
do not know; but the Homestead, its location and surrcmnd- 
ings, when occupied by the last IBteinkerhoff owner, although 
the buildings and improvements have been dean gone fpr 
years, are well remembered by many now living, who Ihred 
or visited there. 
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There is a tradition that these were at onetime twosepante 
houses^ one on the site where the homestead last stood, and 
one, an older one (perhaps the original block hoose) in front to 
the sonth on a gentle dope to the river; one occdpied hj the 
father and the other by the son* 

The main part of the old homestead as it last existed, and 
as is shown by the accompanying illustration, was erected in 
1802. It stood &cing south at the head of a gentle dope, the 
shore to the south receding quite abruptly about serenty-five 
feet, so that while the river banks about twenty-five feet dis* 
tant westerly from the house wen nearly perpendicular, and 
about ten or twelve feet in height, southerly the ground 
doped easily to the water's edge. The main p^rt of the house 
was about twenty-eis^t by thirty-two feet, a story and a half 
high, with a hip roof, and a stoop with rail and baluster. 
The first story was of common brown stone, the gaUe being 
finished with wooden siding. On the west was an dd 
&shioned extension of one story with attic, a ceiling of naked 
beams, an old fashioned fire-plaoe, and a died in front ex- 
tending over a rude pavement. This extension was pirobably 
the original homestead. The southern dope in front was 
utilized as a garden, and endosed with a fence, and a fence 
also enclosed the whole yard about the house and smaller 
outbuildings, except on the westerly river front. A little to 
the east was a slight depresdon, through which ran a stream- 
let^ emptying into the river. Big^t by this brook and about 
one hundred feet from the houses was an excdlent spring with 
a small house over it. The bam stood farther back on 
hi^er ground. 

Such was the character of the Homestead buildings, when 
in 1861, Jacob A. Brinkerhoff, the great-great-grandson of 
Hendridc Jorisen Brinckerfaoff sold and surrendered the farm 
to strang^B who knew not Hendridc 

After this, their history is a brief one. In the year 1870, 
the New Jersey Midland (now the New York Susquehanna 
and Western) Railway Company located its route partly on the 
dte of the old homestead and parQy to the east of it, and soon 
after b^an running its trains. The proximity of /the trade 
necesdtated the removal of one comer of the house, and, very 
naturally, led the next year to setting its roof on fire by a 
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spaik from a passing engine, and then all was gone (the bam 
and other buildingB had 'gone before), all except the old 
spring whose destruction was delayed nntO the building of the 
New York, West Shore and Buffalo BaifatMtd in 1883, on the 
east side of the Ifidland road, and then that too was swal- 
lowed up and disappeared. And now, where for neailj two 
hundred jears our worthy old Dutch ancestors lived thehrez- 
emplaij liyes in happy-rural retirement, the thunder of more 
than half a hundred daHj trains wakes the echoes of the hills 
and mocks the drowsy memories of the past. 

The little we know about the successiTS owners of the Old 
Homestead is as folio ws : 

What we know about Hendrick is well told by General 
Brinkerfaofi^ in his re-union address. It is probable however, 
that Hendridc had a larger family than he has generally been 
credited with. It now seems that he had at least ten children, 
althouj^ they may not all have lived with him at Old 

^ndrick died about ITIO, as near as is now known. 
After his death, by a deed the date of which is lost^ Cornelius, 
his eldest son and heir at law, and his widow dassie, conveyed 
all the Old Hackensack property to his other two sons. Derrick 
and Jacobus. The two sonsprobably divided the premises be- 
tween them by parol partition. Jacobus taking the old home- 
stead portion and Derick the northerly portion. 

Jacobus Brinckerhoff , the son of Hendrick seems to have 
inherited a good share of his father^s enterprise and rd^;ious 
spirit. The date or place of his birth is not certainly known, 
but it is quite probable, as he was one of the youngest of the 
children, that he was ham at the old homestead. On April 
17, 1708 he married Angenit je Banta, dan^ter of Hmidrick 
Bcmta, of whose father he had bou^t the old homestead 
tract, and on January S, 1709, he and his wife joined the 
church at Hackensack. From the churdi records we leam 
that when the Bev. Beinhart Errickseai came .over from Hol- 
land and became the pastor of the church at Hackensack, 
Schraalenburgh and Passaib, the note s^ven at Amsterdam 
for the fare of the passage (twenty pounds and extra diarges) 
was paid by Jacobus Brinkerhoff and Martin Powles (Fauli* 
aonX as if by a previous agreement. Oaptain Payton's receipt 
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for the 'payment is still pxeserved among the papas <A the 
church. 

That Jacobus'was a man ot thrift and enterprise, is indi- 
cated bj his various investments in real estate, not only in his 
' own nc^gfaboiiiood, but at points quite remote tor those days. 
For instancy we find that by a deed dated July 9S, 1785, he 
and his brother Cornelius bought of Jacob Arents, a "physitLm'* 
of Newark, for fifty pounds and " divers good causes,** a tract 
of two hundred acres at Pompton, New Jersey, apparently a 
tract containing an iron mine. We also find that he pur- 
chased a tract at Closter, which he devised to his son George. 
Among his other purchases, was a tract d! Bixty-three acres 
at Quacksack, a {dace on the oppodte side of the Hackensack 
River. This tiact he purchased jointly with Jacob Banta, July 
18,1744. 

He was several times elected to the office of chosen free- 
holder in the County of Bergen, and the presumption is tair 
that he took an active and influential part in public affairs. 

Hb had five children: a Hendridc who died in infancy, 
^ndric^ Oeorg^ the ancestor of Uie Pennsylvania and Ohio 
Brinkerbofb, Jacob, and Maria, who married Jacob Housman. 

Ba died. in 1769 -or 1770, and left a will devising the old 
homestead form to his son Jacob. 

The mann^ in which he b^ina his win, in conf onnity with 
the pious formality of those days, and in striking contrast with 
the business brevity of more modem times| is as follows : 

" 1^ Jacobus Blinckerhoff, of Uie County of Bergen, pre* 
cinct of Hackensack, Yeoman, being sometimes weak of body, 
but now of sound and perfect mind and memory, thanks be 
given to Ood therefor, calling to mind the mortality of my 
body, and knowing that it is appointed to all men to die, do 
make this my last wiQ and testament That is to say princi- 
pally and first of all, I give and recommend my soul into the 
hands of Ood that first gave it, and for my body, I recommend 
it to the earth, to be buried in a Christain-l^e and decent 
manner and at the discretion of n^ executors, but at the 
general resurrection I hope to receive the same hy the mighty 
power of Ood and throi]^ the merits of our £bviour Jesus 
Christ, and as touching such woridly estate whereof it has 
pleased God to bless me in this life, etc." 
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The daose by which he gi^es the Old Homestead to his son 
Jacob 18 as f oDows : 

^^Ifcismywill, and I do bequeath to my son Jacob Blinck- 
erfaoff the plantation where I now dwell on, called OldHacken- 
sasky. on the east side of the Hackensack Biver, with all the 
appurtenances belonging.'^ 

The witnesses to the will weie Duxdc Blinckeihoflf and 
BTnier V. Giesin. 
' The date of the will is Jannaiy 17, 1769. 

Jacob Brinkeifaoff , son of Jacobus, was bom at the Old 
Homestead NoTember 19, 1781. There is little to be told of 
him firom what the writer has been aUe to leam. He mar- 
ried Antje Yoorfaese, but the date is not known* OnFefaruary 
S8, 174S, he joined the church at Hackensack, and on Novem- 
her 88, 1749^ his wife followed his example. He died in his 
prime in the year 1771, yery shortly after his father. He had 
seven children: Agnetie, who married Daniel Haring^ of 
Schraalenburgh; Lucas, who^ during the war of Indepeudence 
was taken prisoner by the British, and was confined m the 
&mous Sugar House prison at New Toric; Annat je (a notice 
of whom is elsewhere given), who married John Christie, 
afterwards a fellow-prisoner of the British with his brother-in- 
law Jiucas; Jacobus, Hendrick, who became insane, and died 
a bachdor; and Albert, who got the Old Homestead, and 

Georga "" 

Ftom the tenor of his will he was probably suffering from 
serious illness when it was written. It is much aftw the 
manner of his father's, and begins as follows : 

^I, Jacob .Brinkerfaoff, of Old Hackensack, in the CSounty 
of Bergen, and Ftovince of East New Jersey, Yeoman-— 
being mudi diswdered and in afiBiction of body, but of sound 
and ^iflpQgJTig mind and memory, do make, constitute^ and 
OErdain this my last will and testament^ in manner and form 
following: If it shall please God to remore me hence by my 
present indisposition, I recommend my soul to Qod who gave 
it formerly, relying on Him for the pardon of all my sins, 
through Jesus Christy His only son; and my body to be 
decently interred at the discretion of my executors*" 

He gives sixty pounds to his wifis in lieu of do wer/ and 
devises his real estate as follows : 
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^ I gire an my real estate bequeathed to me by the last win 
of my father Jacobus BrinkeriK^ deceased, and also a piece 
of meadow which I purchased mysdf , to my fire sons, LacaSi 
JameSy Hendrick, Albert, George^ tfaeu: heirs and assigns foiv 
ever, to be equaUy divided, or to have the value thereof as the 
majority of my executors shaU see fit, or the majority of my 
surviving executors shaUdeem proper." 

He was evidently detennined to have his estate weU 
administered, as .he appointed no less than six executors: Antje^ 
his wife, his brother George^ his nq[>hew8incholas and <3eoige^ 
his brother-in-law Hendrick Van Vborhis and his cousin Albert 
Banta. The witnesses were John Vanderhoof, Dar. Archi- 
bold and John Powlse. 

Albert Brinkerhoff, one of the five sons to whom Jacob 
devised his real estate, in the final settlement thereof by the 
executors, got the Old Homestead farm at Old Hackensack. 
£b was bom at the Old Homestead, March 21, 1768. Tr 1796 
he married Eesdah Ycforfais. like his ancestors he early con- 
nected himself with the church at Hackensack^ and took an 
active and earnest part in its afEiairs. In the split which took 
place in the church on the coetus and conferentie question, he 
was alwayp, as were his father and grandfather, on the coetus 
side. When the secession took place, which resulted in the 
organization known as the True B^ormed Dutch Churoh* he 
was among its leaders. In the new body he was one of the 
first elders of the churches at Hadcensack and Schralenburgh, 
and was a member with the Bev. Dr. Froeligh of the first 
classis which convened in extra session at Danube, New York, 
July 15, 1838. That he and his ancestors were fairly liberal 
church members is shown by their recorded contributions to 
the rebuflding of the church at Hackensack, in 1790. In the 
War of Independence he and his brothers were ardent patriots, 
and the Old Homestead must have berai the scene of many an 
interesting event in those troublous times. And the good 
old Dutch vrouws, as well, stood nobly by the cause if they dkL 
not even surpass ihe men in courage and spirit. 

• He died at the Old Homestead, December 8, 184^ leaving 
three chfldren: Anna, who married David Christie; .Albert 
and Jacob, to whom he devised the Old Homestead, describing 
it in his win as '*My Old Hadcensack farm.'' 
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Jacob A. Brinkeiliofl^ Bonof Albert, wastbe last owner of 
llie Old Homestead in the Brinkaiio£F line. He was bom 
theie August 6, 1809, and continaed to reside there until Apzil 
1, 1861, when he sold the whde tract containing ei^ty-three 
acns to John A. I^usona, of Ehekepsack, for the stun of 
417,584, and remored with hia family to Hackensack where he 
spent the remainder of ^t** days. 

He was a person of tall and manly bnild, of a strong and 
intdligent mind (a 'smart Dutchman' as . his pastor the Bev. 
. O. T. Demareot once chaiacterized himX and of a most rigid 
and uncompromising disposition in all matters of inincii^ 
ly^Mini^ most firmly to the creed of his fathers in both religion 
andpolitica. ThatistosayhewasaCalvinistof thestrai^iteBt 
aec^ and a Democrat of the Ja(^sonian type. ^wasweQqnali- 
fied by intelligence and character to ffll hig^ ofSdal position, 
but was too severe and nnconciliatory or too muunbitious to 
attain such honors. He nerer followed any other bnsinees 
-than liiat ot a taxtnet. He married Slizabeth Van Saun, and 
had by her fire childreu : Catharine, who married William 
WiDianis; Albert, Isaac, TT ftmith^ who married William Wea- 
twdt; and Hester Ann, who mairied Garret Oldis. 

ncm this sketch it will be seen that titie Old Homestead 
4X>iitinued uninteiTuptedly in the possession and ownership of 
Etendrick Joris Brinkeriioff and his lineal descendants fnan 
J'nne 17, 168S to April 1, 1861, a period al neaily one hundred 
and 88Tenty-six years. 
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-J0B3 VJSCKSES BRINCEERH0FP8 SEOEETABT. 

om or THE <HJ>B>Tr nr *imt/^* 

- L This BecretaT7 was broi^it to New Amaterdam bT* 

Joria Diicksen Brinckerhoff, the fixst nqpresentatiTe oC the 

tamHj in America in 1688. It is five teeA tax inches hi^ 

three feet six inches wide^ and twent;r-two inches deep, tt 

contains six different secret drawers. These drawers ace. of 

the mzB of two pigeon holee^ and occupy the space in the rear, 

and are drawn out by each aUemate division. In other parts 

of the secretary two drawers are taken out, and by drawing 

out the division, 'a secret drawer is broi^^t' forward, so mudb 

.' " ~ hidden, ttiat a new one has quite recently been discovered. 

In the uppw part there is a lai:ge space for silverware, where 

i the famfly silver was kept secreted. This, too, has a jnivate 

' approach c^ its own. The wood of the secretary is of a Hf^ 

I _ . mahogany color, and is voy handsomdy inlaid with satin, 

wood and ebony. 

This secretaiy is mentioned in the wills c^ the family for a 
. peripdof nearly two hundred, yeaia, and is called, in all case^ 
! eitiier "The Chest of Drawers," or "The Drawers." 

I It passed by the wiQ of Tunis Brinckerhoff, who was bom 

!in 1697 and lived to be eighty-seven years old, to his only son 
George, and is called "The Drawers." My grandfather, whoee 
[name was George, and whose father's name was George, gave 
. "The Chest of Drawers to his son Tunis," and mentions as the 
'.reason "becausehe was named after his great great-grand- 
fiather Tunis.** I have myself heard my grandfather and 
I Uncle Morg, his colored family 'servant, both say, that the old 

S secretary came from Holland, " for old grandfather Tunis had 

I told them so." They were boUi of them young men when he 

f died. Grandfather Tunis must he accepted as the very best of 

] authority. He was seventeen years old when his grandftUher 

]■ Abraham Joris died, and Ured in the old Flushhig Bay home- ' 

stead with him and therefore must have known all about it. - 
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- Tbis ancient piece of farmtnraiBtlis most iKeciousheirioom 
gt the funily. It speaks <tf JoriB Dircksen, oar honoted 
ancestor, and has a language of common interest to us aD. 
IV>r more than twenty years he sat beside this desk and trans- 
acted his poblic and fuivate bnainesB, Be farou^t it with 
him from Holland, and it has been kept in tiie family fonn 
Ihat day nntil now. It has been given by repeated wiHs to 
the sons <tf the name, and has always been an object at 
eqiecial interest. 

It came into my poesesdon about forty years ago, and had 
pceiTionsfy been Qsed by my grandfather. In <Hie drawer there 
yet zemains a cdlection oi antique knee bucUes and (dd bnt- 
ttmsof Tarious and singular Coims, spectadee as large and as 
round as a sflTer dcdlar, unlike anything which has been in 
existeace for generations.' Other drawera cmtain tAl deeds 
».n^ maps of land which had bem in possessifm of the fiunily. 
Some of them date back orear two hundred years. Thoe are 
also old wills, bonds and obligations, which were paid OTer a 
hnndzed and fifty years ago. The bond of Daniel Brincker- 
haff is there withoat which he would scarcely have -been 
identified. It holds also the handwriting of many of the older 
members of the family ; the signatmie and much of the writing 
of Tunis, who spdied his name wi&ont the c, as did Hendzidc, 
his brother, and also Isaac; the signature of Joris, their father, 
who speOed his name Brinkerhof- There are also papers with 
all the accounts and corrections of estates which have been 
settled more than a hundred and fifty years ago. Tn the papers 
of the estate of X»ac Brinckeriiof^ I noticed that mention 
was made in particular of " Uie great Bibles'* valued at either 
three or five pounds. I ha.vb seen the same great Bible men- 
tioned in other papers, and I have tried to find wiiether it was 
still in existence. The letters recdved not only established its 
identity, but supplied oth^ infonnation. One &ct was clearly 
established, that it contetined a great deal of &mily genealogy, 
written in Dutch, and bad the tradition of having been owned 
by Abraham Joris. There was <me other fact revealed. 
TaaLOc had a son whose name was Geoige, whose wife died in 
184T, aged ninety-six years, and the great Bible .was in Iier 
possession. During the later years d her life she was waited ^ 
iqmn and became very much attached to a maid who had 






U6 

- come from HoOaod. The giil delated to lead the great 
Bible in her own langoagBf and the old lady, seeing her 
attachment to it^ presented it to her. After her death the giri 
returned to Holland, and the records of the Brincfcerboff's 
croeeed Uie sea with her. The name and residence of the giil 
ooDld possibly be yet obtained. Here then is an opportimity 
for some enterprising person to find a family treasure. There 
is a lady living in Philadelphia who fiTaima to have a dodc 
formeily owned by Hendiick, and lbs. Dubois, wife of Dr. 
Dobois, of New ToA. City, has a cheet of drawers in good 
preservation, which she says was owned by her grand&ther 
Dirck Brinckedbof^ uncle to Tunis and £tendric^ and brother 
toQeorge. 

n.— ^The old Dutch Bible of TheodOTUS Van Wyck, giving 
his birth in 1668, and his marxiage in 1698 to Ma^aretta, the 
dan^toE of Abraham Joris BriackeAoft. It is, therefore, not 
inappropriate here. 

m.— ^The armchair of Tunis Brint^eriioff, grandson of 
Abraham Joris, and named a&x his grandfather Tennis Oys- 
bert8B<^aert Thesmallpariorcliairto theleftisbelieredto 
haTebelongedtohisgrandmotharBogaert, whose maiden name 
was Sarah Bapalje. She was bom June 9, 1636, at Albany, 
Wh^ her parente then resided, and was ttie first white child 
bom in i^ New Netherlands. Li honor of that event, the 
Dutch authorities presented to her a tract of land, at the 
Wallaboncht in Broooklyn. 

IV.— A singularly formed chest for valuable papers, money, 
etc. The lock of the chest is a study in itself and would give 
an expert great trouble in opening it. The chest is easQy two 
tanudrod years old. T. V. W. B. 
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How the Bi-Centennial Brinkerhoff Be-union was first sug- 
gestedy and how it was afterwards organised and made a 
anccess is aocorately told in the f pllowing pages. But it is 
proper to saj more particularly, that it is moro than likelj a 
xe-onion would not have been held if General R. Brinkerhoff, 
of Ohio, from the time of its first suggesti<m after the Get- 
iysbuig meeting; had not kept urging it with untiring persist- 
ency ; and it is also proper to say that credit for the organiza- 
tion and success of the re-union is wholly due to the oflKcers 
of the Bergen County Brinkerhoff Association, assisted by the 
Tery eflKdent ladies' committee that presided orer the refresh- 
ment department, all of said persons being of Brinkerhoff 
blood or connection, although some are not not so fortunate as 
to bear the family name. 

In addition to the credit to be given to those who subscribed 
the necessary funds, special credit is due to Major S. H. V. 
Moore, for furnishing the tent and the band ; to Mr. Peter 
Mehrhoff for the generous and courteous manner in which he 
granted the use of the old homestead grounds; of which he is 
now the owner; and to Mr. Albert R Christie for his hospitable 
surrender of his dwelling house and premises, for the accom- 
modation and entertainment of the numerous guests. 

Owing doubtless to the absolutci novelty of such a meeting 
in the county of Bergen, the projectors of the re-union met at 
first with very slight encouragement^ even from theBrinker- 
hofPs themselves, at least within the county, but when its 
success was demonstrated, the most gratifying interest was 
shown on all sides and the warmest approval was evoked, 

The managers of the re-imion had every reason to be satis- 
fied with their success. It was greater than they expected, 
and was,' in itself, an ample reward for their labor and care. 
To an who gave their assistance or encouragement they extend 
grateful acknowledgement. 
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BI-GENTENNIAL ^ONKERHOFF BE-UNIOK. 

C 

OBIOnC AND OBOANIZATIOK. 

On Monday tha sixth day of July; 1885, a fefw members of 
the Brinkeihoff famfly in the Gounty of Beigen and State of 
New Jersey; met at ihe Court Boiose at HackenHack in said 
oomity, for the porpose of considering the holdii^ of a family 
xe-nnion in the month.of August ensuing. At this meeting a 
BergenOounty Brinkerhoff Association was organized, wiik 
John H. Brinkerhoff, president ; Cornelius Christidi secretary^ 
Stephoi H. V. Moore, treasurer; and James D. Brinkerhoff 
Henry K Brinkaiioff, Andrew EL Brinkaiioff, Harrey Iser- 
man and Jacob R WilliamSi ezecutiTe committee; and it waa 
also resolved to hold a preliminary meeting at said Court 
House on July 15, at 6 p. il, to arrange for such re-union. By 
direction of the association inyitations to such meeting 
were sent to BrinkerhofEs generally living in' or near the 
County of Bergen, and in response thereto about a dozen per- 
sons assembled at the time and place appointed. A suf&denfc 
sum having been then and' there subscribed to warrant the 
undertaking, it was definitely resolved to hold the re-union; to 
hold it on the 27th day of August then next, and to hold it on 
the old homestead grounds of Hendrick Joiisen Brinkerhoff 
at Ridgefield Park in said county. It was further determined 
to have a meetingof all who could conveniently attend, every 
Wednesday evening untQ the day fixed for the re-union. At a 
subsequent meeting the following invitation circular waa 
adopted and directed to be sent by each member of the associ- 
ation to every Brinkerhoff whose address could be ascertained. 

mVITATIOK. 

BRINKERHOFF RE>UK[ON» 
T9 memben ^ikB Brinkerhoff familift bif,nam€orbiood€Vtrgmhert,gneHng: 

The msmben of tlie Brinkerhoff fiuiii|7 in the oountj of Bergen end Stat» 
of New Jeree^, he^e erranged to hold a re-nnion at Ridgefield P^rfc (fonnertj 
known ee <Md HeckeneackX hi eald eonntf , on Thnrwlmj, the 87di daj of 
▲ngiiet of tfaie jreer (1885). 

The iiieoe ohoeen for the re-onion le a iwrt of what wee f ormerlj the. 
homeeteed tmem of Hendrick Joriaea Brinkerhoff* the oommonanoeelor of a' 
hffge pioportioii of the Brinkerhoff family in thia oounby, and the tmnn waa 
pnrehaaed bj him from Epke Jacobean Banta (the fkther of all the Bantaa 
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in ihis seqfcioii) .Indeed bearing date JimeUT, 1085-^jiist two himdred jam 
ago in Jiine last. '"^ 

On this fann Hendridc Jorisen Brinhsrhoff settlad at iSbm time of said 
pfordiasa* ha baing tha first BrinkarhoflF who satUad in tha p ros ant limits of 
Baigan Coanty« and tha fium baing tha llrst plaoa whara anjr Brinkaiiioff 
aattlad in thaaa limita. And hara soma of his diraot dssoandants, of tha 
Brinkariioif nama. oontinnad to rssida aa propriatois, down to tha yaar 1811 
—an nnintanraptad ownarship and occnpancj of oyar 175 jaaia. 

Handrick Jorisan Brinkarfaoff emigratad lh>m Holland to this oonntrj in 
tha year 1688 coming with his fathar, Jons Dircksan Brinckarhofl, tha com- 
mon ancestor of all tiia BrinkarhoflTa now Bring & tha United States. 

Ha flistaettlad with his father's funilr on Stafton Iiriand» and aftarwatd^ 
on Long laland» in the State of New York»^ 

In 1877 he purchased a tract at Bergen, now a part of Jessej Ci^» in this 
State, on which tract soma of his deacandants still reside* 

In 1878 he joined with a few other Datohmen f^om Bergen, and pnrnhaaed 
tha Indian tJtia to tha aita of what ia nowFamaic City, in this State, but soon 
afterwards he abandoned that porehaae^ and sacored tha Old Hackansaok 
farm aboTO mentioned, for his permanent home. 

Abraham, a brother of Handrick, settled with his father on Long laland, 
and has left nnmarons descendants, moat of whom spell their name Brind^ 
arhoff. 

Aal^e, a sister, married William Van CowanhoTen, and man j persons 
by the name of CowanhoTan or Conorar, and coming ftom thoae families, in 
different parts of the comitry, trace their descent from her. 

The BrinkeriiofCi have obeyed so diVgently the scriptural injonction 
^increase and multiply,** that it has bean estimated there are now living In 
thii ooontry Ato or six thojisand persons^ all descendants of Joris Dircksen 
Brinckerhoff above named. 

But better than mere nombers is the highly honorable record the f amilfy 
has made for drio and Christian rirt n ea a record of whkii erery Brinker* 
hoff has good reason to be prqnd. 

Coma, then, one and all, from far and near, whar a ver yon may ba^ of 
Brinkerhoff name or blood, come, and let na make the day of our ra-nnion a 
happy and a memorable one. 

Dated Bergen County, Ju^ 89, 1888. 

JOHN H. BRINKERHOFF, 

By ordarof the Bergen Coun^Brink« I 
arlioff EzecutlTe Committee. | 

Jlma D. BuNKSBBOFr, 



Li accordance with fhe diiedion of the Aflflociation, an 
ample supply of these circulars was printed, and alaige nnmr 
ber of them was distributed. 

After the meeting of July 15, flie labors deYolved upon two 
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or fhxee memben of the Awinriatioii, who met weel^, 
aooofding to the ociffiiial arrangBBoeat, until Monday, Angufli 
17, whea about twen^ Brinkeriic^ ladies metat the Oomt 
Hooae at Hackensadc in the aftemoon and org^dEed for the 
aohition at the refreRhtnent ppoMem by uhnHiij^Mia^ Jacob A^ 
Bdnfcnhoff presidait^ Iba. Ahnmi De Bann ▼ice-pnadeal^ 
and lfr& Jacob B. Williams secrotniy. 

The sagaci^ and enthosiafln with wliidi the ladies entend 

into the affair gaTe it a new pledge of s mxwy and their part 
of the le-nnion was managed wtth remaricable skin ftomtfae 
fimL 

At a late i ■ l oo t inR jost pienons to the le^onion, Mr, John 
H. Brinkttfaoff wasi^ipointed to preside over the < 
Mr. James D. 1 

of exeroiae s was lefened to a committee^ and theCoDowipg 
general committees of gentlemen and ladies 
forthe occasion: 

COMMITTBBS. 
WL Bmnam orr, 

X 
^^ 

r» • • • • • 

PaBATa, ------ 

^ a 

OLBLairn. ^ 

KA.nnT« 

n. 
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August 37, the day of the le-union opened nu 
and was bright and pleasant throughout, and the Old Home- 
stead grounds at Ridgefield Paxk proeented such a scene of 
activity and gayety as, it is safe to say, they had nerer beforo 
known in all their histoiy. 

The handsome tent, pitched In just the light spot, midway 
between the public road and the Hrer, with the national colors 
floating at its top, flags flying from poles planted oil the site 
of the Old Homestead on the river banks, and of the spring 
near by, the river itself in its placid beauty, with now and 
then a passing schooniBr deaving its way so peacefully and 
leisurely, contrasted with the hum and hurry of flyiug trains, 
one ri^t on the heels of another, on the twin railroads on its 
banks ; on one side the fine modern residence of Mr. Peter 
Mehrhofi^ and on the other the antique dwelling house and 
outhouses of Mr. Albert B. Christie, with the crowd of people 
arriving by train or in carriages, and noTeeting and mixing in 
happy intercourse, all in the l^t of a sweet summer's day, 
made a most deli^^tful picture. 

And the accommodations provided by the asisociation wero 
ample and excellent. The tent was 40 x 80 feet in size, floored 
throughout, with a large platform at each end, and just nicely 
hdid the number that was present. One of the large bam 
buildings of Mr. Albert B. Christie, 26 x 48 feet in size, had 
been transformed into a convenient dining saloon for the 
occasion, and decked with greens and flags, with its gener- 
ously fmnished and tastfly set tables, gracefully attended by 
the fair members of the committee, looked quite inviting,^ and 
answered its purpose admirably, while the old-fashioned 
dwelling house was ficeely opened to all who chose to accept 
its hospitality. Carriages wero provided for the convenience 
of guests, and the Beception Committee were ready at all 
times to render any needed service. 

The guests b^an to arrive about 10 a. il, the hour flxed 
for the opening^ and after that continued to stream in during 
the remainder of the day. Each train on the New- York, Sus- 
quehanna and Webtem Bailroad seemed to bring its car fuB, 
and carriage after carriage kept depositing its happy loads. 
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A book was opened in the ienfc Cor the legisfay of the 
Biinkeriioflb present, and all throned the day the fair attend- 
ants^ Miss Ida C. Moore and her assistants^ wexe kept more 
than busy in taking the names of those eager to register. 

Drake's Zouare Regiment Band, ct Elizabeth, N. J., 
fbniished the music, and their stirring strains at intervals 
gave a very desirable variety to the proceedinga. 

At about noontime the refreshments began to be served, 
and an were generoody and gracefolly attended to in torn, 
without a jar, and with baskets foU of firagments over. 

Just before the time appointed fortheexerdses— aboutS.80 
p. x. — ^Mr. IT^Diams, the Hackensack photogmpher, took two 
eacoeOent pictoies ci the assembled crowd with the tent for a 
baidcground. 

A Tery neatly printed programme, was then distributed and 
eageriy seised by the now thoroagbfy interested audience 
ihe title page bearing the family coat of aims vrith its noble 
motto ** Condons fides et iniegritasj^ a handscmiely painted 
copy of which belonging to Mrs. Rev. G. W. Ferguson, of 
Sing Sing, N. Y., had been brought to the re-union, and was 
liung up in the tent, attracting much attention and admiration. 



At the appointed time the meeting was called to order by 
the president, John H. Brinkorhof^ and the exercises b^jan, 
the officers and speakers occupying the platf onn at one end of 
the tent and the band occupying that at the other end. 

By courteey of the meeting^ Abraham £L Jackson, Esq., of 
Jersey City, took -the platfonn for a few moments, and 
•eoqplained a genealogical chart, prepared by him, showing his 
Rnnkerhoff origin, evoking from the audience a brief bat 
spirited talk about the true spelling of the ftunily name. * 

The regular exercises were then givim as follows: 

brocATiON by the Bev. XThristian Brinkerhofi^ of West 
IWms, N. Y. 

XUSIO BT THE BAUD. 
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OPKNINO JJDDBESS BT THE FBBSIDBinV MB. JOHN H. 

HOFF| OF BIDOEnSIJ>| BEBGKN COu, IT. J. 

My Bbinkkrhoff Brothers and EhsTERS : la the name of 
the Beigen County Brinkerhofls I give you all a hearty 
welcome to this re-union^ and our welcome is extended as.well 
to our neighbors and friends who meet with us. 

Lei me teQ you how this re-union has come to pass. 
About a year ago a Brinkerfaoff Beunion was held at Gettys* 
burgy PennsylTaniay at which I had the honor to be present as 
an invited guest It was a very pleasant and interesting 
gathering, and as these Get^buig Brinkerhoffs are an 
offshoot from our Bergen Cfounty branch, their success natu- 
rally suggested the thought of are-union at the Old Home here. 
Then some one, who had been studying the family history^ sug- 
gested that as 1686 was the year in which Hendrick Jorisen 
Brinkerhoffy our Bergen County ancestor, first setUedhne^ the 
year 1886 — ^just two hundred years later — ^would be an appro- 
priate time to have our Bergen County Be-union. And that 
is how we are here to-day. 

But where are we t Why here, on the Old Homestead 
Grounds of Hendrick Jorisen, our Bergen Cbtmty ancestor, 
who purchased this farm June 17, 1686. Here, where this tent 
stands, we are within three or four hundred feet of where the 
old homestead stood on the river's bank, within ten or fifteen 
feet of where the old bam stood, just south of the lane that led 
from the public road, known as Queen Anne's Bead, to the 
homestead, and about three hundred feet south of the site of 
homestead of Derick, the son of Hendrick Joris, where you 
now see the handsome residence of Mr. Peter Mehrhoff. 

Here is not only the place where my .ancestor Hendrick 
Joris and his son Cornelius lived, but where my maternal 
grandmother and her father, Jacob Brinkerhoff, and her 
grandfather, Jacobus Brinkerhoff, also lived. 

For my claim to represent the Brinkerhoff's is a double one^ 
as I come from Hendrick Joris both through his sons Comdius 
and Jacobus— through Cornelius on my father's side and 
Jacobus on my mother's side. 

The Old Homestead which stood about fifty feet from Uie 
river's edge, and was just grazed by the New Jersey Midland 
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Bailroaflj when that was built about 1870, was shortly after- 
wards destroyed by fire^ cau^t from a passing train. 

My own home, where myself and my ancestors have lived 
for about one hundred and fifty years continuously, at what 
is now.known as BidgeSSeld, but was formerly known as 
English Neig^boriiood, is distant easterly about one mile from 
where we are now standing. My home is now the oldest 
Brinkecfaoff Homestead in the county of Bergen. 

This place where we are holdic^ our re-union, now 
known as Ridgefield Barl^ was foimeiiy known as Old 



8o you aU see where we are, and why we are here. 
Again I bid you aU welcome, and hope you may find it 
good and pleasant to hare come to this re-union. 



Written 



SOKO OF WZLCOIOB. 

for the occasion by a descendant of Hendrick 
' Jor&en Biinkerfaof^ Bergen CSo., N. J. 
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(SUKQ BT THE ASSEMBLY. Am: DUNDEE.) 
1. BrotbMTs and Sislant DiiBfollcall, * 



IM this • fiftd r«imkB te» 
kthomroldaiioMtnl 



4 Who twice flBshandredjeara airo* 

With thatter tboi^t thatpcoplMU know, 
Choae tUm Bosi ftdr and beantaoiw plfte«« 
To mate • Meeca f or hla raoa. 



ib And as vpoa this hallowed groimd, 
Bi kteahlp^ nams ws gmthsr ronndt 
Bs this oivpladga and porposo higli« 
With Hsndrlek^ Tlrinous dssds to Tia. 



a CooM^ sliif the praiss of worthisst slres« 
And of thsir rrawB who kipt tha flies 
Of ho0e.heni Tlrtasa ever height. 
With fiUthfol lore'k celeatlalllsht^ 

a Of Heodriok Georfe well proudly sing; C And may we all a happy band, 

Andtohlsnameoarpralassbri^, Oathsr at last la that fair huid, 

WhosssUB and eoaiaffs, faith and aaal, Whore HendricTk falthfU stepe did tsnd, 

THm worth and wisdom well rsreaL b blest re- e a l on ne^ to end. 

• WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT HXNDRICkJ 
BT GEN. B. BBINKEBHOVr. 

'* Two hundred years ago, on the serenteenih of June, 1685^ 
Hendrick Jorise Brinkerfaoff, the common sncestor of nearly all 
of fhe Few Jersey, Penn^lvania, Oenfcral New York and West- 
em 'Brinkerhofb, became the owner of the lands upon which we 
have now gathered; and now, for the first time, his descendants, 
Uke the prodigal son, have come to themselyes sufficiently to assem- 
Ue together in honor of their great ancestor. I say great ances- 
tor, not because we know very much about him, but because troni 
the glimpses we get of him in the historio vistas of two hundred 
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years ago, and from fhe impress lie left upon his immediate 
descendants, it is veryjeYident he was one of the foremost of the 
•early giants who gave direction to the currents of ciTic and 
religious life in this section of the New World. 

The center of every community of Dutchmen in those early j 
days was the church. like Abraham, and iBaac, and Jacob, 
and Moses, whose names they delighted to bestow upon their 

children, the first thing they thought of in removing to a new i 
place was the establishment of an altar of worship to the Qod of 

their fathers, and so we find our ancestor Hendriclc, within a few | 

months of his arrival here, uniting with others in founding the | 

•church at Hackensaclc which from that day to the present has - - . I 

remained a benediction to the State. . j 

Upon the roll of members who organized that church, the first 
two names are those of our ancestors Hendrick Jorise and his wife 
Glaasie Comelesei 

In those days a signature consisted of the baptismal namo ] 

only, and the name of the father. Hendrick Jorise meant Henry, « 

son of G^rge Brinkerhoff, and Qaasie Comelese meant Clarissa, «. ! 

daughter of Cornelius Boomgaert. i 

From the official records of deeds it would seem that our ances- 
tor, for several years before his actual settlement here, had con- ! 

tempiated a removal from Long Island to New Jersey, for we 
find, as stated in your letter of invitation to this re-union, that j 

in 1677 he purchased a tract of land at Bergen, now a part of 
Jersey CSty, in this State, on which some of his descendants still ' 

reside. In 1669 he joined with a few other Dutchmen from 
Bergen, and purchased the Indian title to the site of what is now 
Passaic CSty, in this State, but soon afterwards he abandoned 
that purchase and secured the Old Hackensack farm, upon which 
we are now assembled, for his permanent home. Possibly he 
may have resided for a time upon the Bergen purchase, but thus 
for I have no certain evidence of it. 

When Hendrick settled upon this place where we now are, he 
must have been at least fifly-five years old. We know that his 
father's fomily consisted of three sons and a daughter, in the 
following order, viz: Derick, Hendrick, Abraham, and Aeltie, and 
we know that Abraham was bom in 1632. The famfly came to 
New Amsterdam in 1638, and all the children were bom in 
Holland. 

It is evident, therefore, that Hendrick was bom prior to 1632, 









« 

«nd probably about 1630, which would make him flfty-flye yean 
'Old when he came to reside upon the Hackensack fann. 

The prime of his lif e, therefore, was speut upon Lou^r Island, 
jmd consequently by searching the records there, Ihavenodoubt, 
we shall hear of him frequently, for he was a man of mark 
wherever he wenl 

A hasty glance through a bo<dc I found in the libraiy of tiie 
Long Island Historical Sodeiy, entitled ''The Barly Settlers of 
Sings County " (page 49), gave me the following items of infor- 
mation: 

" Hendrick Jorise Brinlrartioff married CSaasie Ck>mele8e Boom* 
.gaert» of IDddlewout^ Hushing. Name on Indian deed of Hush* 
jng of 1670, and on assessment roll of 1675. Member of the 
Sempstead Assembly of 1665, fh>m Flushing, and a magistrate 
•of said town in 1662, '63 and '73. Removed from Hushing to the 
Eastern Branch of the Hackensack Kivser, New Jersey, where he 
bought land June 17, 1685. His descendants in New Jersqr some- 
times write their names Blinclcerfaoflr. Issue Susannah, baptized 
January, 1661 ;-married Boelof Van Der linde, of HarJcensack ; 
Oomdius married Aegie Vreelaiid slid resided at Hackensack; 
Derick of Hackensack married Margaret Seba Banta ; and Jaco- 
bus of Hackensack, baptized March 29, 1685, married Ange- 
niette Banta.'' 

It is evident, therefore, that in Long Idand, rather than in New 
Jiersey, we must look for historic traces of our ancestor, for in 
Long Island the more active part, of his life was spent. After 
-coming to this re-union I received authentic evidence that Hen- 
idrick was one of the eariy msgistntes of tibe county of Bergen, 
and this morning I received a copy of his commission, which is 
as follows: ^ 

^The Gk>vemor and Proprietors' of the Province of Bast New 
Jersey: To all persons to whom these presents shall come, 
jpreeting: Whereas,among8totheractBof the General Assembly 
of this Province, it is enacted that in every town in and through- 
-out tliis Province there shall boa court held monthly on the first 
Wednesday of every month, for the determination of all causes 
andcasesof debt or trespass where titles of land are not concerned, 
to the value of fprty shillings, or under, by three persons without 
Ajury. 

** Now, know ye that we have commissioned and appointed 
Hendrick Jouresen (and two others) Justices of the Peace, all of 
Hackensack, in the county of Becgen, gentlemen, the persons and 
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bommissioners during our pleasure to hear and determine all and 
every of the causes and cases above mentioned^ which shall or 
may happen in the said town of Hackensack and the limits, lib- 
erties and precincts thereof; and they, or any two of them, to do, 
act and perform all and eveiy the things, powers and authorities, 
which Iqrthe said acts are prescribed or directed to be done, acted 

and performed and acccording to law and justice. 

e • • m . m m m m 

<< Given under our hand and seal of the said Province the fifth 
day of February, in the fifth year of the reign of our Sovereign 
Lord and Jitdy William and Mary over England, etc. King and 
Queen, Anno Domini, 1693. 

Ann. Hamiuiok, [Seal.] 
** By the Governor's Gommand. 

Thos. Gordon, 

Deputy Sect'y." 



It is very possible there are in this neighborhood, in old chests 
and garrets, old letters and documents written in the Dutch 
language, which, if brought to the light, would give us large 
information, and I hope they will be hunted up and examined. 

Forty years ago, in the old homestead upon this very farm 
where we now are, I know there were two old chests which came 
down from our ancestor, and were filled with documents which 
would have thrown a flood of light upon history. Unfortunately, 
these chests and their precious contents have disappeared, but it 
does not seem possible that any one would have wantonly de- 
stroyed them, and I am still in hopes that some of them will yet 
turn up. . " . . . 

Forty years ago, on the 26th day oi December, 1844, the Rev. 
Cornelius T. Demarest, then the pastor of Hackensadc and En- 
glish neighborhood Churches, wrote a letter to our kinsman, the 
Hon. Jacob Brinkerhoff, of Mansfield, Ohio, and then a member 
of Congress, in which he gives a great deal of information in 
r^^rd to the Brinkerhoff feunily. A copy of this letter is in my 
possession. 

He says: ''Agreeably to your request, and as soon as my 
duties permitted, I went to the old home. Jacob Brinkerhoff, son 
of Albert, who resides there now with his mother and who I 
expect will inherit the old site, permitted me to examine the old 
papers. They are contained in two small chests. One -of them 
contains the papers of Jacob, the tsAtbee of Albert, his tiUe deeds^ 
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iMt wni, ete. The other small cEest, fhe sight of whkh would 
bare delighted the eyes of an antiquarian, for its appearance was 
enough to carry one's thoughts hack to the times of the first set- 
tlement, contained the oldest writings on paper and parchment^ 
I examined them with care. Some of them were almost defaced 
and some devoured by the frequent perusal <tf that severe criticr— 
fhe moth insect.'' 

After several pages of manuscript describing this farm and its 
early historic surroundings, he says ; ''The name of your ances- 
tor was Hendrick Jorise Brinckerh<^. The orthography is with 
tiie '' c " in the earliest documents* As we approach our times 
the ''c" is occasionally omitted and then again resumed and 
finally dropped altogether." 

In a titie deed dated May 1, 1707, sixth of Queen Anne, he is 
called Hendrick Jorise Blinckertioit. The " T' is evidently a vuU 
gar mistake, and not. usual in the present day. 

I find but one signature of the first setUer, and that is Hen- 
drick Jorise. Jorise is a contraction of Joris-soon; that is (Seorge's 
son. So the sons of Hendrick write Hendrickse, after their bap- 
tismal names. 

The oldest titie deed in the collection bears date June 2?, 1685. 
It is from Epke Jacobse, who, I conclude, was a Banta, as I find 
it subsequentiy in that connection. 

Furttier on he sa]p : - Hendrick Jorise, it seems, died without 
a will. His widow is called Classie, t. a., Oarissa, according to 
many, but I rather think it is the feminine of Qaas, or Santa 
Glaus, the tutelary saint of the old Hollanders. Qaas, you Imow, 
is Nicholas, a Greek nomen, abbreviated. 

The eldest son of Hendrick lived at Gommunipaw, and was 
called Oomellus, and in a certain deed, the date of which I can- 
not decipher, he is called the heir-at-law. According to this deed 
the widow and hdr-at-law, for £500, New York silver money, sell' 
to the two brothers. Deride and Jacobus, living at Old Hacken- 
sack, all their claims on the Hackcnsack pr6perty. 

The commonly received idea that Hendrick did not long sur- 
vive his purchase, as stated 1^ Biker in The Annals of New- 
town, is not borne out by the official documents. In the first 
volume of deed records at Hackensack, page 31, there is a deed 
recorded in which, under date of Februaiy 4, 1708, in reign of 
Queen Anna, Hendrick Jorsen Blinckerhoif conveys to his son 
Oomelius the Bergen tract heretofore referred to, and in 171S' 
there is a release of dower upon this tract by his widow Claasie. 
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It is evident, therefore, that Hendrick died between 1706 and 

1712, and must hiKve been aboaft eifl^bly years old. After hto 

death his widow seems to have resided with Oomelius, the oldest 

jion, at Bergen, where it seems probable that Hendrick first 

settled in New Jersey • 

Dominie Demarest^ in. his letter to Judge Brinkerhoff, says: 
Old John Brinkerhoff (I si>oke of him before) related to me years 
ago (say thirly), that the first Brinkerhoff who came from Hol- 
land to New York settled on Long Island. From there he moved to 
Bergen, not liking it on Long Island. The oldest son of your 
ancestor certainly livedat Bergen, and his mother Claasie with 
him. . : , 

Of course this refers to Hendrick. His &ther, Joris Deridc- 
son, remained on Long Island, where he died January 16, 1661. 
His brother Abraham also remained on Long Island, where he 
was the progenitor of the B-r4-nrO-k..erhoff s. 

In continuance of the foregoing statement Dominie Demarest 
says: Old John BrinkerhoflT reBifad to me this incident: When 
your ancestor left Holland his f aUier (more likely his grandfather), 
presented him a ' silver cup of elegant workmanship, and had 
engraved upon it '' Hendrick Joiis.'' This cup fell into the hands 
of (Tomeilius, the eldest son of your ancestor, who lived at Com- 
munix>aw, Bergen; and one of .the name used it as a cider mug. 
Old John had often seen it standing on the stoop. It was finally 
sold at auction with Other properly of • the last owner upon his 
decease, and was bought lyy some one and presented to the old 
English Neighborhood Church as a sacramoital cup. It was 
about eight or ten inches high, of fine form, no handles, elegantly 
flowered, etc. I have often handled it from 1813 to 1824, when I 
removed to New York, where I was minister of the King Street 
church fifteen years. .This cup with other church property fell 
Into the hands of our enemies. I made inquiry about it the other 
day. They had sold it for old sOver (the vandab I) and procured 
two others in its place. 

As already stated, Hendrick married Claasie, daughter of 
Cornelius' Boomgaert, of MiddIewout» Hushing Township, Long 
Island. Theyhad rix children as follows, and all bom on.L(nig 
Island: 

1.— Gteertje, bom February 80/ 1870. 

3. — ^Biargrietje, bom June 13, 1671. Harried Mat^ DeMott, 
of Kingston, . May 6, 170S. Unite!! with Hackensack Church 
October 5, 1701. . . ' ^ 
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' S. — Cornelius, bom in Ifiddlewout, L. L Harried Aegie 
Yreeland Uay 24, 1708. Died September 1, 1770, aged- ninety- 
seven years. He was sometimes called ComeliQS Hendrickson 
Van Blinkerhoif . He united with the Hackrasack CShurch April 
8, 1699. 

4.— Joris, died February 5, 1692. 

5. — ^Dirck, united with the Hackensack Ghnrch April 8, 
1699. Harried first Hargrita Sibese Banta October .31, 170S; 
second Abigail Ackerman October, 1733. 

6. — Jacobus, married Augenilje, daughter of Hendrick Banta,- 
April' 17,1708. He and all' of his famfly were members of thei 
Hackensack and Scfaraalenburg Churches. 

Cornelius, as we- have already seen, settled on the Bergen 
property, and Derick and Jacobus took the homestead. The 
children of these brothers, with a single exception so far as I can 
kam, settled in Bergen County, and their descendants' for the 
most part have always remained in this vidnity. Quite a large 
number are in New York CSIy.or Brooklyn, and a few are in 
other States, but the larger proportion, I judge, are still in New 
Jersey. 

The exception referred to above was that of Joris, the eldest 
son of Jacobus, who with his seven sons removed to the vicinity of 
Gtettysburg, Pennsylvania, in Adams County, in 1770; where a. 
large number of his descendants still reside. Four of these sons 
subsequentiy (from 1793 to 1800) removed to Cayuga County, New 
York. All of these sons (with a single exception) had large fami- 
lies, and from them are descended nearly all of the Brinkerhoffs 
west of New Jersey and the Hudson river. 

The B-r-i-n-c-kerhoffs who are descendants of Abraham, the 
brother of Hendrick, have rarely wandered away from the vklley 
of the Hudson.' These two family streams, although running in 
parallel lines so near together, have rarely commingled, and, until 
recently, have not acted as if there was any kinship between thenu 

Hereafter,! trust, this condition of affairs wfll not continue, 
and that from this bi-centennial re-union we shall recognize each 
other as brethren, and cordially unite in preserving the fkmily 
history and traditions so honorable to us all, and in creating and' 
maintaining that esprit de corps so essential ta the continuance 
<rf the family virtues. ^• 

We are now in the tenth generation of Brinkerhoffs in Amer^ 
kA, and there are now several thousands of the name or blood 
upon American soO, and I am viory sure that th^re is not another 
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funily upon fhe Oontinent ttiat can produce, a-laiser percentage 
of men and women who are better citizens or more Icjdl to God 
and their countiy.' 

' Of the thousands of our name who have come and gone 
through these ten generations, not a single one, so Ear as I have 
been able to ascertain, has ever been convicted of a breach of any 
criminal law, and it is very rarely that I have heard of one as 
either defendant or plaintiff in any civil action^ 

In every department of human activity, dther of body or 
mind, the Brinkerhoff name has honorable position or record, and 
I trust it will be no fault of ours if thisshowing is not maintained 
and enlarged in the generations which shall come after us. 

Where Hendrick was buried we do not know, but probably in 
the cemeteiy adjoining the church of which he was Vme of theflist . 
members and ofBcers. 

The oldest headstone in that cemeteiy, whichhas a legible 
inscription is marked with the initials H. B. and 1713. Whether 
that means Hendrick Brinkerhoff I do not know. If it can be 
authenticated as such, we ought to supplem^it it with a monu- 
ment in enduring granite, and inscribe upon it the old family 
motto : ^' Constana JIdes et integritcu/* which so fittingly em- 
bodies the character of the man. 

The descendants of the Hollanders who founded the New 
Netherlands ought long ago to have maintained the pre-eminence 
of their bithers aniong the founders of the Great Republic in the 
New World. 

It is proper and right that the Pilgrims of Plymouth Bock 
should receive all the credit to which th^ are entitled, but it 
should be remembered that all that was best in the political sys- 
tem they established in New England th^ learned in Holland, 
and that the bigotry and intolerance which mars their history 
came l^m England and was never manifested in the slightest 
among the tolerant Dutchmen upon the Hudson. 

It was the countrymen of William the Silent and John of Bame- 
veld, and not the refugees of English lyranny that furnished the • 
Ideas of liberty and equality which shaped the destinies of the 
New World. - 

All honor then to Holland, the little Giant of the salted seas, 
who single-handed and alone gave refuge and protection to the 
persecuted Protestants of all Europe, and fumishedf to Anaerica 
those seeds of liberty which have grown into the institutions under 
which we live in happiness to-day. 
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• All honor to Hendrick Jorise Brinkerhoff who, as one unonf^ 
fhe first of the sons of Holland who came to America, and who 
aided to establish in the New World an aaylum for the op p ressed 
millions of the old, and who hy his life and example gave to his 
descendants an inheritance of ^' faith and tntegrily," which is 
their richest treasure to-day f 



NOTS L 

To be an administrator of tha laws in the Na w NaUMriaada nnder liia oon* 
trol of oar IHitch aneeatoia waa nol on! j a raaponaibla^ bot a tarioaa boalni— ■ 
TUb ia Tarj claar^ indicated hy the following traulatUm of liia opening 
pimjrer of the Borgomasteia and Scbepens of tbe Botoogh of Near Amster- 
dam, A. D. 1688, aa pabUsbed in tbe bistorioal magaifne for Jnne^ 1887: 

O I Qod of Qods, and Lord of Lords, and beaTenljr and meroiftil Father, 
we tbank Tbee tbat Tboa bast not onlj created ua in Tbine own image, but 
tbaC Tboa leoeiTed na aa Tbj cbildren and guests, wben we were lost. And 
in addition to all tbis, it bas pleased Tbee to place us in the gOTsmment of 
Tbj people in tbis place. 

Of Loid, our Qod, we^ Tbj wretobed oreaturias, acknowledge tbat we are 
not wortbj of tbia honor, and that we baTS neitber strength nor suillciencx 
to discbarge the trust committed to us^ except Tbou Touchsafe to us Thj 



We b assee h Tbee,0 Fountain of aU good gifts, qualif j- us bf Tbj grace, 
tbat we maj, with lldeli^ and rigbteousnesi^ serre in oar respectlTS oflloes. 
To tills end enlighten our darkened understandings, that we may be able, to 
distinguish the right from tbe wrong tb e truth from falsehood; and that we 
nmj giro pure and unoorrupted decisions, baying an eye upon Tbj word aa 
m sure guide, giving to the simple wisdom and knowledge. 

Let Tbj Son be a Ugbt unto our feet and a lamp unto our path, so tbat 
wf maj noTer tarn awaj from tbe path of righteousness. 

Dec^j impress on aU our minds that we are accountable, not to man, but 
nnto Qod, who seetb and beareth all things. Let aD respect of persons be 
tar remoTod firom us, that we maj award justice unto the sick and the poor, 
unto friends and enemies^ to residents and atcangers^ according to the law of 
truth; and that not one of us maj in an j instance swerre therefrom. 

And since gifts do blind the ejes of the wise anddestroj the heart, there- 
fore keep our he&rts In judgment Grant unto os also, tbat we ma j not 
xasblj prejudge anj one without a hearing; but that we patienti j bear tbe 
parties, and give them time and opportunitj for defending tbemselres; In 
«lltbingi looking up to Tbee and to Tbj word for counsel and direction. 

Gradooal J incline our hearts that we maj exercise the power iHiicb Tboa 
bast giTsn ua, to the general good of tbe communitj, to the maintenance of 
tbe churches; tbat we maj be a praise to them that do well, and a terror to 
eril doers. .;: 

Incline also tbe hearts of the subjects unto dne obedieiioe; so that 
tiiKOugh their respect and obedience our burdena maj be made the lighter. 
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Thoa knowesti OhI«ord I thai the widfed imii the imgodlj do geoenllj 
^^ffwtjwwt* and tmiigreai Thine owHiiancie; wherefoie dothe ue with 
•trength* conngeb f ortitiide and pronplitDde; Hiat we nmj, with aU doe 
eainestneas and seal, be ateadfaat onto liie death a^iiiiat aQ aina and mia- 
demeanora. . 

Oh, good and gradouB God, command Thj hkaring i^on aU our leeoin-^ 
tiona, that thej maj be rendered effeetoal and redound to the honor of Th/- 
great and holj name, to the greateat good of the tmsti oomihitted to na, and 
to onr aalTation. . 

. Hear and answer na»|Oh Chadona God, in theae our petftion% and itt aU 
that Thon'aeeat we ne ed, through the flMiita of Jeao^ GhiM» Ihj beloved 
Son, in whose name we thus conchide oar prajer : ^'Oar Father, who art in 
Heaven^ hallowed be Thj name; Th j kipgdom oome, Tbj will be done on 
earth aa it is in heaven; giTS ns this daj our dailj bread, and forgire na oar 
debta as we forgive our debtors; and lead ns not into temptation, but deliTer 
na from aril, for tiiine is IheUngdoooi, and the power, and the glorj foroTor.' 



NonlL 

Li HoUand the name is spelled Brinksriioff, and the *'o" baa nerer been 
known. £1 March, 1888, 1 wrote to David Edntein, the American Conaoi of 
Amsterdam (an Ohio man), and reqaested him, if poesible^ to pnt me into- 
oommunication with some one in Holland of mj name. Bj aid of the- 
OoTemment officials he was able to give me the names of Antonie Frederick. 
Brinkerhoir, and Evert Jan BrinkeriioO^ of the dtf of Zntphen, in the- 
Proyince of Qelderland, and Otto Jan Bilnkerhoir, of the Mf of Amhdm, in 
the same province. By oorrespohdenoe witti them I f oond thej were brothers^ 
and that their fiither, Joris Dircksen BrinkerhofP, resided at Norden, a village* 
near Zntphen. Ftom translations of letters thns recdved I make a few 
extracts. The first letter was from Antonie Frederick, nnder date of Maj 86^. 
1888, in which he says : I was very mnch pleased that I mi^t have the honor 
to be the first to take np the pen in order to get aoqnainted with the foreign 
family of Brinkerboif . I am overjoyed at it, and cannot e iipr s as it on paper, 
and hope that the tie which has been laid may be an affectionate one, and hope- 
in later writings to give yon more infomuitton about the fSsmfly In the- 
Netherlands. I have also read in a book about Transval, wherein also i^pears. 
the name of Brinkerhoff. 

According to information, in the year 1681 Dirk Brinkerhoff married 
Johanna Harmsden, at Vorden, in Gdderland. This is a village in tho 
nei^borhood of Zntphen, and the stock of Brinkerhoff has resided there' 
more than two hundred year% which is also my descent, and we have an 
mide and a few cousins, and we axe six diildren, four brothers, and two* 



80 1 finish this writing, and on the thirtieth of May I will take a gbss of 
wine on our formed acquaintance, as I tiien enter upon my thirty^third year. 

Bespectfully, 

AJROmr FUMDKBMCK BniNKXBHOrP^ 
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In anotharMtar, written in En|^id^ Wider date of Augost 8^ 188^ liesejs: 

The name of Brinkerhoff ie to be f oond in Yorden frcwn October, 1% 161S» 
Thii^ our anoestor, liad two eons;, one of them haa been baptised in, 1618 an 
Jan Azeoib And the other in 1615 aa Jan Dirfc. I hnre been told, bat cannot 
answer for the truth of it* that one of tiieee aona haa Hown before tlie 
Spaniarda* 

Jan Diik Brinkerhoff liad two chfldren, one aon baptised in 167S aa 
Harmanna, and one daoghter baptised in 1678 as Geer^ 

Jan Joris Brinkeriioff^ who married on the twentj-eeTenth daj of March^ 
1714^ Oeer^ HaTorhamp, liad also two children, one.8on bom on the fifteenth 
of March, 1787, and called Geradua WiOem, and one dan^ter. 

Jan WiUem Brinkerhoff waa bom on the ninth of Angost^ 1771, and had 
two soni and three danghterL One of ttieeesoDaCmj^ father) was bom ICaj 
86, 1881. 

Li connection with the above it ia to be said that the nomber of thefsmiljr 
dwelUng in the Netherlands does not amount to fortj; saj forty. 

Tradition says that the reasons for our ancestors starting for the New 
World consists, chieflj, in tiiat thej were Tvy mnch attached to the 
Christisn dogma, and were not partial to the ecderiastical situation here. 

The Brinkerhoffi in the Netherlands are ohieAjr fbrmer% and all are in 
comfortable drcnmstanoes. 

Yon will conceiTe that, becaoae of the small nvmber of tibe fsmiljr here, 
thej are verj much attached to one another. 

Brin-o^erhofb are unknown here, but certaio^they belong to the Brinker- 
hoff family. The female members in the whole generation write their name 
Hendriia, and we have cousins called Hendrick. 

Yours most trufy,. 

A. F. BRonoBneiirF. 

Antony's father writes me that he is the oldest of the BrinkerhofBi in the 
Netherlands. He says : I have another brother and two sisters. I have been 
married forty years, my wife is from Dreuthe, and we have six children* 
The home of my ancestois is Yorden. They all lived there from parent to 
parent, but from time to time they have been aiowlty drifting mgtirL 

You write about Joris Diricsen BrinkerhoflC That name Js still in the 
&mily ; I bear it myself. 

Antony Frederick, In one of his letters, says: My eager dedre Is, .at sny 
time you will intend to cfome to the Netherlands^ to pay a visit to the small 
number of the family which ia dwelling here. 

This invitetion doubtless means any member of tiie American fsmfly. 
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K)SM WKil T KN FOR THE OOCASIOlf B7 MBS. J06SPHIKB 

HOFT, OF FABOO, DAKOTJL 

BEAD BT GXHBBAL BBINKEBHOFF. 

Onoe on a time, an ancient logmd runs, 

A peasant sire had three sturdy sons. 

While jet the bids were younjg^ the father died. 

Leaving: his bl^ssing^. (He had nought beside.) 

But 'ere the spirit had forever fled, 

He called his children to his humble bed 

And thus addressed them, as they gathered near. 

With many a grievous sob and bitter tear: 

<< Of this world's goods, my sons, I've none to leave; 

Hard was my lot, and so before my sire's. 

Toiling from early mom till dosky eve, 

Fve lived content, for few were my desires. 

But» though I'm poor, one blessing I possess; 

I prize it more than worldly wealth or (ame: 

lis more than diaiAonds, goU, or kingly dress. 

Or knightly honors: An unsuUied name. 

I leave it to you, keep it so for aye." 

And saying this the old man passed away. 



Years passed.. Thelads reached man's estate. 
But years had made them neither rich nor great. 
With jading toil, through many an hour of pain. 
Early and late their their scanty bread to gain, 
Tbey struggled on; yet still the honest name 
Their father left them was wilshout a stain. 
But so it happened, in the little town 
Near which they dwelt, a dreadful deed was done. 
So horrid, shocking, and so bold. 
It made tiie bravest peasant's blood run cold. 
But how it came about I cannot teU; 
Suspicion's breath upon the brothers fell. 
And, as the story went, as such things do« 
Suspicion straightway into surety grew, ^ 

Till they were taken, 'prisoned, and then tried 
For murder, and I don't know what 
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The witnesses werecalled, and, nofUnf^ loath. 
Told all the fearful stofy under oath. 
And thoug^h you'd own 'twas somewhat rouM about. 
Their guilt was proven quite bqrond a doubt. 
But through it all the brothers sat serene. 
Shocking the people with their hardened mein. 
At length the judge, with look and tone severe. 
Said he was ready their defense to hear. 

With all the dignity <tf conscious innocence. 
The eldest turned the eager crowd to scan. 
Spake but these words with humble reverence: 
''My Lord, our fother was an honest man. 
living, he trained us well in virtuous ways; 
I>]ring, he left but an untarnished name. 
Reverencing him we feared not poverty. 
Our only dread to feel the flush of shame. 
Our one desire, with each the hi«^hest plan. 
To live and die like him, cut honest man.'' 

So dear, so true his voice rang out, 
Through eveiy heart ran a responsive thrill. 
Even the austere judge began to doubt 
And feel uncertain, much against his will. 
Then all, with doubting air and searching eye. 
Turned to the clownish witness standing there. 
Who, with glib tongue and bold effrontery^ 
To the most damning evidence did swear. 
Then the poor dastard wretch began to quail. 
Writhing beneath a conscience sor^ pressed) 
Till, trembling, stanunering and pale. 
He fell upon his knees and all confessed. 

The moral of this legend old. 
And yet so true, is quickly told: 

Biches fnay fly , and fame tnay- die; 
Titles be lost in greed and lust; 
But reverence cherished for honored kin, 
lAves in the heart a sacred trust. 
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Nearly three centuries ago 
Our ancestor across the sea 
Oaniey seeking for a tranquil home. 
To this new worid of mysteiy. 
This wonderland, where riches lay 
Beady for all who would po oapss . 
Where lurked the wily savage foe. 
Through all the tanked wad^ness. 
Here he could dwell and claim his own, 
Make laws to govern church and state. 
And, unmolested worship (3od, 
As will and conscience might dictate. 
Of riches he'd an humble store. 
Boasted no proud exalted plaoe^ 
No jeweled crest or titled name. 
His only pride, his honest race. 
With patient toil and thrifty ways. 
He gained of weadth a goodly hoard; 
Galled acres broad and rich his own. 
While sons and daughters blest his board. 
Ck>mely and strong they grew apace: 
Loved simple truths and virtuous ways. 
Were only wise in shunning vice. 
Till reverent age had crowned their days. 

.Years passed,' and these were laid to rest; 

But other generations came. 

From year to year th^ multiplied. 

Till hundreds claimed the honored nama 

They turned them to the east» the west/ 

like branches of a goodly tree^ 

Or stream that wider grows the while 

It nears theportals of the sea. ' 

Yet still they cherished pious zeal, 

livfMl Gk>dly lives without a fear. 

Were just with strict integrity. 

And worldly honors came to share. 

The patriot's blood coursed through thdr veins. 

Their sages trod the halls of state. 

They spoke in poetry and song, 

They claimed the honored and the great. 

But through the changing tide of years. 
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They oft rsYiewad with honest pride, 
Iheae simple, eftmest anoeston. 
Their sturdy virtues true and tried. 

Here where their honored ashes, rest, 
TTpon the son their feet hftTd pressed. 
We've gathered, like the dans of old, 
A sacred festival to hold. 
And, lilce the old clansmen here to daim, 
Oii0 blood, one lineage^ and one name. 
To weld the ties of kinsmen true, . 
To own our brotheihood anew. 
To speak with pride of Idndrad gone. 
To cdebrate their worth in song. 
To teach the virtues they have told. 
Our young to emulate the old. 
To prize o'er all that priceless gift. 
The dower: of honesty and thrift. 
Keep ever fredi their precepts wise. 
And sacred hold their memories. 
Our boast^ we are in Ghxl*s.great plan. 
Descendants of an honest man. 

JOSEFHOm Brinkerhoff. 



AULD LANG STKB. 
' (SUNQ BT THB AS8KMBLT.) 



Mdd moqiamllmtmaemhmtatgeikt 
nmwm bioiiciit to mladt 
auld aoqn«lnl>H(r<i bm forgot, 



And harass hand, V7 trmty fH«a\ 
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ADDRESS— THS BBIVKBRHOFF PIONEERS. 
BT XR. T. TAN WYOK BRINKERHOFF. 

3Cr. President, Brethren and Einsmbn : 

For tiie first time in my life I find myself in the presence of a 
.gatherin jT of people who bear my own famfly name; for the first 
thne I stand among the descendants of Gieorge Dericksen 
Brinckerhoif. If any of yon have ever been absent frokn ybur 
native land so long that the desire to. return has become over- 
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powering*, 700 will remember whoi yourfoot first touched again 
your native soil, what an indescribable home fedtng surrounded 
you ; the very air, the people and the land were all objects of 
your love and affection. . 

Some fifteen years ago, I went down to visit some ot Ilia 
homesteads of the family on Long Island. I had secured a native 
Brinckerhoff to aid me, and after making a few calls, we arrived 
at an old homestead on Flushing Bay, a long, low. house, standings 
in the midst of a large yard,and surrounded by tall, massive ^ci^ 
more trees, and oval glasses were set in the doorway above an old- 
fashioned brass knocker. I was brought in, and inresented to an 
old lady of ninety-three years. She wore a white turban upon her 
head, and hw dress was white. She was a Brinckerhoff bom, and 
I was introduced as a cousin firom FIshkilL She arose at <mce, as 
straight as an arrow, and her keen blue eye fiashed upon me like 
the eye of an eagle when suddenly stirred upon her nest. 

'' Come near to me," she said, in a dear, ringing voice, *' I 
want to look at you. You say your name is Brinckerhoff f And 
you are from Fishkill ?" I answered that I was. ''Now I had 
an Uncle George, a brother to my father, who went up to Ilshkill 
when he was hardly grown to be a man. , What do you know 
about him ? Are you apy of his people ?*' '' He was my grand- 
father.'' " Tou are grandson of my Uncle (George, are you ?*' '*I 
had a Cousin Tunis,'' stOl watching me carefully, *' what do you 
know of him ?" " Your Cousin Tunis is my father." Before she 
had time to speak a^in, I asked her if she ever knew UnCle 
Morg, an old, colored family servant, bom on Long Island, and 
older than she herself was. 

''.Why, yes, every one knows Undo Morg," and reaching out 
her hand, she said, " Kiss me now. You are one of my people. I 
had thought and believed thatyou werealldead. Qodbless you for 
coming to see me," and her eyes were wet Mth tears.* My bmth- 
ren, let us come here to-day not only with joy in our Hearts, that 
our feet have again touched our native soQ, but more than this, 
with the full assurance that we am at home, surrounded by the 
benedictions of bmthmn I 

Mr. President, Bmthmn and Kinsmen: I come to^lay to bear 
the greetings of the Flushing branch of the family, and to assure 
you that they most fuUy appreciate the honor that you have 
conferred upon them, by inviting them to become your guests at 

* Xn. Catharine BempMr. 
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tiiis joyful reunion. Most cheerfully do they accord all honor to 
their Idnsmen. the Brinckerhoffii of Beisen County, for originat- 
tng this famflj gatherm^^ and for surroimdinc^ it with so much of 
their munificence. * ^ ~ 

Two hundred years ago, you left our Cither's housci and we 
remained to guard that older home. Across this chasm of two 
full centuries, we dasp your hand of fellowship to;day, and hi 
answer to your hearty welcome, we give hack the sign, the ancient 
motto of our common family, '^ Oonstans fides et irUegritcLS,** 
with its largest interpretation. Lnmutable sincerity and loyalty, 
and let this covenant of our fathers be this day ratified and 
conflirmed between us to endure forever. 

Itis time to halt; already highnoon. Itistime to call theroU— 
to rest awhile; and under the shadows of this old ancestral home, to 
talk to each other and to our children of earlier days and tell 
them of our common history. Hie way has been long, we have 
been too widdy separated. We can realize to-day, as we never 
have before, what a loss we have all sustained by having been 
shut out so long, from so many of our kindred. * 

We come from small home circles, and can scardely realize in 
what manner we are related to each other. Two hundred years 
have widened our family lines, until to some of us they seem 
effaced. We do not, however, bear so undefined a name as 
Smith, where all identity must of necessity be lost, or must cen- 
ter around a limited home circle. Our name is unlike any 
other; and therefore every man, woman and child can know with 
absolute certainty his or her relationship to Joris Dericksen, the 
ancestor of all who bear the Brinkerhoff name in America. 

You may spell your name Brink or Brinck. It is a pure mat- 
ter of taste, an honest preference which we exercise ourselves and 
must freely concede to others. So far as the family is concerned 
it is not worthy of a moment's consideration. Very few of our 
old Knickerbocker names have changed so little. Both forms 
are right, and have been sanctioned by long usage. They are 
important to us because both have been tfaoroughlj I^galized, 
and therefore should not be changed fortrifling causes. ISj own 
fkunily, for a hundred and fifty years, have certainly never used • 
the c, but simple honesty requires me to say that my ancestors 
who Uved prior to that time did use it, and if I mistake not» yours 
of the same period did also. The c in Brinck, therefore, dearly 
tells of its more andent origin. It points to the older dialect'of 
Holland, allied in many ways to the Old English of Chaucer's day. 
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Joris Dericksen without doubt, used tiie c, and so did both of his 
SODS. Thej were all magistrates, and their signatures are still 
in existence. 

It is most fitting too, that we should come here, amid these 
scenes which have been sanctified by . the hallowed associations 
ot generations, and inlaid forever bj the footprints of those we 
hold most deai; here, upon the banks of this beautiful Hacken- 
sackBiver; upon tUs spot where, for almost a century and a 
half, the old stone house stood, whose form and surroundings were 
designed by the first founder of the Brinkerhoff family in New 
Jersey. It is fitting, eminently fitting, that we should gather 
around this spot, upon this beautiful August day, and here 
awaken our love of kindred and of home. 

It seems indeed like an echo of Vbe scenes which surround us 
now, when a year ago the fiirst bugle strain of our family gather* 
Ing came from near the battlefields of (Gettysburg, from that 
hallowed, happy and peaceful homestead of the first Brinkerhoff 
ia Penn^lvania, near the spot which was baptized with the car- 
nage and blood of brethren in that awful struggle for national 
life and being. 

Many of you who are present here to-day were present upon 
that joyful occasion. 

Our honored president was there, touched indeed like the leaf 
when the ^t breath of autumn blows upon it, but fired with 
the intensity of a spirit which never grows old, and many more 
whose names I cannot mention. They are all here to-day. 

It is right, my brethren and Idnsmen, for you who were 
Xvresent there at that family gathering at Gettysburg, and right 
for you, who have come up here for the first . time, to be here at 
this older shrine of the family, this older fountain head, and from 
the same spring from which our father Hendrick drank while liv- 
ing, to slake your thirst as you drink to the memory of our 
honored father and chief I We honor him to-day, not because 
he was' a dvfl magistrate and a representative man in council, 
but more for what he was in himself, our common father: the 
first founder of his name in New Jersey, and one of the founders 
ot the first Christiaii church which was located here, whose name 
Js graven uponv the hearts of his descendants t Our prayer to 
God to-day is, that the mantle of our honored father and chief 
may rest upon us and' upon our children throughout all 



Two hundred years I What a scene spreads out before our 
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yULoa I What ever changing forms of men I How changed 
beautiful river,- which laves tiie sweet banks -of meadows, of 
Adds, ot homes, and the bu^y woiid of trade I Over this winding 
stream and around its waterway the deep jungle grew down to 
the water's edge, from out the liehness of a virgin soil, save 
where the long continued forest fires had swept over this green 
mass of life and formed openings and stretches of clearings upon 
Itsbanlral Thenativelordsof the soil were here I Hacksnsackis 
particularly mentioned as '^a great ^ace for Indians." They 
were then pushing their light canoes upon these waters, or hunt- 
ing for game in the deep forests. I am not prepared to say how 
few white men were then occupying the soil along this stream, 
when Hoidrick Brinkerhoff first secured title to his lands beside 
this liver. There might have been as many, ttttre might have 
heea more than when his father, George Derickson, in 1646, forty 
years previous obtained from Governor Eiett a patent to a form 
in the dty of Brooklyn, or Breuckriand, as it was then called. 
These lands were located not tsr from the piesent Qty Hall. 
Their exact position could still be identified. Tlien Jbris Jansen 
de Bapalje, Abraham Bycken, or De Bydce, George Dericksen, 
and a few others, formed the present dty of Brooklyn. ' When 
Hendrick was a boy. New Amsterdam contained a population ot 
not more than three hundred inhabitants, exdtiding slaves and 
Indians. Your village of Hackemiack is about twelve times as 
large as New Amsterdam was then. Those pioneer Hollanders 
had certainly a marvelous ability in many ways. They inva- 
riably selected tiie very best locations. It seems very apparent 
now, when the dty of New York stretches all across the penin- 
sula for eight miles or .more, and contains a population of 'one 
•million four hundred thousand souIb. It seems very apparent j 

now that that location at least was a very good one; but then, it 
was simply a point of land in the midst of the waters, and noth- 
ing more. And so of the dty of Albany, needy one hundred 
andfiflgr miles in the interior. When the pioneer Hollanders 
came there it was simply a wfldemess, but just -at that point, in 
some mysterious, unerring way, were laid the first stones for a 
dty. 

The Huguenots, too, true to their adopted fatherland and 
iheir people, were invariably proficient in the asme art. They 
settled upon the WalUdll, not because the kill had deep banks, 
but because the Valley was, as it has been ever smce, beautiful to 
live in. The Holland Dutdi, whether here. In New Jersey, or 
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along the banks of the Hudson, f<dIowed uptiie streams nntiltlia 
Tslleys widened, and formed good pasture land, the best h<«iea 
for themselves and their childrai. This old homestead is not an 
exception. Our father Hendrick planted his doorsteps upcm tiiia 
Teiy spot, simply because it was, in his judgment^ just the plaoe 
he had been looking for, and his judgment stands, approved down 
to the present day* 

My friends, we are a ftunily with a large admixture of 
Huguenot blood in our vehis. We are not cold, distant and 
repellent in our natures. Some individuals, nay, whole ftimiHes^ 
are made up largely of what you might call uniform indifference. 
I never yet have seen such an ideal Brinkerhoff, never. Tliera is 
nothing like indifference in his nature. He can't be indi^went,. 
and this comes from the warm Huguenot element of his blood* 
Tou will find him magnetic and generous, oftentimes impulsive, 
sometimes absolutdy vnrong in his actions and convictions, but 
you will find him always there, true to the vnrong and steadttet 
in the wrong. This comes from our Saxon Low Dutch element^ 
and belongs to our blood and to our natures, to our blue eyes, to 
our light hair, to our fair and ruddy complexions. You will find 
all through the family men and women with dark hair and saUo w 
complexions, and with more or less prominent Boman features. 
Both of these are true family types. Oftentimes men of laige 
size combining great physical strength with steady, determined 
wills. 

I sometimes think that our honored grandmother Susanna 
Dubbels has given a coloring to the family. I have alwaya 
regarded her, and delight to think of her, as a type of that beau- 
tiful womanhood which has been constantly developed all througli 
the generations. When our grandmother lost her darling first* 
bom son, slain by the Indians on Staten Island, the young Derick 
— ^the idol of her heart— named after his people in the Fatherland,, 
nothing could induce her to go there afterwards. It was enough 
that the sweet life of her ionocent child had there been taken* 
She had a grand, queenly, womanly heart, and all through tha 
famfly she has been repeating herself over and over again by 
giving to our women a laige diare of this same element combined 
not infrequently with much grace and personal beauty* 

We have produced, moreover, as a fkmily, men who have 
occupied prominent positions of public trust. We have had scores 
of lawyers and physicians, more by tdnc than of ministers and • 
divines. We have produced judges of the inferior and superior 
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eomtBy professors of colleges and members of Congress. Tbese 
men have honored their . name, and been ornaments to their 
families. Pteminenoe of position is, at best, but a veiy uncertain 
standard of judgment^ and well-meaning peoiAe are often misled 
thereby. Ton err greatly in judgment by taUng it for granted 
that there must needs be a large number of doctors, lawyers and 
judges to give caste and position to a family.. There have been 
men all through the fkmi^ who have never occupied a public 
* position, not even the place of a country esquire, who have been 
nevertheless peers and equals of the best men the family has 
produced. '* Worth makes the man.'' General Orant was 
General Grant, the unknown quiet man around the tannery, and 
had the same latent power within him then, as when he led great 
armies to victory, or as when he was laid in his grave, and his 
funeral dirge swept round the world I 

' There must be more than a thousand persons who bear the 
Bfinkerhoff name in America. Tou will find a goodly number of 
Brinkerhofb liere in New Jersey, a few on Long Island, some 
along the bankanf the Hudson and in .New Tork City^ some in 
Central New Tork, Pennsylvania and Ohio, and many more who 
are bcdlding homes for themselves to-day that are bathed with 
the glories of the setting sun. 

It is perfectly safe to say that ten thousand people walk the 
earth to-day, not bearing the Brinkerhoff name, but who are 
nevertheless the descendants of Joris Dericksot Brinckerhoff. It 
is a lai^ family, and widely scattered. Many of you may have 
supposed that, because you knew so few of the name, the name 
itself was fast passing from the earth. Not so, my brethren. 
When the bugle strain calls the family together two hundred 
and liftgr years from to-day, none of us will be there; but one 
hundred men will stand in every man's place who has come up 
hereto-day! One hundred men will' answer that roll call for each 
one of us, where ver that gathering shall be held ? 

We lack now but three years of being two hundred and fifty 
years since the honored father and founder of oar name landed at 
New Amsterdam in 1638. He came here to live, and brought with 
him his wife and family consisting of four childrai. He came here 
before the tide of immigration had set ia, and belongs to an 
earlier period of history. There are a great many things of 
which we know absolutely nothing. We know nothing of the 
life of Joris Dericksen in the Fatherland, but I have in my 
possession an antique writing desk which belonged to him. It 
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stands in mj pariior and is in perfect preservation. It is inlaid 
* wiCh satin wood and ebony, and is Teiy ornamental in appearance. 
The interior is also - beautifully inlaid, 'and contains a great 
number of secret drawers of singular construction. It holds Uie 
wills of six generations, and the desk is mentioned in all of them^ 
and also the deeds of Abraham Jons to lands purchased in 
Flatbush. It is mentioned in the will of Tunis, who was sevens 
teen years old, when Abraham Joris died, and was often said by 
him to have been brought from Holland when the family came 
to America. 

Joris Dericksen* means Joris, son of Derick. This form of es- 
pression when- understood, enables us to comprehend better thoee 
early times. It was not confined to the sons. * The daughters 
were known in the same manner, ^liaigaretta Abrahams might 
be supposed to mean a Jewess of the first order. But not so then. 
It meant that she was the daughter of Abraham Brinckerhoff. 
Be always signed his name Abraham Jorisse. 

Beyond the fact that his father's name was Dirck, we VroW 
but littie of his family. The great ocean, in almost all of our old 
families, forms an impassable line beyond which we cannot pass. 
The communications between families in most cases entirely 
ceased after they came to America. There is no correspondence 
to throw light and aid us in our investigations. It is certain, 
however, that the family had been long residents of Holland 
prior to L638. More than three hundred years before that time, 
longer than America has been now settied, there was an Andrew 
Brinckerhoff, who was a Senator and a Syndic in 1307, and Syn- . 
die is a high government ofiBdal or chief magistrate. He was * 
undoubtedly of the same family. There are Brinkerhoffis in 
Holland to-day, and through Qen. Brinkerhoff we have had our 
first communications with them. They have the same fami^ 
names we have, particularly George and Derick. In bust, the 
man who considers himself the oldest of all who bear the name 
in HoUand, signs himself G^rge Dericksen Brinkerhoff. They 
have been living in the same place ever since America was dis- 
covered, and are apparently in Very comfortable drcumstancesL 
They know all about us, and realize that they are but few in 
number compared with the American family. If we had some of 
their photographs, we should probably see strong outlinings of 
the family here. For the past fifteen years I have bcfen corres- 
ponding with a gentieman in Holland whio belongs po my mother's 
family. Van Wyck, and nothing has impressed me more than the 
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photographs which ha«e been sent and their ahonost exzct likeness 
to the Van Wjck taaulj here. The features of famflies are 
perpetuated for generations. 

We know but little of the life of Joris Dericksen while in New 
Amsterdam* It is certain, however^ tllat during this period his 
plans and purposes were entirely changed. In the room of pur- 
diasing lands in Staten Island, he obtained from Gov. Eieft, a 
patent to lands in the present citj of Brooklyn. At the time he 
selected them, ten years later than this, there was not a Dutch 
church nor any other church, on all Long Island. 

It must be borne in mind that when he came to America,^ he 
was but a young man, not quite thirty years of age, and that this 
period of his life had been mostly spent in Holland. It takes 
time for trees to grow, and more time to develop men, especially 
when thrown into entirely new situations. There is however, 
enoiigh of his history remaining to show that he became a man 
ct marie and prominence. 

On March 86, 1646, he obtained his iBrst lands from Oov. 
Kieft, and as his was the first land ever owned by the famQy in 
America, it will afford no doubt, much satisfaction to many of 
Ills descendants to have a full recital of his conveyance given. It 
Is as follows: ' . 

'' To Joris Dericksen, March 23, 1646, a certain piece of land, 
woodland, as well as maize land, lying at Iforachkawick, bound* 
ed on the northwest by the land, of Peter OomeUisson, and ex- 
tends neict to the said Peter Comellisson till into the woods west, 
southwest, and southwest by west, 187 rods ; into and through 
the woods, east, southeast,, and southeast hy east, between 
both, 157 rods ; . further* toward the valley (marsh), into and 
through the woods and maize land, northeast, 66 rods, till to the 
maize land ; and further 80 rods northeast by north, till to the 
valley (marsh), to the place of beginning.'* 

These lands were located along the King's highway, between 
Fulton Street and Avenue, Raymond Street, and a line drawn a 
little south, and parallel to Tillary Street They were in full 
view of New Amsterdam, and were chosen no doubt, for what 
seemed their greater security. These lands passed from the 
fiimily and were sold by the heirs of Susanna Dubbels, on Feb. 
SB, 1687, to Hendricus Sleght. Eighteen years later, the heirs of 
Hendricus Sleght conveyed the same property to Garell Debevois. 
It is described as bounded east by a certain creek, northerly by 
the lands of Adrian Hoogland, westerly by the country road 
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leading* to the ferrji as it is nour in fenos and formerly in tiie 

tenure and ownership of Hendrick Sleght. The Indian name of 

his new home, as stated in his conveyance was Marachkawick, 
meaning the sandy {dace. Hie Dntch afterwards called it 

Breuckland, broken land,^ but thought 1^ some to mean the 
marsh land' or brook land. Tliera is some reason to think ttiat 
he might have selected his lands and occupied them in the fall of 

1644. Such occupan<7 was often made before conveyance was 
given. His house, as we have good reason to suppose, was situ- 
ated on the east side of Fulton Street, half way between the (Stj 
Hall and the ferry. 

• There is little to record of the next e^ht years. Attheendof 
that time we find him an acting magistrate, which office he held 
until his death. No doubt he had been actively engaged in build« 
ing his house, in cultivating and fencing his lands, and in other* 
wise improving his property. He was probably one of the first 
men elected to the office of magistrate, as seven years later there 
were only twenly-one families in what was then Gowanus, Wal* 
labocht, and Breuckland. 

In December, 1654, a small diurch edifice was erected at Mid- 
wout, Flatbush. This was the first church built on Long Island, 
and the Rev. Theodoras Johannes Polhemus was installed as its 
first pastor. Before this time there had been no services held in 
Breuckland, but afterwards Bev. Mr. Polhemus preached there 
and at Amersford on alternate Sabbath afternoons. The record 
says : *' The Bev. Theodoras Johannes Polhemus preached vol* 
nntarily in the open streets, under the blue sky, when to avoid 
offense the house of Joris Dericfcsen was temporarily offered him 
here in Breuckland.'' In the assessment made to provide for his 
salary, there was biit one person who contributed niore than 
Joris Derfckseh. There was this privilege granted, ** that one- 
half the assessment could be paid in wampum, or country prod- 
uce, such as corn, wheat, main, etc/' When the Breuckland . 
church was organized, Joris Dericksen was chosen its first dder, 
and continued its only elder untO the time of bis death. 

; There was one gift which our honored father possessed that 
none of his descendants have ever been awaret of. Tou have all 
probably noticed, that wherevw you meet Brinkerhoflls, you find 
men who can whistie a tune or sing a song without any apparent 
effort. It has always seemed to me that this is one of the acquired 
abilities of the family. It affords me great pleasure, however, to 
assure you that this is one of your natural and inherited gifts. 
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Our honored fafher, Joris Dericksen Brinckerhoff, was eminently 
a musical man — a man of son^. I must quote agadn from the rec- 
ord : '^ Joris Derickson, havinj^t prior to his death, acted as chor- 
ister, and .since then Dominie Selyns hayings performed the same 
service.'^ Now, it required no ordinary man to lead in those days, 
when the people sanir with heart and soul tiie rich old psalmody 
of the fatherland. As the song hore them along, they were no 
more strangers in a strange land, but at home again, joining in 
the worship of the great congregations <tf Rotterdam and the 
Hague. He was accustomed to read also a chapter from tfad 
Scriptures in the' opening of the church services. On'communion 
Sabbaths he also read selections from the Scriptures suitable to 
the occasion. He was also a zicken-trooster (comforter to the 
sick); he instructed the children in the. Catechism, and ofl&ciated 
at rdigious meetings, when the muuster was away. 

It seems quite apparent that beside the gifts already stated, he 
had other high capacities. There are many letters, which were 
written concerning the controversies of that period, which show 
great directness and ability. They had reference to the interests 
of the church, and it is not at aU improbable that the rulingelder 
and the magistrate wrote them. It seems almost certain that 
his hand guided that controversy. 

We are now beginning to discern in how many ways a>ur 
honored father was useful among tiie people of that day. In 
tact, the more we examine into his life and character, the more 
prominent he becomes. 

He was a man of much distinction in civil life, for magistrates 
then were chosen only from the best men of the community. He 
had also much generosity, zeal and activity in Christian work, 
«nd was fearless and outspoken in what he considered to be right. 

What a legacy has been left to os, his descendants I What a 
mantle of honor has fallen and still rests upon his family I How 
lightly do we appreciate our best gifts I A God fearing, a Qod 
trusting ancestiy I What earthly heritage can compare with it 
for a moment I 

Two hundred and twenty-five years have passed since he was 
laid in his grave in the very prime of his manhood ; but his life 
to-day seems like a spring upon the mountain side, flowing from 
oool and hidden sources to cast a robe of deepest v«:tlure upon the 
TaUeyl '' 

The last year of Joris Dericksen BrinckerhoflCs life was largely 
occupied in the business of the church* He, and a few others had 
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sent ftu applicatioii to tbe daads of Amsterdam for a minister, 
aiid Dominie H^uricus Selyns wa&.8ent out for that purpose Oa 
his arrival, says tlie record, ''preparation was made to build for 
his use, a small dweUingr house, and also a small church, which 
inatter was placed in thechaiyre of the elder Joris Dericksen, and. 
with him was associated Albert CSomellisson.'' He was engaged 
in making collections: for the church, and. otherwise constantly 
employed in its seryice. On August 80, 1660, Joris Dericksen and 
George Bapalje, Magistrates of the village of Brooklyn, appeared 
before the Governor and Council of New Amsterdam, and repre* 
sented, ** that in conformity with the order of the Director Gtoer* 
alf they had convened the inhabitants together and had 
conversed with them, and had inquired how much they would bo 
able to contribute towards the salary of Bev. Mr. Selyns/' In 
September of .the same year, Bev. Mr. Sdyns took charge of fho 
church. In writing to the Cllassis of Amsterdam, one month 
after he was installed pastor, he says : . 

. '' The call . in Breuckelen occurred with the Honorable (}ener» 
al's open commission. Whereupon I was suitably received by the 
Magistrate and Consistory. We do not preach in any church,, 
but in a bam, smd shall, GKmI willing, erect a church in the winter. 
The congregation is passable... I found at Breuckland one elder 
and two deacons, twenty-four members, thirty-one householders, 
and OAO hundred and thirty-four persons. . The Consistory will 
remain provisionally as it is.'' By the Magistrate he probably 
refers to Joris Dericksen. 

The last work in which our . honored father was engaged was 
centered upon the new church. All of its interests were dear to 
\iis heart, but these desires were never to be realized. His eyes 
were not to see the first stone laid of the new edifice. 

On a midwinter's day,. January 16,1661, cold, dreary. and 
forbidding as we can well suppose it must have been, the little 
flock over whom he had. been ruling elder^ and the new pastor,, 
then in the full flush of his young manhood, were assembled on 
the sloping hillside. . It was the same house where they had 
often met before; where the services of the church had often 
been held. But now they were there to pay the last tribute of 
respect to the man who had been f^thful while living, and true 
to every trust that had been committed to his care. ; It was, no 
doubt, a solemn gathering, for the best spirits ot that infant 
church were there.: With scarcely a doubt William Qeritson ' 
.Yan Schoonhoven was there, and so were Peter Montfoort and 
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William Fridenbent, and Ibrtin Van Gampyn, and Derick 
Janaen, and Tunis Oysbert Bogait, and Albert Oomelisson, and 
lytie Martense. 

" Slowly fbey bore their dead friend and elder from the home 
which his own hands had buUt, and thej laid him in the new 
^nrial n^^mid, among the few new made graves— committing hi& 
dust to- the keeping of Him in whom he believed, who had said/ 
<< I am the resmrection and the life/' They laid him there before- 
the spire of any chmtdi had cast a shadow over his grave. 

Pastor and people of that little fold whom he left behind on 
that winter's day, have long, long years ago finished their woric 
and joined him in the spirit land. Ten thousand times, ten thou- 
sand more, from those same scenes, have followed on auid swelled* 
the grand dead mai^^h to the grave; for that hillside home where 
our honored father lived and died became, years ago, the CSty of 
Cihurches, the third largest in population in all America. 
. Abraham Joris Brinkertioff, son of Joris Dericksen, and 
brother of Hendrick, was but a small boy of six years of age 
when his father landed at New Amsterdam. He was named 
Abraham, in all probability, after his mother's family. When 
these two brothers grew up to manhood, and had reached middle 
life, the first family separation began, which has continued like 
two streams from a conmion fountain head running near each 
other in separate valleys, and scarcely ever afterwards touching^ 
each other. . The youth and early manhood of Abraham Joris 
was spent upon his father's farm in Brooklyn. There was 
much work to be done in those days before anything could be 
realized from the soil, yet nature was prodigal of her gifts, as 
if anxious to compensate for their many privations. Wild 
game abounded ev e rywh ere, and the rivers were filled not only 
with the choicest fish, but with lobsters and oysters in over- 
flowing measures. It was most natural that the young men 
of the famify under these circumstances, should grow up after 
the manner of young Nimrod, combining personal prowess 
and valor, for they lived at a time when the war-whoop might at 
any time be sounded, and their constant use of fire-arms enabled 
them to aim with, deadly precision, and to be ready for any- 
emergency. After Abraham Joris had grown to manhood, he 
selected a farm and located himself in Flatiands. Shortly af^r* 
wards he obtained a patent to lands in Flatbush.- Whether 
during this period of his bachelor life he kept bachelor's" hall or 
not, is not certainly known, but. it is certain that when he had- 




.1 



»■ — 



154 

roonded his twentj-eiglith year, he married Aeltie, the dau^^hter 

of Jan Stryker, of Flatbush. This was bat a few months before 

the death of his f^thet. ^e know but litUe of this lady. She 

came from an old Lon^^ Island family, which has been distin- 

l^iish^ for its worth and stability. She was bom in the 

Netherlands, at a place called Ruinen in the province of Dreuthe^ 

and came to America with her father in 1654. Her father was a 

member of the Hempstead convention of 1665. She had three 

brothers and three sisters. Abraham Joris Uved upon his farm 

in Flatlands.for many years, and then changed his location and 

bought a large farm upon Flushing Bay. This purchase was 

made about the same time that Hendrick obtained these lands ' { 

along the Hackensack. This fiirm on Flushing Bay continued in I 

the family, until a comparatively recent period. He occupied ! 

this farm until the time of his death in 1714. . He was then 

sevenly-six years old. It was a beautiful location, overiooking ^ 

the Bay, and the site of the old homestead is still well defined. j 

The lands were fertile and productive^ and by reason of thrift and 

good management, Abraham. Joris, beside raising his family of ' ' j 

nine children, acquired quite a competency of goods, chattels, and 

estates, which he afterwards divided among his children. In the 

year 1675 and 1676, there was but one person who paid a higher 

tax in the town ol Amesfort. or Flatbush than Abraham Joris. 

He had fourteen cows and other things in proportion, and his 

properly was constantiy increasing. like his father, he was for 

years a civil magistrate in his town, and an elder in the church 

of Flatbush. 

He was one of the persons to whom the charter of Newtown 
was. granted by Gov. Dongan in 1686. In those days, the veiy 
best -men the community afforded were magistrates, and this fact 
can be accepted as evidence of prominence and distinction. He 
had four sons and live daughters, who grew up to grace this old 
homestead with their songs ol! Itfe and joy. . Years afterwards 
when grown to manhood and womanhood, they brought their 
children and their children's children to enjoy the hospitalities of 
this ancestral roof. This spot, more than all others, was the one 
towards which their affection never grew dim. : 

Abraham Joris Uved to a good old age. His entire life, except * ; 

a few years of his childhood, was spent on Long Island. His. 
daughters married into old Long Idand families. Ida^ married 
John Montfort, Susanna, Martin Schenck, Sarah^ Jacob Bapalje 
and. Nicholas Berrian^ Margaret, Theodorus Yan. Wyck,.aiuil 
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Lammetie, Johannes Gornell. His children were all settled 
around him, and he seemed like a patriarch, as he really was, in 
the midst of his descendants. • And not untQ his grandsons had 
grown to manhood was any link broken hy farther separation. 

Abraham Joris was buried upon the Flushing Bay farm. There 
is an old buiying ground upon this farm still belonging to the 
.fainfly, which has always been reserved in the sales of the 
properly, and stUI belongs to the famOy.' It lies adjoining the 
public highway where two roads cross each other. It contains 
three quarters of an acre and is in a very dilapidated, uncared for 
condition. In this' old burial ground the Flushing Brinckerhoflb 
were laid. In the same ground the older members of the Bapalje 
family were buried, the Bapalje's having succeeded to one half 
ot the original Flushing Bay farm. The Flushing Brinkerhoflb 
and the Bapalje family owe too much to the dead who are buried 
there to suifer it to remain in its present condition. 

Thirty years before the day when Abraham Joris landed with 
his father at New Amsterdam, nay, twenty years before, the sun 
which shone in such beauty this morning, when he arose then, 
bathed mountains, rivers and headlands— bathed a great conti* 
nent with his light ; but scarce an echo of civilization came up to 
greet him at his coming. The foot of the white manhad scarcely 
touched the soQ» .True, indeed, almost a century and a half be- 
fore that day, in the darkness of an October night, light gleamed — 
the light which lifted to view this western worid. GKmI's purposes 
and plans were then culminating, but the time had arrived when 
He gave to Columbus, the man whom He had chosen to see in 
the shreds of the drifting sea weeds, glintings of invisible things, 
the pathway to the grandest empire the world had ever seen. 
80 (}od gave to our honored father George Dericksen — a man un- 
known to fame and scarcely known to his descendants— to discern 
where to plant his family and his name tliat it might endure 
thrpughbut many generations. 

Every man, woman and child of Joris Deridcsen Brinckerhofffs 
descendants can be. proud of their fatherland ; they can be proud 
that they are allied to a race of men who dared to wrest their 
land from the sea, who successfully dared to lay their hands upon 
those wild storm-swept dominions! Tou are allied to a race of 
men who have furnished martyrs enough for the world! To a race 
of men who first planted civil and religious liberty in Europe, 
and gave to our land the germs of that religious freedom which 
we now enjoy! • • . 
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Mr, Bresident» brethren and kingmany I-cammend to you in 
ecmdusion the words of Daniel Webster, tiie grandest and great> 
eat of oor statesmen. He sleeps to-day beside his beautafol 
Harshfleld by the sea, the roar ct whose waves once delij^ted his 
soul, ''We are tme to ourselves on^ when we act with becomings 
pride (or the memoiy of those whose blood we inherit, and which 
we are to transmit to those who shall fill our places." 



&IVO— *«llon • Y«r," wtth «Boot% •'Gonhi' thn^ the lysi* 
Bf Mapaub Clmmjl IL Bunoaaorr, New Totk GItj; 



BT BKV JOmr W. LOTS, GBEENSBUBQ, FA* 

I.would say here to-d^, I am almost sorry that I haven't.tha 
name of Brinkerhoff, because, while I have, aname of which I feel 
proud, yet I think to-day we are all Tory proud of the Brinker^ 
hoffname. The. professor of the Union Theological Senunary it 
was, that thought the human family is divided into three great 
classes, namely, saints, sinners and the Beecher famfly; but I 
don't know that he knew anything of the Brinkerhoff family. 
However that may be, I have never heard any bad about the 
family. About the worst thqr say is that some of them had Tery 
big feel Of course it was all the male members of the family. 
There is a story told about some of our friends, that in the north 
of Pennsylvania, up by a lake — ^I won't vouch for it, the Gkneral 
knows — ^the young folks wanted to hold a picnic one day, I think 
on the west side of the lake. They didn't have a boat, and didn't 
know of any, and so one of them proposed they should get grand* 
father's shoe. So they (lid. They jg;ot into it, and over .the lake 
they went to the other side, and had a fine time. The Gteneral 
belongs to that branch of the famfly. Well, as I said, they are 
worthy if they had big feet. They had also big hearts, filled with 
goodness and CSiristian virtues. Let us cherish tiie name of 
BrinkerhofT. 

On the conclusion of Mr. Love's speech, Gteneral Brinkerhoff 
promptly remarked that he always knew that the Brinkerhoflb 
had I large understandings, but he never before knew that these 
were so large. . 

General Brinkerhoff then said: We have a large correspond-i 
ence gathered here, and a great desl of it is very interesting.; 
We could take up an hour at least— I guess two hours— in readr 
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ing the replies and regrets of members at a distance. A great 
deal of it I know .is interesting, and therefore, I move that 
the correspondence be submitted to the officers of the association 
who have convened the meeting, with full authority to do with it 
what they deem suitable. . 

The motion was put and unanimously carried* . 

BRIEF ADDRBSS. 
BT BET. JAOOB K. YOOBSXa, FOBT SWBN, K. Y. 

He spoke substantially as follows: 

He said he had heard a story of two men, one of whom 
asked the other if he had heard the latest addition to the language. 
^'No," was the answer, *' but I'll ask my • wifa— she always has 
the last word." 

Once- while driving near the Hudson River, his 'earriiB.ge was 
stopped by a man, who asked if he would address an Easter Sun- 
day evening gathering. '^Oertainly,'' was the answer, " shall I 
prepare a discourse, or speak extemporaneously.'' The man 
aeemed bewildered and then said: '^ I — I guess you'd better give 
us a little of both." 

* As he was to have the last word, he would take it on himself 
to see the audience had a little of both kinds to-day. 

He then spoke in the Jersey Dutch dialect, saying that he was 
pleased to think so many who bore the name of Brinkerhoff had 
met together, and behaved themselves so welL 

He thought that this statement, coming from his lips, would 
have greater weight than otherwise, for there were some who 
might be told a thing a dozen times without heedin^^, but when 
they heard it preached they knew it. was so. And yet, they might 
say, as was done 1^ a man who heard a trial sermon preached, 
^' It is good — ^for nothing." 

He spoke of how the times have changed since he and many 
who heard him were young. Then they wore homespun dresses, 
hut now silk dresses, long skirts, and big bustles are worn. 

His Dutch oratory was very much en joyed. 
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Ibd iiliMiii) f and palaoM tboo^ m tnAf roun, 
B» it ATO ao hnmUe^ than'a bo pbM Bto boms ; 
. A ohann from Um dciM Moma to hallow OS tftora, 
Whkdi. aa^ thn/ tbo wori^ ii tti^or mat with olaowlMn. 



(A, thara^ no place Uks hoUMi 

Asodla from hrano^ aptondardsBloa In vain; 

<A, fiTO ma my kti^ QiataA'd eottaga agalo ; 
"XlMliiidBahigingB^lr, that earn* at mjcaO; 
' fflra ma tham, and that poM* of Blind, dearw tl 

Homa^ hema^ Bwoat, awoat bonta^ 

ThMv^a no plaoa Uka homa^ 

(^ tbac^ so plaoa like booMh . . 



' With an joiniDg in- tba Lorfs Prayer, led by the Bot. J. 
W. LoTe, fc^wed hj the benediction pronounced hy that 



Upon the oondnsion of'theererctses, at the invitation of 
' the ever thoughtful Ladie^ Committee, all who wished enjoyed 
a parting plate of ice cream, and then after the young folks 
had, for a brief ^>ell, made the tent merry with the delists of 
the dance, just as the shades of evening b^;an to gather, the 
re-union came to its end. 

.The number present on the occasion from first to last was 
between five and six hundred, as nearly as can be estimated. 

It may be well to say that every person whose name is con- 
nected with the abscises was a Brinkerhoff by blood or 
inaniage. 

VAFKBS AND CORBISPOHDEIICE. 

Vtova the papers and correspmdence referred to them, the 
Committee of the Be-union have selected the following for 
publication: ' 



^'^^i^^^^'^ ^^^^ ^'^^^' y ^^^^^^'^'^t^^i^ 



ADAMS COUHTT, PA., AlTD OHIO BRINKXBHOnS. 



BVom title couch of affliction to the scenes, ](^ and pleasures 
of a joyful re-onion. Ahsent, yet present, 

I am one of the clan — hear ye me, for my greeting comes from 
toward the' setting buq — from the plains <tf Sandusky from 
whence moved Ohio's last tribe of Aborigines, to the distant west 
^txorn where, by that tribe (the Wyandota) Col. Crawford was 
cnmated at the stake — ^from near where OoL Crog^n added 
Inster to our flag,.and not distant from the lovely waters where 
Commodore Ferry added his name to the uinals of fame, 
and near where Ft. Meigs, then in the wilderness, defied the 
powers of British and Indians combined — fmn such surround- 
Inga to assembled friends, from whence my others came, on the 
banlu of the historic Hudson and Hackensack — where Bevolu- 
tionary victories added brightness to the gjoiy of the sun and 
joy to the hearts of our patient, ancestral heroes, aud where 
Arnold's treason turned day to night — where Washington 
waited and watched, and prayed for victory and the birth of a 
nation, and where now sleeps the hero who saved its life— where 
the flags of the world meet the ^e and the waters of oceui 
come with the tide— from such to such surroundings go and come 
this greeting. 

A few years prior to the American Bevolution there lived in 
Bergen Coun^, New Jersey, one Joris Brinkerhoff, of the fourth 
generation fnnn Joris Dircksen Brinkerhoff, who was the ances- 
tral head of all the Brinkerhoffs, either k's or ck's in America, 'so 
for as known. 

Whether Joris scented war and its dangers fr-om afor; or con- 
sidered that Bergen County had in it all the BrinkerhoOis it could 
feed; or because he thought there was a better country for 
the tkusbaodmeu, we will not stop here to consider^ nor will, nor 
can we ascribe to him any but the best motives in leaving his 
New Jersey home; for we have it from witnesses recently living, 
that **01d Joris Ome " (Uncle George), "was a grand old man." 
Anticipating the advice of the wise, yet foolish Greeley, Joris, wfth 
others of other names, gathered about them th^ ■ properly, 
money and descendants, and left for new homes in the west.. 

Crossing New Jersey and the Delaware Biver they continnef ' 
onward through PennsylvanEa, crossing the Susquehanna, and 
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attn WBstnrd up ttwBig Ooaaw^gofuutil Ouy eune to the red 

Iftnds near the foot-hilla of the Blue AUe^uniflB, where th^ 

pitched their tanta and selected new homes, now near the historic ' ; 

field of Gettysttorg, Adams Oounty, then YoA Coun^, Ptk., in 

the year 1770. He was a slave owner, and bron^t w^ him 

from his old to bis new home sereral hnman beings held by him ' 

aa propertgr, to whom at his death, he gave the boon of freedom. 

Joris was the bther of rix sons,* all bom in Kew Jersey, viz: . 

•James, Gilbert^ Qeoige, Boloff^ John, and. Jacob. These six 
sms mnltiidied nntQ forty-nine grandchildren could be claimed ' ^ 

by Joris. Sa-eUldTen and graoddfldren numbered flfty-five. 
Joris died In Adams Ooimty, Fa., in ISiO ^t the age of nlnety- 
iwe, and yet, wondarfol is tlie foot, tfiat he teft'behlnd him, aUve, 
«U those diUdrai and grandchildreB I Wliere can the like be ^ 
found now^ 

- Joris and sons seems to have been the only Brinkerhofib who ' 
«Ter came to Adams County to reridefrom outside Its limits.f . > 

- Time works' thanges. From and after 1770 the Ihitch, and 
-with them some of our anoestors, b^an to woric their way up the 
Hudson, and also up the rich vall^ at the Hohawk. The lakes 
of Western New York — rich in fl^i— with their fertile slopes on 
every side, were scented from the head waters of the Mohawk, 
Uid the descendants of Joris began to sleep with <nie eye opm. 
The Dutch of Kew Tork, New Jers^ and Adams County, ^., 
were alike watchful, and the tiilw of Joris was determined to be 
amongst the first to find homes thw^ though cold and dreary 
Were the winters there in those early days. 

Writing as I do from a mck,bed,'0B my back, and not able to 
walk, I cannot secm« dates, aiod must trust to memory, bot I 
win say that about 1793 to 1797 all the sons of Joris, save Gilbert 
and John, with their entire fomHIes except Henry (my grand- 
father), tiie son of James, left Adams County, Fa., for the " lake 
conntaQT " of New York, and settled on Unds about Auburn 

* H« httd Miottt«r mo; Hondzli^ who WM ft loldln- til throngfa Um Ssto- 
Intloiwrj war, and dM 11101117 ^tw tnm InjniiM raoafrad. H« 'wa> 
vmBarrlad. 

tTharo waa a naphaw of Joria, MB of blakother Jaooln who alao want to 
Adsma Conatjr, wfaora ha marriad, and w«A with bii oonabu RoelUt and 
Jacobs to Cajnga Conntr, Hew ToA, and wWai flnallr is Waleott; Warna 
Conntf, whan ha died, laaTtngona child, a datightar. Hia nama Waa Lnkaa 
gigka); and ha had thraa dJldian wboae naia ara on tha b^Ham^ rag fata r 
of tha old Dutch Chondi ctf Ctmewsgoi. ffia wifa'a oama waa ICaiia CoaL I 
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and Ovrasco Village— or where those places have since de- 
Tdoped* * * 

The departure of those families ended the exodus of Brinker- 
hoflis to the north, and from Adams G6untyj until 1826, when 
Hezekiah— son of Heniy , of James— my father, moved to Balti* 
more, Md., but returned to a fiurm in Adams County at the end 
of two years. 

After this, until 1834, the Brinkerhoff mind was at rest in 
Adams Cbun^. 

Hay 11, 1834, Hezeldah and James Brinkerhoff, with their 
wives, and eight and three children respectively, with three 
wagons, seven horses and three dogs— still anticipating the wise 
Greel^— left old home for the '' back woods ''—the west I Sad 
memories yet come with the thought 1 Slowly onward over 
mountains and streams, through valleys and forests, that little 
company wended its way to the plains and banks of Sandusky I 
The nineteenth and last night out, it rested in an Indian house 
within one hundred rods of wherel now lie, with but three white, 
squatter families around it, on an area of dghteen miles eastand 
west and thirteen north and south. It settled twelve mQes north 
of here, on the banks of the Sandusky, in Seneca county, Ohio. 
Six of the sixteen yet remain near by the oldhome — ^the rest sleep 
in sight of it. 

In 1836 Rev. W. H. and wife— the remaining and youngest 
brother of Hezeldah and James— came here; and in 1839 came 
Gatherine, Eliza and Julia, with their husbands and children, and 
also Henry and wife, the father and mother <tf aD. 

This left Adams County without a descendant of James or 
Joris, all of whom, through Henry, ai James, were in the vaUey 
of the Sandusky. Some of the younger vines are now in Michi- 
gan, Ifissouri, Dakota, Wisconsin and Indiana. ^ " 

The descendants of John and Gilbert, of Joris, are, generally, 
in Adams county, yet a few of them may be found in Virginia, 
Western Pennsylvania, Minnesota, Illinois, TTansas and Iowa. 
An esctended branch, this, from the root of Joris, of Adams 
County, Pennsylvania. 

I can find noevidence tending to' show that any other Brink- 
erhoffis were ever in Ohio; and surely none ever lived theie before 
the settlement there of Hezekiah and James in 1834. But, in the 
year 1836, Judge Jacob Brinkerhoff settled in Manafidd, Ohio, 
and he was soon followed by his father, Henry L, and family, who 
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settled near Plymouth— same oounfy of which Mansfield is the 
comity seat. 

Heniy L was the son of Jacob, who was the yomigest son of 
Joris. Gen. Heniy B., son of Buloff of Joris, from near Aubom, 
K. Y.,.came about the same time Heniy L did, with his large and 
interesting; family^ and settled on a farm, also near Plymouth, 
but in Huron County. 

G(en. Henry B. and Judge Jacob Brinkerhoff, were both elected 
to Congress, as Democrats, from adjoining districts, in 1843, but 
the General sickened and died wtlliout taking his seat. 

The Judge made himself a national name and man by his 
Yoice and vote against the admisJBlon of Texas, and tariff of 1845. 

In 18M) came the younger General B., with two sisters ; he 
settled in Mansfield, his present home, and his sisters at Plymouth. 
Forty miles of space separated the New York and Adams County, 
P^., Brinkerhoflb, in Ohio, but the same Uood makes ^ympathetie 
hearts. 

This, for this case, covers my field of duty, as to the number 
of branches of the vine, but there is a world of thought left from 
which I will gather a few leaves, for my dear friend, the Greneral,. 
to transmit to you. 

Physically, the Brinkerhoffs, in appearance, are men. Many 
of them rise above six feet, are erect and not coarse or homely. 
The earlier generations were slightly on the sandy complexion 
order. Bather uncommon to see one corpulent, or tending that 
way. When compared with the animal family they can properly 
be classed with the gazelle, deer and hare. There is about them 
nothing like the lion, panther, bear, cat or fox. 

Th^ are not a tough and strong people, but patience and 
conmion sense enable them to endure and accomplish much, and 
make them, as a dass; become ripe in years before death claims 
them. 

Their crowning failure, as a dass, is modesty-— that kind of 
timidity that makes them shrink Dram great acts of which thqr 
jure capable— thereby devdoping, or manifesting, only half their 
powers. Hence they are never aggressive, but always quietiy 
and confldentiy self-reliant. Thqr seek not notoriety — are not 
^9gotists-H[iever willingly, servants or day laborers, but masters 
of their own business. 

The Brinkerhoff women— such by birth right— are generally 
neat, trim, practical, bright, fair and handsome, as ^ell as the 
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* ^ Ttom one root and of 0D6 blood are all Che Brinkerhoffs in 
America,'^ is our boaa^ and yet we bave two eolors I WhatI 
two colors P Yes; sad it is to say it I 

WheninKew York in 1859 my attention was called to a dray- 
man of our mu€h4oved name, and went to him to shalse his hand 
as he most be of our blood. Whra he tnnied to me at my ap- 
proach, I beheld an African I I knew that either the name or 
blood was not of us. ** Is your name BrinkerhofF?*' said I to 
him. '* Yes star// was the ready reply • I was somewhat aston- 
ished at flds, for only the day btf ore I heard firom a very promi- 
nent merchant, words that have made me much of the little I 
am, Tiz.: '^ Your name without money will secure you here all 
the goo^ you wantj for you are of -Ko. 1 Kew York and Ne w 
Jmey stock.'' If so, thought I, how about the daride— one 
blood, yet two colors I " Gk)od stock f' 

Iventored to ask, '^ where are you trom?" I hoped not from 
Ohio, Adams CbuniT' or Western New Yorlc : And, now my 
Hiew Jers^ k's or ck's will not think I am casting any reflec- 
tions on them when I give the auswer. ''I am from New Jer- 
a^y, sir I My grandfather was a stave hi New Jersejj and 
adopted his master's name!" Brighter grew the sides. The 
pure sUtair, sweeping up Oortlandt Street became more brac- 
ing. All was over I " GK>od stock— one blood " only a mistake 
incolorl '' AU is weU that ends weU." 

Prior to 18S4, when your correspondent left Adams County, the 
achools there were very poor, subscription schools; the teadiers 
.generally drunken Irishmen. 

Up to the age of thirteen, little could be learned ' there— and 
after our removal to Ohio no better Adds hi its dark forests came 
to view. So youth first and the forests last^ with all its labors, 
found me at twenty <Mie, like thousands of otters, as green as a 
half-grown pumpkin. Our New York and Bastem B's cannot 
boast of such shortcomings. 

Speaking for myself, and as a modest man, when at my best t 
tip the 8<fales at two hundred and seventy^flve pounds I Gan any 
of 'you say as much ? In such an organism, and with plenty of fish 
for the brain, what should be itspowerin heslthP And yet I am 
onlyababyBrinkerlioff in name anid fame. Ihave been too modest 
an my life I I am no general, no judge, no honorable. I must soon 
commence as councilman^ as Andy Johnson dU, or I will not get 
through t I live where politics are bad for py advancement. 

Horally our Brinkerhoffs are on a par with the rest. They 
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are naturally and generally a church-goings people, and a law 
onto themselves: With all people as ours, jails and penitent 
tiaries could be toin down. 

Ftohibition or license need not in any way alarm our people in 
Ohio* We drink the drink that oar Oreat Father has provided 
for His children. Sometimes we add a little coffee or tea. 

Politically, as a rule, they are always for the right as seen hy 
them. 

Before the war we can put them in three divisions, vis.: 
Anti-Slavery Whigs, Anti-Slavery Democrats, and ^'Slavery 
Divine '' Democrats. 

When traitors rained iron hail on Sumter, and the call to 
arms was made, almost as one man, did they stand by our coun* 
try*s flag. If any wavered it was the Divine fellows. Hay *be 
^ even they are comforted now. 

Seemingly, to me; a little matter in the distant past will not 
' be objectionable here and now to those of my blood, and I promise 
that it shall cost you nothing, and surely will not offend anyone 
present. 

Just prior to the war, as I have it from a prominent Presby- 
' terian minister, there was held in Mansfield, O., a meeting of 
Presbyteiy of United Presbyterians. There was present there 
and then Elder John Brinkerhoff, of Wooster, O,* a schoIai4y 
and £[entlemanly Anti«Slaveiy Democrat. Some of the elders 
and ministers, being at tea together, as invited guests, there 

*Hon. John Brinkerhoff stOl reddas al Wooster, Ohio, where he has been 
' from hlfl earij manhood. He ie a dTil engineer 1^ profession, and for manj 
years, nnder all political changes, has been Connty Sarreyor of Wayne 
Conn^. During the war he was elected to the State Senate, and serred two 
years. He was bom in Cunberland County, Ba., June 9, 1819. His fathei's 
name was DanieL His i^andfather's name was also Daniel and he came 
troaoL Philadelphia, Fa., and his father's name was George, from Beigen 
County, N. X, where he was bom in mi, and was the son of Dirck, the 
son of Hendrick. 

John Brinkerhoff also had a brother William, who was bom August Sl, 
1821, and died October 5^ 1888, and who for many years has been apromineat 
educator in Ohio. He was a graduate of Franklin CoUege and also of Tale 
College. He was for some thne superintendent of the Cadis publie schooli^ 
and for eighteen years he held the position of President of Hopedale Normal 
CoUege. For the past two years he has been President of FhmkBn 
College. He 'was a consistent member of the IT. P. Church, a man of 
eminent scholarship^ and one who was held in the highest esteem by his f eUow- 
men* He leaTcs a wife and two sons. His remains were intenred at Hop^ 
well, the funeral being held on Wednesday. 
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naturally came up questions at table for discussion, amongst 
which came one on astronomy. In this matter Brinkerhoff 
surpassed even the ministers. Amongst the guests was an old 
Scotchman, who roomed with the man of our blood. After 
returning to their room and preparing to retire for the night, the 
Scotchman said : '* ]Ir% Brinkerhoff, I am glad we have an'elder 
who can beat the preachers on astronomy, but yet there is a 
great mystery to me here. I dinna know how a man can know 
so much about the stars, and stQI be a Democrat!^ The point 
was so well made that our fHend had to tell it when he returned 
home. 

The Brinkerhoff^ being meai of sense, do not become offended 
at puns and jokes, and, therefore, I give this free of cost. 

' Slavery— American slavery-^withall its ''divinity," is dead 
and buried, and over its putrid form has truly risen a great and 
free people — ^the wonder and admiration of the world, of which we 
are a part, as well as proud I Our flag is the stars and stripes, 
and we see it nailed to the top of the mast, there to stay. 



.s "1 
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I was bom in Adams CSounty, P^., March 4, 1821, and reside 
at Upper Sandusky, Ohio. 

I am what I am from observation and study, and, at my age, 
one descending the hill of life, and with some of you must soon 
join those whose memoiy we commemorate, but whilst life lasts 
I would be pleased to extend a cordial wdcome to any of my name 
or blood who may wander westward from the old Atlantic home* 
steads. 

With best wishes for the success of the re-union, and for the 
health and happiness of all our kindred and friends, I remain. 

Fraternally yours, 

ALEXANBER W. BRDfKBRHOFr. 



BBIEF HI8T0BT OF THE 



PENNSTLVANXJL BRAKCH O^ THE BRINK* 
BBHOFF FAMILY. 



J. W. LOVE. 

Ge^NTge Brinkerhoff, the ancestor of the Pennsylvania bmily 
of the same name, was the son of Jacobus, the grandson of 
Bendrick, and great grandson of Joris Dericksen. He was bom; 
near Hackensack, October 9, 1719, and with his wife Martina/ 
whose maiden name was Bogart, and their seven S0119, proved to 
Adams Cbunly, Fa., in 1770» .They seem to have made, the 









long journey with quite a number of others from Bergen CSounty^ 
K* J.y witii a view to join 8tai others of their acquaintances who 
had preceded them ^ few years. In all, there must have been 
About one hundred and fifty .families, who, between the years 
1765 and 1775, sought new homes in what was then the wilds of 
.York Oounty, fully ten miles firom McGalaster^s town, (now 
^anover), which was then at the outskirts of civilization on the 
west of the Susquehanna River* Here these descendants of 
Joris Dericksen settled with others of their Holland friends, making 
quite a large colony firom the old Hackensack region. The tract 
of land thus occupied by these Dutch people was about eight or 
ten miles square, east of the town of Gettysburg, Adams County — 
made famous by the great conflict between the armies of the 
|forth and South, jn July, 1864. The Brinkerhoffci purchased 
fkbout 520 acres of what they thought to be fertile land, judging 
by the tall pine and oak trees that grew upon it, within three 
miles of the present site of Gettysburg. There they went to 
work clearing out the primeval forest and otherwise fitting up 
their future home. The previous owner of the property had 
built an adobe, or day house, a year or two before. This con- 
tained four large rooms, and being well situated near a good 
spring, and in the center of their land, became the mansion and 
homestead of the fami](y. In course of time additions were made 
to both ends— one for the colored servants and one for a shop, 
where they manufoctured their doth for garments and their 
ISarming impleinents ; for, be it remembered, they were their own 
manufacturers in those days. This andent house served for 
three generations, and a part of it was only removed about a 
score of years ago. . Its walls were about two and a half feet 
thidc, and when removed were still almost as solid as rock. 

A new house has been built on the old dte, and the old spring 
is still there. The original purchase was divided into fine forms, 
three of which, w|th the old homestead, are still in the possession 
of the descendants of the old ancestor. 

By industry and economy this properly was paid for, and a 
considerable fund secured besides, so that in the year 1795 two 
of the sons, namely Boelof and Jacob (James went in ^98 or 
*97), left the paternal home with their families, and, with others; 
settled in New York State on the Owasco Lake,l where ttieir 
descendants stfll reside in large numbers. They wcone afterwards 
Joined 1^ brother George— another brother — and his family, 
and John remained with their parents, the former 
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moving some three miles sonCheast, fhe latter continuingr on 
. fha old homestead. Gilbert married Elizabeth Oeherman, who 
bore him two sons and seven daughters. 

John married Sarah Van^rsdel. They had five sons and three 
daughters. These two, GHlbert and John, were the heads of 
what are property known as the Adams Oounty, Pa., fiunilies. 
Th^ both have numerous descendants in and around Gtettiysburg, 
and in Ohio and other parts of the West, as have also the Owasco 
branch of the family* 

It is .proper to say that George (the ancestor of the Adams 
County, Fa., and 6wasco, K. Y., . faisiilies) was a man of prom- 
inence, of earnest christian character and steriing worth, like his 
fathers before him. Of the seven sons, one died unmarried. 
The other six lived to be aged men; all followed agricultural 
pursuits, except George, the seventh son, who, as said, became a 
deigyman in the Dutch church, and from the records seems to 
have been a very useful man. All the sons were men of more 
than average mental ability, and made their influence largely 
felt in church and state. Mkny 6f their descendants have also 
beoD quite prominent in the learned professions And in business 
life. There are among them judges, lawyers, congressmen, 
assemblymen, generals, colonels, physicians, bankers, merchants, 
and men of all callings, including ministers of the gospel. 

Ancestor Gteorge was especially noted as a man of kind dis- 
position, as well as of uprightness of life. Though possessed of 
numerous slaves, he never sold but one, and that was to accom- 
modate a slave husband and wife, who naturally desired to live 
together. He died January 3, 1810, aged about ninety years. 
His wife had preceded him to the eternal world February 5, 1782, 
at the age of fifty-four years. 

John (who, as I have said, succeeded his father to the old 
homestead), was for many years a justice of the peace, and very 
highly esteemed a man of sound judgment and of worth. I 
believe it is true of all the fathers, from Joris Dericksen down, 
^t they were men of high-toned christian character, and that 
they raised their children in the fear and love of God. 

I think we may even modestly claim on occasions like the 
present^ at least, that the Brinkerhoff stock from first to last, is 
quite respectable and well-behaved. We do not doubt that |41 
have had their faults, and some of them, perhaps, very glaring 
ones, but, taking them as a whole, we have no reason to be 
ashamed of the- name. We cannot learn that any one of the 
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name was ever-indicted for crime, or regarded as a very bad 
person. We have heard it said that some of fhem — ^the men, I 
suppose— had very large feet, yet they also seem to have had 
large hearts, fall of christian virtues, as appeared from their 
daily lives. 

* it is believed that all the sons of George, except the preacher, 
old enough to serve in the army, were for a longer or shorter 
period soldiers in the revolutionary army^ Certain it is that all 
were loyal to the cause of American independence. 

These re^unions may not only afford us much social enjoyment, 
as they do to-day, but also serve to stimulate us to imitate the 
godly lives of our ancestry. 

We are divinely commanded to honor father and mother, and, 
I ^ake it, that this gatherings to-day is in part for that object. 
I will only add that each one of us should earnestly strive so to 
live, as ultimately to join in that happy re-union of Christ's re. 
deemed people around the throne of God to meet our honored 
ancestors who have died in the faith of Christ, there to be parted 
no more forever. 



CX>RRBSPONDENCB. 



Addressed to James J. Brinkerhoff , Chairman of the Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Oeobgb M. Brinkerhoff, Attorney at law, Springfield, 

Illinois. 

August 19; 1885. 

Mt Dear Sir: Your kind invitation, supplemented by one of 
my esteemed kinsmen. Gen. B. Brinkerhoff, of Mansfield, Ohio, 
is at hand and noted. 

I regrret that I cannot be with you on the twenlgr-seventh inst., 
and enjoy your re-union. It would afford myself and family great 
pleasure were it possible for us to be there; but pressing business 
engagements in the opposite direction demand my presence on 
that day. 

I trust to have the pleasure some day in the near future of 
stoppings on some of my Eastern trips and seeing the places so lon^ 
&miliar to my ancestors. My line of kindred is as follows: 

1. — Joris Dericksen Brinkerhoff. ^-^ 

3. — ^Hendrick Brinkerhoff. ^ - 

3. — Joris Brinkerhoff. 
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4.— ^ohn Brinkerlioff • 

8. — (Seorge J. Brinkerhoff. 

8. — John Brinkerhoff, my father. 

7. — Qeorge liL Brinkerho£F, myself. . 

Joris Brinkerhoff (the third), above mentioned, came to Adams 
OountT*, F^., in 1770, and settled near Hunterstown, where all 
of my other's, and my own, ancestors resided. I was the first 
one of my grandfather's family to leave the ancestral coonty, 
which I did in 1859. I located in Springfield, Illinois, my present 
residence, and have resided here since that date, twenty-six 
years ago. My father and three of my brothers no w also reside 
here. Another brother resides at Stephen, Ifinnesota, in the Bed 
Biver Valley, where myself and two brothers have a large wheat 
farm in cultivation— over two thousand acres. Another brother 
resides in Franklin County, Kansas, where we have a large cattle 
farm. 

Thus you see we have separated f^ and wide from the old 
homestead. 

1 was married to Isabella G. Hanley, August 4, 1862, and our 
family consists of five children living, and one little boy died in 
1876. 

My oldest child (a son), John Hanly (twenty years of age), 
just closed his college days at Lake Forrest University, near 
Chicago, }n June, and is now in my office at work. The other 
ehfldren, one boy and three girls, are attending school. 

I trust this family letter will . not weary you, but that you 
may know whence we come, I thus write. 

My father is living with us here at the age of seventy-four. 
My mother died in Adams County, Pa., in 1881, at the age of 
sixty-seven. My father's brothers are all dead except one, 
Heniy by name, who resides in Gettysburg, Adams County, 
Fa. • With kindest regards I am your Idnsman, 

Gbobgk M. Bbinkerhotf. 



JosiAH Brinksrhoff, President First National Bank, Plymouth, 

Ohio. 

m 

August 25, 1885. . 

Dear Sir: I received your invitation to attend the Brinkerhoff 
Be-union, and regret that circumstances are such that I cannot 
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Im present. A word in regard to our family may not be 

My father, Henry J., was 'a son of Jacob Brinkerboffy of 
Oayuga County, N. Y., where I was bom. My father having* 
failed started for the West, having a family of six chfldren, three 
boys and three girls. We landed at this place fifly*two years 
ago. I was theaa young man ot dghteen. My eldest brother^ 
Jacob, who had conunenced studying law^ followed us about two 
years later and bogan the practice of law at Mansfield, Ohio. 
At the age of thirty-two, he was elected to Cbngress where he 
served two terms, when he resumed the practice of law. In 1854 
he was elected one of the Supreme Judges of Ohio. . He served 
three terms — fifteen years in all— when, on account of. fidling 
health, he declined .the nomination for a fourth time. He died in 
1880. I am the next son, and by the grace of Qod lam what I 
am. 

My youngest brother James, got the appointment of cadet at 
West Point. After being there for two years he resigned on 
account of brain difficulty. He was in the same dass with Stone* 
wall Jackson; trained next to him for two years. He said a 
nobler young man he never knew. 

Gtoieral Henry R. Brinkerhoff, of this place, was elected ixy 
Congress about 1842, but died in a few months, and was never 
able to take his seat at Washington. 

Among the living we have: G(en. R. Brinkerhoff, of Mansfield^ 
Ohio; Hon. John Brinkerhoff, of Wooster, Ohio; Dr. Alexander 
Brinkerhoff, Sandusky, Ohio, and Dr. D. H. Brinkeihoff, of 
Fremont, Ohio. 

I think we have done our part here in keeping up the reputa- 
tion of the Brinkerhoff family. We have no Baraks, GHdeons or 
Sampsons "who subdued kingdoms, or stopped the mouths of Uons, '^ 
but we have plenty of Johns, James, Qeorges, Henrys, and 
Boelifs, who have subdued forests, wrought righteousness, over- 
come difficulties, and became independent, good citizens. I do not 
know how it is down Bast, but here in the West, wherever we 
find a Brinkerhoff, whether he be rich or poor, w^e^^ect to meet 
a respectable worthy man. 

Hoping you will have a large gathering and a pleasant time, 
I am, truly yours, 

JOSIAH BRIKKEBHoW. 
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John J.-BRnnasBHon*, Aabum, G^ruga CSo., N* Y. 

Angost 24, 1885. 

Dbab Oousin : I address you as coosiii, but I do not know in 
what degxeOt but as you are a Brinkerhoff, of course we are re» 
lated. - I received your drcular, inviting all the Brinkerhofls to 
a re-union to be held at Bidgfleld Park on the twenty-seventiiinst. I 
think it is well to keepinremembrancethegenealogy of ourfamOy; 
foralthough we willnot claim that all the Brinkerhoffs were good 
men and women, yet, considering their numbers, as few dark 
spots can be found among them as among any other family. Of 
all with whom I have been acquainted (and I have known 
many), I cannot recall one who has been arrested for crime, and 
many of them have held ofllces of honor and responsibflilgr, botb 
civil and military, and in the church. 

My grandfather, George BrinkerhoflT, emigrated fh>m near 
Hackensack, Bergen Co., N. J., in 1770, or 1771 to Adams Oo.^ 
Pa., with his family. He had seven chfldren, all sons. One died 
unmarried; I think his name was Henry. His six remaining sons 
James, Gilbert, Boeliff, Jacob (my fiither), John and George^ 
had forty-nine children. So my grandfather had forigr-nine 
grandchildren ; I think all living at the time of hid death in 1810. 
Of the. forty-nine only two now survive, Lucretie Scriver^ 
widow, of Hunterstown, Pa., about eighty-one years old, and 
myself. 

I was eighty-two years old on the seventeenth day of last 
'February. My father and Uncle Boeliff with eight other families 
emigrated from Adams CSo., Pa., to this county (Cayuga, N. 
Y.), then an almost unbroken wilderness, in the spring of 1793. 
They left Grettysburg, Pa., Aprfl 30, and reached this county 
July 4, having been two months and four days on the way, owing- 
to the road being rough and their being detained two weeks hy 
high water at the Susquehanna Biver. They made their set- 
tlement at and about the foot of Owasco Lake, about three milea 
south of the now city of Auburn. They organized a religious so- 
ciety in 1795, in connection with the Dutch Beformed C9iurch. 
'Immigrants soon came in rapidly and setUed in the same local* 
ity, and in the summer of 1797, they erected the first diurch edi- 
fice in this county. It was built of logs, 25 by 30 feet, with a 
gallery on three sides. The logs were flattened with the brpad 
axe, and the seats were made of nice slabs. I have often, in 
' later years, heard the old people say they never eigqy^ life 



•MMArfMBM* •^i^M^ha 



J 



-»-a 



« 
o' 







\.-^ r-'-'^'n* .-^ 



-1 

I 



ITS 

better than when thqf U^^ in their log houses, and clearing* 
their lands, and going to worship in the log meeting house. 

They had no classes among them bi those days; none tried to 
outshine others in outward appearance, and so there was no envy 
or jealousy among them; and, of o6urae, th^ were contented and 
happy. . 

I will mention here that a few years after this, ten families came 
here, and two more of my uncles came with their families, viz., 
James Brinkerhoff and Bev. Qearge Brinkerhoff, so four of my 
grandfather's sons with their families were here« 
' Many of their descendants are now scattered over several 
states, but there are a goodly number of them here yet. 
' The log meeting house mentioned above was on my father's 
farm about sevmly rods from our house. It was in use until 
1815, when a n'ew frame edifice was buflt about two miles south- 
east from the old one at Owasco Village. I am living at the 
same place where I was bom on the seventeenth day of February, 
1803, with one of my sons and his family. My beloved wife died 
June 29, 1880. 

We had a pleasant re-union of the Brinkerhoflis at Gettysburg, 
Pa., on the twenly-flfth of last August, at which I had the 
pleasure of beings present, and when I received the notice of the 
re-union at Bidgefield Park next Thuisday, I was strongly 
tempted to undertake the journey and be with you. But consid- 
ering my age and the warm weather, I have decided it would be 
my duty to deny myself the pleasure. 

My health is still good for one of my age, for which I have 
reason to be thankful to our Heavenly Father. 

. Please accept my best wishes for liie welfare of you all, and 
that you may have a pleasant and'eiqoyable time. 

Jomr J. Brxkkxrhoff. 



IfULAO D. BBIME3ERH0FF, Ghicsgo, lUinois. 

August, 1885. 
Dear Snt: The notice of the Brinkerhoff Be-union at your 
place was duly received. I regret to say that owing to so diort 
a notice I shall be unable to attend. I would not miss it for any- 
thing if I could only arrange affairs to admit of my leaving. I 
take great interest in such a meeting, and I hope there will be a 
goodly number present. I wi^h you would have a photographer 
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there to take vie^nB of the place and of everything^ of interest^ 
both to those who are present and those who cannot attend. 

It has occurred to me that it would he wdl to organize the 
fkmfly into a sodetji and to purchase a portion of the Old Honie* 
stead, and that a complete record of the family be made and kept, 
and that this podety be also a mutual aid sodely— that is to say, 
if any are sick, or poor, and need assistance, that thesodeiy be in 
a shape to help such. 

I, for one, feelproudof our name and family, and fed a great 
desire to have the standing and integrity of the family perpetu* 
ated to all time. 

Messrs. Brown Bros, of Wall street, N. T., told me just before 
I left that dty, ten years ago, that there never had been a 
criminal in the family in Hcdland or America up to that time. 

My father, John H. Brinkerhoff , died three years ago last 
March, just 80 years old. 

My prayer is that you may have a pleasant and profitable 
gathering— one that wUl be of mutual good to all.. 

' Isaac D. BBiNXEBHora*. 



Miss Malvina Brinkerhotf, Mansfield, Ohio, 
by Oknxrai. R. BmNKicBHOFr. 

August 18, 1887. 

Dbab Sir : I am requested by Miss Malvina Brinkeriioff, of 
this dty, to acknowledge the receipt of invitation to attend the 
Brinkerhoff Be-union on the twenty-seventh inst., and to express 
her regrets that other engagements will prevent her attendance. 

Miss Brinkerhoff is the eldest daughter of the Hon. Jacob 
Brinkerhoff, deceased, of this dty. 

Judge Brinkerhoff was a descendant of Joris Dericksen 
Brinkerhoff, of the eighth generation. 

He was bom August 31, 1810, in the town of Niles, Cayuga 
County, New York. His father, Henry I. Brinkerhoff , was 
from Adams County, Pennsylvania. His grandfather was Jacob 
Brinkerhoff, son of Joris Brinkerhoff, who removed from 
Bergen County, New Jersey, in 1771. Joris was the son of . 
Jacobus, the son of Hendrick. 

He commenced the practice of the law in ttiis city in 1887, a^nd 
resided here untQ his death in July, 1879. 
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Ha was debted to Congreaa in 184S, wbere |m beooma aiBl* 
lated with the Free Soil 'Pyaty, and drew up fiie ibkmoas reoola* 
Hona introduced by Daniel ITVUmot, and sinoe known as tbe Wil* 
fliot proviso. Tbe original resolution in bis band writing* is now 
in tbe Oongressional library at Wasbington. 

He was subsequentiy^ in 1855, deeted a Judge of tbe Supreme 
■Couirt of ObiOy and aenred in tbat capacity tbree' sucoessiYe 
terms — a period of fifteen years. 

He left a* famfly of four cbildren, three of wbom are now liv* 
ing-rOeorge, Malvina, and Boelef • Tlie first two reside fai tbis 
-dly, and tbe last named in Fredericktownt Oiiio. 

Tbe Judge ranked as one of tbe ablest and most accomplisbed 
lawyers in fbe State, and was a' man in every reapect wortby of 
Jiis name and lineage. 

Very truly, 

B. BUNKKRHOFT. 



Mna LucT Notbs Bunksrhoft, Santa Barbara, Oalifonria. 

August 17, 1885. 

Mt Dkab Sin: Your kind bivitation to the Brinkerboff 
'Be-union, on the 27tb inst., reached me to-day. I would gladly 
4ux»pt it in memory of my late busband. Dr. Samud B. Brinker- 
boff, but I am not strong au'd tbe continent is wide. I have not 
bad tbe pleasure of knowing many of my busband's name, but 
Ids life proves that he came of no %noble race. Tbat be lived 
above tbe temptations of early times in tbis State ; tbat in tbe 
-conununity where he practiced medicine for twenty-eight years 
lie was unusually esteemed; and that his name has gone into local 
history as '' the poor man's doctor,^ is proof to you wbo meet 
to recount the virtues of your sires that be was worthy of the 
name of Brinkerboff. 

Again thanking you, and wishing that the heavens may bend 
serene above you on that interesting day. 

I remain, sincerely yours, 

LDCT NOTSS BniNKBRHOFr. 
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IfosBs Bbinkkrhoit, FkrieOy Dakotar 

August 23, 1885. 

Dbab Sjnsmak: I regret very much that it win be impossibl 
tor me to be presentat the re-imion. I had my arrangements 
made and passes secured to go, but unfortunately took a severe 
cold which has settled hi my head and laid me up for the time 
betaig. CSonsequently will be obliged to represent myself and 
family by letter. 

I enclose a poem written by my wife, Josephine L., for the 
occasion, at the request of (General R.Brinkerhoff, of Mansfield, 
Ohio. 

My feunfly consists of myself and my wife, Josephine, and 
children, Charles B. BrinkerhoflT, age 24, and George T. Biinker- 
hofr, age 20 years. Charles is a conductor, now running the 
Fort Scott & Oulf R. B. George is a dvil enjgineer, aow in the 
employ of the Gknretnment on a survey in the Bocky Mountains. 

Idesire to extend a genial invitation to all by the name of 
Brinkerhoff throughout the world, who should overcome through 
Fargo to make my house their home while in the country. The 
latch string ia always on the outside. 

Yours truly, 

MosBS Bbinxebhoff. 



Elbert A. Bbinceerhoit, Englewood, Bergen Counly, N. J. 

August 10, 1885. 
Mt dear Sm : The circular letter, inviting myself and family 
to the re-union at Ridgefleld Park on the twenly-seventh instant^ 
duly received. If I were at home (En j^ewood), nothing would 
delight me more than to meet so many of our famfly and name, 
but my absence (being on the. south side of Long Island), com- 
bined with business engagements, will, I fear, prevent my meet- 
ing with you. Hoping that weather and drcomstances may 
favt>r, and the gathering be most pleasant, 

I heg to remain sincerely, 

Slbkbt A: BniNCKEBHOFr. 
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Wabrsn O. Brinkxbhoff, Detroit Ificbigan. 

August 24, 1885. 

Dbab Sir: I have before me an inyitation to be present at a 
Brinkerhoff Re-union atlUdgefleld Flark on Monday nezt» which, 
for a number of reasons, I will be unable to accept. 

It would afi[ord me much pleasure to meet with those who, while 
mainly entire strangers, are only removed frcmi relationship 1^ 
eight or ten generations. 

While! think that not a great deal depends-upon ancestry, I still 
am proud to inquire after my nationality. I am thoroughly 
American, in proof of which I refer to the fact that I am the 
ninth generation, from the* original Brinkerhoff , that ,came 
over in 1638. 

My wishes for a pleasant re-union accompany my r^rets at my 
inability to attend. 

Yours truly, 

WaBBBN 0. BBIKXXBHOFr. 



Jennie Thompson Moniost, Gettysburg, Pa. 

August 24, 1885. 

Dbab Sm : Thank you for the invitation to the re-union which 
I am very sorry I cannot accept. 

I would like to be with you to meet the many new friends I 
know so littie about. 

My father was a descendant of Qilbert Brinkerhoff who settied 
in Mt. Pleasant Township, Adams CSounly, Pa. His mother was 
a daughter of Gilbert, and married Peter Monf ort. 

Father had one sister who is still living, Mrs. P. P. Latourette, 
of Middletown, Ohio. I have one sister married to Rev. O. H. 
Melcher, and Uving in Springtown, Bucks Co., Pa. I live with 
my mother, and would be very glad to have any of the friends 
visit us. 

you a pleasant time, I remain respectfully, 

Jennie Thompson Monfobt. 
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David Cassat Bbinkbbhoit, Sprinirfldd, Illinois. 

August 16, 1885. 
. Mt Dkab EiNSiCAK: Your Idnd invitation to the Brinkerboff 
Be-union at Bidgeftdd Puic, Bergen Co., N« J., August 27, 1885, 
to hand and contents noted. ^ 

My sfnoere desire is to be witb you, but I am very sorry ta 
say business engagements will debar me this much prized pleasure. 
Hoj^Dg in the near future to have the pleasure of meeting at a 
Brinkerboff Be^union, and wishing you all a g^rious good old 
time on this and maiqr other occasions of like kind, and with kind 
regards to aD, I remain in firaternity, chari^ and loyalty, ever 
true to the Brinkerboff fBunily, etc..« etc., 

David Cassat BniNKBBHOFr. 



J. Y. Bbinkbichoit, Neenah, Wisconsin. 

August 20, 1885. 

DiAK Snt: Your oonununication is at hand, thanks for the 
invitation. It would be impossible for me to attend this re«union, 
but it meets my hearty i^pproval. I should be very much grati- 
fled to be present on the twenty-seventh inst. I anticipate you 
will have a very pleasant time, and I hope you will have a profit- 
able one. 

The Brinkerboff family here has many representatives, the 
Brinkerhoffs, the Whitenachs and the Briens. Please to remem* 
ber us at your meeting. 

I sometimes dabble a little in poetry. I will send you a 
specimen which must represent us in your re-union. The scene is 
laid here on the beautiful Fox Siver, one of the most beautiful 
rivers in the United States; and the old council tree is now passed 
into history, having just been cut down by order of the CK>vem- 
ment to widen the mouth of the Fox, as it flows out of Lake 
Winnebago. 

If anything of more than common interest transpires at your 
meeting, please correspond. 

Yours truly, 

J. Y. Brinkxbhoff. 
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BT J. V. BBIMKEBHOIT. 

These stanzas were suggested by the following^ legend : 
The Indians have a tradition that the waters of Fox River 
do not actually mingle with the floods of Lake Michigan. They 
belieye that while they are apparently absorbed in the still waters 
of Green Bay, they are really transferred, in some mysterious 
manner, to the skies. They connect this transformation with the 
phenomenon of the aurora borealis. Whether thqr believe that 
the change and coruscation of these northern lights are really the 
celestial streams of the Fox; whether they are caused by the 
smiles of the Great Spirit, at the marvel that has been accom- 
plished ; or, whether both these combine to form the aurora, it 
is impossible to determine. The reader must take his choice : 

Flow gently. Fox Birer ; flow gently along 
Tbj clfMtf, cryBtal waters teU in legend and song 
Of vallej and hiU and woodland and stream. 
And Magantha, the beantifiilt daric» forest queen. 

Flow genttj, Fox BiYsr; may jonr song as you nm 
Be the song of the Tiotor when iiattle is won. 
Let the harricane rage and the load thunder roar, 
' *TwUl awake not ICagantha asleep on joor shore. 

Flow gently, Fox BiTor ; lljigantfaa.*s now queen 
Where the m jstio Fox River flows through the unseen ; 
Let the smile and the tear and the song snd the dirge 
Blend together in sadness like surge upon surge. 



Flow on, gentle river; maj joor bright waters nm 

Am the dawn of the morning, as tfie gleam of the sun; 

As the breese 6om the mountain when the storm is no more^ 

Or the sephjrrs of eyening when jour waves kin the shore. 

Flow on, mif^tf river ; ma j joor waters bring forth 
To our vision bright flashes that gleam in the north. 
Let the white and the red Uend together on hi^ 
Cer themjstioFox River that fades in the skj. 

The vdiite man has come with his long knife and fusee ; 
We must now make our homes bj the great western sea. 
The dark forest maidens wiU nevermore sing 
On jour banks like the blackbird in morning of spring. 

Flow on, mighty river; no more will jou be 

As of <^ when jour waters were untamed and free ; 

The white man now claims jou— jou are held in jour course. 

To be chained to his cities and b(g iron horse. 
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The panthr and deer and the wolf and the bear 
Ifaj repoee nndlstnrbed^when aaleep in Ue lair ; 
The elk in hie paetnre^ theMrdaonlha bovjcii. 
No danger need fear ; tfa^ are eafe enoa|^ now. 



flow on, mi^ty rirec; maj joor watata be bright 
Aa tha meteor'a flaeh that ilhonee tha dark night 
We are eidlad to roam, to retam aaTamiore 
To tha old coancil tree on your beantifiil aiiora. 

WlB. • 



David B. Iyisok, Rutherford, Bergen Go., N. J., of fhe firm 
f of IvisoD, Blakeman & Co., New Yorkdfy. 

Angugt 5, 1885. 
Dbab Sib : It is a pleasure to be even so remotdj conneoted 
with so worthy a name and family— a family whose uprightness 
.and integrity has been blessed by the piety and prayers of its 
ancestors to the third and fourth generaticm. May Its name 
never be sullied. Respectfully, 

D. B. Ivison. . 



BXGRKIS. 

Besides the above, simple regrets were received from the fol- 
lowing persons : 

John Brinkerhoff, Wooster, Ohio ; J. O* Brinkerhoff , Oanton, 
m. ; David Brinkerhoff, Owasco, K. Y. ; Abram A. Brinkerhoff, 
Agent of the Chicago smd N. W. Railway, Chicago, 111. ; H. R, 
Brinkerhoff, Fort Randall, Dakota ; E. M. L. Brinkerhoff, Prairie 
City, Hi. (a son of Rev. James G. Brinkerhoff); Mr. and Mrs. A. 
D. Knevels and son, Fishkill on the Hudson ; H. 8. Brinkerhoff, 
War Department, Adjutant General's Office, Washington; Mrs* 
■Sarah Alsop, Inter Baen, Huntington, Long Island; John 
Brinckerhbff Jackson, Engineer U. S. Navy, Torpedo Station, 
Newport, R. I.; John M. Brinkerhoff, Moravia, N. Y.* (grandson 
of Rev. George O. Brinkerhoff), Ikb*. and Mrs. Nicholas T. 
Romaine, San Francisco, Gal. ; Mr. and Mrs. Christie Romaine, 
Hackensack, Bergen Co., N. J.; John N. Brinckerhoff, Englewood, 
Bergen Co., N. J. ; J. W. Brinkerhoff, Kansas CSfy, Mo. ; David 
D. Brinckerhoff, New York CSty. 
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CX)FT OF BB-UNIOir BXGIBIST. 

John H. Brinkerhoff Bidgefleld, N. J. 

James D. Brinkerhoff Woodridgej* N. J^ 

Oomdius Christie.... ••••• Leoniai N. J» 

Stephen H. Y. Moore . '. Leonia, N. J^ 

Henr7 E. Brinkerhoff Woodridge, N. J^ 

James Christie Leonia, N. J» 

Andrew H. Brinkerhoff Rutherford, N. J.. 

Isaac J. Brinkeriioff Maywood, N. J.. 

John Brinkerhoff Bidgefield, N. J- 

Harvey Iserman . . ^ Leonia, N. J- 

William Brinkerhoff Maywood, N. J*. 

J. Yreeiand Moore • «. Leonia, N. J. 

David A. Christie Bidgefleld Park, N. J. 

Jacob B. l/VUliams Hackensack, N. J.. 

Abram De Baim. Hackensack, N. J*. 

Andrews. Brinkerhoff Rutherford, N. J.. 

Edward Stag^^^.... Leonia, N. J.. 

Wm. H. Brinkerhoff Ridgefleld, N. J^ 

Mrs. J. B. Williams Hackensack, N. J.. 

Elizabeth Brinckerhoff Maywood, N. J. 

Richard Brinckerhoff Brooklyn, N. Y*. 

Isaac Brinckerhoff. . • New York Ci1#y.. 

Walter Brinckerhoff Jersey CSty, N. J*. 

Cecelia E. Brinkerhoff Mount Yemen, N. Y« 

GFeorge Brinkerhoff .••• Brooklyn, N. Y.. 

John H. Brinckerhoff * Jamaica, L. I.. 

Laura Brinckerhoff Jamaica, L. I .. 

Irene Brinckerhoff ,. Jamaica, L. I.. 

William H. Brinkerhoff Columbus, Ohio.. 

JohnH. Brinkerhoff Hackensack, N. J. 

John W. Love Greensbursr^ P^- 

Benjamin Genung Rose, N. Y. 

Henry J. Brinkerhoff Teaneck, N. J.. 

Qeo. B. Yan Riper Rutherford, N. J.. 

Eleanor Yan Riper Clifton, N. J.. 

Albert B. Christie Ridgefield Park, N. J. 

Mrs. J.H. Schoonmaker.... Woodridge, N. J.. 

Mary Schoonmaker Woodridge, N J. 

Mrs. John A. Demarest River Edge, N. J» 

Nellie Demarest River Edge, N. J» 

m 

t 



JJ'^^S. 










181 

James Brinkerhoff Demarest* • • • Biver Edge, K. J. 

Abram J. Demarest Biver Edge, K. J. 

Lena Demaorest. . J Biver Edge, K. J. 

Culver F. Demarest Biver Edge, K. J. 

Isabella Hammond Qoster City, N. J. 

Abrahams. Brinkerhoff Butfaerford, N.J. 

;James Davis Brinkerhoff Jtutherford, N. J. 

' Oerrit Cortelyou • • . .New Brunswick, N. J. 

"Catharine J. Oortdyou • . .New Brunswidc, IT. J. 

Mary H. Brinkerhoff Hackensack,' N. J. 

Cbkra M. Brinkerhoff New York (Xty. 

i3ha8.E. L. Brinkerhoff New York City. 

Ghas. Bolph Brinkerhoff New York Oty. 

Belinda Fielding Hackensack, N. J. 

'Siney Moore Biver Edge, N. J. 

AnnaF. Moore Hacfcenmck, N.J. 

JWnie B. Fielding New Yoik. City. 

Maria Christie .Hackensadc, N. J. 

tSarah C. Ifitchell .Hackensadc, N. J* 

Linda F. Demarest Hackensadc, N. J. 

Margaret A. Forrester Hackensack, N. J. 

Wm. H. Christie Hackensack, N. J. 

AnnaS. Christle.««« Hadcensadc, N. J. 

EffleOntwater.....; • Jersey Qty, N. J. 

Sarah Bogert v Teanedc, N. J. 

Cornelius P. Bogart .Teanedc, N. J. 

mtieBogart Teanedc, N.J. 

Euphemia Brinkerhoff .Teanedc, N. J. 

Harry N. Ferdon .Teanedc, N. J. 

Clara A. Cutwater ; Jersey City, N.J. 

Itachd Christtie Leonia, N. J. 

Maria Brinkerhoff Banta Asbury Rude, N. J. 

Jacob J. Banta .Boston, Mass. 

JaneF^igin ..Boston, Mass. 

Eliza Van Horn Asbury Park, N. J. 

Mary C. Sneden Hadcensack, N. J. 

Abraham J. Banta •••.....•••••••••••••..• . .Boston, Mass. 

liucy E. Holden ...••... Hadcensadc, N. J. 

Sarah M. B. Allen Englewood, N. J. 

Eva A. Allen Jhiglewood, N. Jv 

Bev. Christian Brinkerhoff West Farms, N. Y. 

HieleniaE. M. Brinkerhoff West Farms, N. Y. 
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Cha8.H.Briiikerhoff..:. .:;•..:.. !../.. .Newark, N.J* 

R. P. Terhune •.•..•.•••;.••••; .Hackeiisack, N. J. 

M. E. Terhune ;. . . •• . • ..:..\\ ..'. • . . .Ha^kensack, N. J* 

A. Z. Terhune ••.•.••• , , , . Hackenaack, N. J> 

A. S. Terhune .• ; ; . . . .Hackengack, N. J, 

A • B. Terhune : . • .HackenRaek, N. J» 

C. A. Terhune ; .Hackensack, N. J. 

8. B. Terhune.^ Hackensack, N. J» 

James E. Budsall ; JTew York Gily. 

TDlie Mabie New York atgr* 

Henrietta C. Brinckerhoff :.... Sing Stag, TSt.Y^ 

James B. Yredenburg^h ..Jeraqr CSly, N. J. 

H. H. Brinkerhoff '. Jeraey Qty, N. J. 

Henry Brinkerhoff •'.Jersey Qty, N. J* 

F. Wolcott Jackson Newaric,N. J. 

Mrs. F. Wolcott Jackson Newark, N.J. 

Ghas. Huntington Jackson Newarl^Nl J« 

Elizabeth Wolcott Jackson ..:••... JTewark, N. J« 

Nina Fessenden Jackson Newark, N. J. 

Oliver Wolcott Jackson : • Jlewark, N. J. 

Martha Noyes Jackson .Newark, N. J. 

' John J. Hubbell ; . '. Newark, N. J. 

Harriett Banks Brinkerhoff. ^....Hackensack, N. J. 

Bessie Duncan Cannon JHizabeth, N. J» 

Adeline Katrina Cortelyou New Brunswick, N. J. 

Clarissa Moore Leonia, N. J. 

Josephine Moore Leonia, N. J. 

Henrietta Moore Leonia, N. J. 

Jas. Y. Moore.... Leonia, N. J. 

Ida C. Moore ; • .^ Leonia, N. J» 

Minnie Christie Leonia, N. J. 

Mr. W. S. Blanchard Brooklyn, N. Y. 

C. A. Brinkerhoff Hackensack, N. J. 

EUa W. Brinkerhoff Woodridge, N. J» 

Henry E. Brinkerhoff Woodridge, N. J* 

W. H. Brinkerhoff .Maywood, N. J. 

Maggie Brinkerhoff .......Maywood, N. J. 

Mrs. Henry E. Brinkerhoff Woodridge, N. J. 

Geo* A. Doremus • .Hackensack, N. J. 

S. Leslie Doremus Hackensack, N. J. 

Williams. Doremus ••• .Hackensack, N. J. 

Abraham Stagg Jackson .*..•.;.'. :::.' Jersey (Sty, N. J. 
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Anna Virginia Jackson. ...% Jersqr CSty, K. J* 

Helena Victoria Ferguson Sing Sing, N. Y. 

iCary Virginia Ferguson ./.. Sing Sing, N. Y» 

Helena Huu* Ferguson « Sing Sing, N. Y. 

Rev. Geo. W. Ferguson Sing Sing, N« Y* 

Harry B. Doremus Hackensack, N« J* 

Eezia Brinkerhoff , ICaywood, N. J* 

lizzie Brinkerhoff ICaywood, N* J* 

CEharlotte Brinkerhoff Jmey CSty, N. J* 

Rev. J. A. Westervelt New York City. 

Chas« Uyingston Acker, Jr. ^ New York Clly. 

Percy Jackson 1 Belleville, N. J. 

Richard Brinkerhoff Brooklyn , L. I* 

Susannah Harriet Brinkerhoff .•.. .Brooklyn, L.L 

Jessie Glenn Brinkerhoff North New Haven, Gonn. 

Mabel Lasar Brin kerhoff Bell Elizabeth, N. J. 

Jennie Fredricka Brinkerhoff Brooklyn, L. L 

Susannah Steinle Brinkerhoff Brooklyn, L. i. 

John Richard North New Haven, Gona. 

Herbert Brinkerhoff North. New Haven, Gonn* 

Jessie Dickenson North New Haven, Conn. 

CEharles Herbert Bell Elizabeth, N. J. 

George Lucius Bell Elizabeth, N. J. 

Robert Gk>oaman Bell, Jr • JBSizabeth; N. J. 

Richard Brinkerhoff Bell Elizabeth, N. J. 

Mabel Bell, Jr i...t Elizabeth, N. J. 

John H. Brinkerhoff Mi^ywood, N. J. 

William N. Sickles Rockland Co., N. Y. 

ifary Jane Sickels Rockland Co., N. Y. 

Seba Brinkerhoff • Qreenpoint, L. L 

C. H. Brinkerhoff I . .FiBunrapo, N. J. 

John D. Brinkerhoff Jeney City, N« J. 

Ralph S. Demarest .DemareiBt, N. J. 

Cornelius T. Demarest ...Englewood, N. J. 

JohnS. Brinkerhoff River Edge, N. J. 

Geo. A. Brinkerhoff .Hackensack, N. J. 

Ida Brinkerhoff-Cortelyou New York (Sty. 

W.H. Brinkerhoff Ridgefield, N. J. 

Qeo. M. Brinkerhoff Leonia, N. J. 

Anna B. Christie. Ridgefield Park, N,: J. 

James H. Christie Ridgefield Park,Nt J. 

Jacob B. Christie Ridgefield Park, N. J. 
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■ 

Oorndius Christie.. Bidgefleld Park/ N. j; 

BachelJ. Christie ...Ridgefield, N. J. 

Harriet Emma Brinkeriioff New York Clly. 

Cornelius H. Brinkerhoff New York City. 

Kate L. Ackerman Bochelle Poudc, N. J. 

flarah IL Brinkerhoff Faramus, N. J. 

James H. Brinkerhoff Faterson, N. J. 

Nellie A. Ghuripon -••.... PassaiCy N. J. 

John Q. Brinterhoff Gettysborgr, Fla. 

Boeliff Brinkerhoff ^....Mansfldd, Ohio. 

Addie H. Brinkerhoff Mansfield, Ohio. 

Mary B. McCrary « ..v.Mansfleld, Ohio. 

lydia F. Brinkerhoff Brooklyn, N. Y. 

EUaBCodcran....! Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Ctoorge B. Smpey Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Henriette Harrison Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Hannah M. Christie Laonia, N. J. 

Charles H. Yoorhis Jersey CSty, N. J. 

Sarah M. Stevens. Qoster, N. J. 

James Irving^ Brinkerhoff Faterson, N. J. 

Cornelius Henry Brinkerhoff Faterson, N« J. 

Isabella B. Hammond • .Qoster,. N. J. 

Julia M. Ham'moDd Qoster, N. J. 

John L. Barle * Hackensack, N. J. 

Mary C. Falmer Hackensack, N. J. 

Edward I. Earie A .....Fhiladelphia, Fa. 

Wm. B.Earle New York Qty. 

James C. Bogert New York Qty. 

Ralph R. Brinkerhoff Eng^lewood, N. J. 

Austin Q. Brinkerhoff. • .Jersey Qty, N. J. 

Charles A. Brinkerhoff Hackensack, N. J. 

Emma L. Brinkerhoff. .-. ^Eng^lewood, N. J. 

Margaret Westervelt .Fascack, N. J. 

Urcilla Mackellar New York Qty. 

T. Van Wyck Brinkerhoff East KshkiU, N. Y. 

QeorgeE. Brinkerhoff Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Maria D. lydecker • Englewood, N. J. 

John H. Ackerman Englewood, N. J. 

Henry G, Brinkerhoff Fairview, N. J. 

Abby A. Hall Hackensack, N. J. 

Philip Brinkerhoff Edgar Co., Dl. 
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George BrinlEerlioff - 1 _ . -n^ A m 

I^dfa B. De Baun ...•«.. «..Hackeiisack, N. J. 

Xmmalise Christie Hackensack, IT. J. 

P^ul Brinkerhoff New York City. 

I^ydia Blanch .New York City. 

Annie E. Fream Hackensack, N. J. 

Xmma Franklin Brinkerhoff Ilahkm, N. Y. 

Abbie H. Fream Hackensack, N. J. 

Stephen F. Fream Hackensack, N. J.. 

Henry Fream .....Hackensack, N. J. 

Harriet Brinkertioff Maywood, N. J. 

JaUa Van Winkle Hackensack, N. J. 

D. Banta Boston, N. J. 

H. Christie ^....Hackensack, N. J. 

Anna Christie New York Qty. 

Bachael J. Christie Hackensack, N. J. 

James L. Cbristie» Jr Bnglewood» N. J. 

Enoma Adalena CSiristie .'Hackensack, N. J. 

Silas E. Christie Hackensack, N. J. 

lillian B. Sedam • • • .Hadcensack, N. J. 

Jacob H. Terhune. %.. .Jersey Qty, N. J. 

Cornelius V. Brinkerhoff New York City . 

Theodosia O; Van Dyke .New York City. 

Oarret Brinkerhoff Lydecker New York Cl^. 

James B. Demarest Teaneck, N. J. 

Maiy E. Demarest.... Teaneck, N. J. 

Laraetta Demarest Teaneck, N. J. 

Mary Ella Demarest • Teaneck, N. J. 

Oeorge V. Demarest Teaneck, N. J. 

Lotta Demarest Teaneck, N. J. 

Walter Demarest • Teaneck, N. J. 

Albert J. Brinkerhoff ^.Teaneck, N. J. 

John C. Zabriskie Cherry Hill, N. J. 

Henry J. Demott < .Engle wood, N. J. 

Nathaniel B. Zabriskie Cherry Hill, N. J. 

Matthew lIL B. Brinckerhoff, Jr New York City. 

Oeorge D. DeMott • Englewood, N. J. 

Jacob H. DeMott ••.•Englewood,N. J. 

Charles livingston Acker, Jr New York City. 

Catharine Jane Brinkerhoff East Newark, N. J* 

Margaretta Post Jersey City,N. J. 
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Anna Brinkerboff • • I . # East Newark, N. J. 

John J. Brinkerhoff CSoflter, N. J. 

Jennie A. Post Jersey Gttj, N. J. 

Sidney B. Post Jersey Qty, 'S.J. 

Nettie Post Jersey Oty, N. J. 

Gatfaarine B. Brinkerfaoff Closter^N. J. 

Gatharine J. BrinkerhofT Butberford, N. J* 

Theodore Brinckerhoff FlahkOI^N. Y» 

Mrs. E. Brinckerhoff Barstow .....FlshkOl^.N. Y. 

James J. Brinkerhoff ' .New York Otby. 

Wm. Edgar Brinkerhoff Fisbkffl, N. Y. 

Alberta BrinkerhofT ••••••1 Jersey .GMy, N. J. 

Jacob H. Brinkerhoff Teaneck, N. J. 

Richard Torhune Lodi^N. J» 

Ann Maria Brinkerhoff Terhune .* Lodl, N. J. 

Garret R. Oldis Areola, N.J. 

Hester A. Brinkerhoff Oldis Areola, N. J* 

Jane Brinkerhoff Bntherford, N. J. 

Ella Ann B. Berry Ratherford, N. J. 

Stephen Berry Rutherford, N. J. 

Oarrabrant R. Alyea. . . • Rutherford, N. J* 

Martha Brinkerhoff Rutherford, N. J* 

0eorge Hammond • • .Union ffill, N. J. 

Mary Eeziah Hammond Union Hill, N. J. 

Margaretta Beny Rutherford, N. J. 

Anna Berry Rutherford, N. J. 

.George C. Brinkerhoff Rutherford, N. J» 

Henry A. Brinkerhoff Rutherford, N. J* 

Keziah Hopper Brinkerhoff • Rutherford, N. J; 

James Brinkerhoff '. Rutherford , N. J. 

May Brinkerhoff Ruthmford, N. J* 

Heniy R. Gannon Elizabeth, N. J, 

Maty C* Brinkerhoff Gannon.... Elizabeth, N.J* 

Margaret Christie Bogert New York CUy* 

Mary Theresa Brinkerhoff Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Anna Le vinia Eirby New Y wk City. 

Sarah liUian Brinkerhoff Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Rowena Adelaid Brinkerhoff Brooklyn,N. Y» 

Martin John Brinkerhoff .* Brooklyn, N. Y. 

John Powles Brinkerhoff Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Harry F. Brinkerhoff ....Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Alvin Blanch Brinkerhoff • Brooklyn, N. Y.- 
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Mary Jane Brinkerhoff..... Brooklyn, N. Y. 

James Isaac McOord I New York City. 

flarah Frands McGoid • New York Cityl 

John Jacob Brinkerhoff New York Oty . 

CSiarles Myers Brinkerhoff New York Cily* 

Comdins Myers Brinkerhoff New York City. 

MaiyEmina Hall New York CSty. 

.I^dia Blanch Brinkeriioff New York Qly* 

Paul Brinkerhoff New York Qty* 

Antoinette Bogert New York City* 

Comdios Myers Brinkerhoff New York Qty . 

Bradford Yale Brinkerhoff New York City* 

-Thomas H. De Mott Boglewood, N. J. 

Cornelius B* Brinkerhoff Tenafly/N. J. 

Christina Brinkerhoff Tenafly, N. J. 

Gilbert J. Banta .* Tenafly, N. J. 

Horatio N. Holden Hackensack, N. J. 

Mary Levinia Holden Hackensack, N. J* 

Mrs. Annie L. Brinkerhoff Jersey Oty, N. J* 

JohnD. Brinkerhoff...; Jersey CSty, N. J. 

John Wallace Brinkerhoff Jersey City, N. J. 

Estelle J. Brinkerhoff Jers^ C&ty, N. J» 

Gtortrude Newkirk Jersey City, N. J. 

Mrs. Mary Waller Astoria, N* Y* 

Mary E. Brinkerhoff Jersey City, N. J. 

John Bomeyn Brinkerhoff Maywood, N. J. 

Lavinia Brinkerhoff Maywood, N. J. 

lida J. Brinkerhoff Maywood, N. J* 

Eddie P. Brinkerhoff Maywood, N. J. 

Keziah H. Brinkerhoff ^. •Rutherford, N. J. 

-Florence Oldis Areola, N. J. 

-Nicholas T. Brinkerhoff Hackensack, N. J. 

Abbie Ann Hickman. •••• ;..*.Terre Haute, Ind. 

Martin L. Hickman Terre Haute, Ind. 

Mrs. Jane D.Newkirk Jers^ City,N. J. 

John J. Brinkerhoff • Maywood, N. J. 

Maria C. Demarest • Maywood,N. J. 

Kate Van Winkle....: Hackensack, N. J. 

Ghurret K. Brinkeriioff Hackensack, N. J. 

Theodosia J. Van Dolsen Brinkerhoff Hackensack, N. J. 

Garret Merselis Brinkerhoff ..Perth Amboy, N.'J. 

Alice Homsby 
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Jacob O. BrinkerhofF ;.l!rew ToricCSIy. 

Smily Winterbuni • Edgewater, N. J. 

Mary Burdett Annett Bergan Pdnt, N.J. 

Maztha C. Trask • Bergen Point, N. J. 

Eliza Hyatt ..•••^.NewTorkaigr. 

Ifichael 8. Yredand ; •' Hackensack^ N. J. 

Sarah Yredand , ••••.•• ..Hackenflacky N.J. 

Ida Vreeland Hackenaack, N. J. 

I^ydia Ann CSiristie Bidgefleld F^ric, N. j; 

Sarah B.Sneden.. Bidgefleld Bark, N. J. 

BobertSneden Bidgefleld Bark, N. J. 

Anna C. Stagg ....•• Lepnia, N. J • 

David Stagg.../ .....Leonia, N. J. 

Edward Stagg, Jr ,Leonia, N. J. 

Bey. Wm. Y. Y. Mabon, D. D New Brunswick, N. J. 

Bey. D. D. Demarest, D. D J9ew Brunswick, N. J. 

Bey. John C. Yoorfais ••• .. ..Englewood, N. J. 

AnnaYoorhis • Englewood, N. J. 

Bey. Jacob N. Yoorhis Port Ewen, N. Y. 

ZopharBixby Leonia, N.* J. 

Cornelius B.. Christie Bergen Fields, N.J. 

John S. Edsall • Leonia, N. J. 

I^diaEdsall *. Leonia, N.J. 

Gertrude O. Edsall.... Leonia, N.J. 

SaraJi Edsall ^..••* • Leonia, N.J. 

Charles Edsall Leonia, N.J. 

Qarret Edsall , • ...J Leonia, N.J. 

Agnes Naomi Edsall Leonia, N.J. 

lillie May EdsaU Leonia, N.J. 

Samuels. Edsall Leonia, N.J. 

Mary Francis Christie ..•.••.•• .. ..Bidgefleld Park, N.J. 

Florence Augusta Christie • Bidgefleld Pwk, N. J. 

Mary Cornelia Christie...... r Bidgefleld Pftric, N. J. 

W.W.Morris » ...Newark, N.J. 

Jacob Cutwater Brinkerhoff Maywood, N. J. 

JohnT. DeBaun Brinkerhoff . 4 Maywood, N.J. 

Eliza Demarest .Pamrapo, N. J. 

Mary C. Johnson.... •....• .Pamrapo, N. J. 

John Edsall Johnson , .' Pamrapo, N. J. 

Cornelius B. Johnson..... ;.. Pamrapo, N.J. 

Anna C. Demarest .^^ ...... ; .' . • .Pamrapo, N. J. 
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